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EARNINGS  OF  WORKERS  AND  THEIR  FAMILIES:  FOURTH  QUARTER  1984 

Usual  weekly  earnings  of  workers  and  their  families  continued  to  rise, 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor's  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  reported  today. 
Median  earnings  for  families  with  wage  and  salary  workers  advanced  sharply 
to  $513  in  the  fourth  quarter,  5.9  percent  higher  than  a  year  earlier. 
Median  earnings  of  individual  wage  and  salary  workers  reached  $337,  an 
increase  of  5.4  percent.  These  increases  exceeded  the  4.1  percent 
rise  in  prices  between  the  fourth  quarters  of  1983  and  1984  (as  measured  by 
the  CPI-U). 

Data  on  usual  weekly  earnings  are  collected  in  the  Current  Population 
Survey,  a  nationwide  sample  survey  of  households  in  which  respondents  are 
asked  how  much  each  wage  and  salary  worker  usually  earns  per  week.  (See 
explanatory  note  on  page  3.)  Other  fourth-quarter  1984  highlights  are: 

— About  41  million  families — two-thirds  of  all  U.S.  families — had 
wage  and  salary  earnings,  and  56  percent  of  these  had  two  or  more  earners. 
Multi-worker  families  had  median  earnings  of  $677  a  week,  twice  those  of 
one-earner  families.  (See  table  1.) 

— Married-couple  families  had  median  earnings  of  $568  a  week,  8.3 
percent  greater  than  a  year  earlier.  Three-fifths  of  these  were 
multi-worker  families,  who  had  median  earnings  of  $698.  The  median 
earnings  of  families  maintained  by  a  woman  also  advanced  but,  at  $290, 
remained  roughly  half  those  of  married-couple  families.  This  was  partly 
because  the  majority  of  such  families  contained  only  one  worker,  usually 
the  woman  herself. 

— Hispanic  families  posted  a  10  percent  over-the-year  gain  in  median 
weekly  earnings,  somewhat  more  than  for  either  white  or  black  families. 
However,  at  $532  a  week,  the  earnings  of  white  families  remained 
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considerably  above  those  of  either  Hispanic  ($400)  or  black  ($381) 
families.  (See  table  2.) 

— Nearly  10  percent  of  all  families  had  one  or  more  family  members  who 
were  unemployed.  However,  nearly  two-thirds  of  these  6.1  million  families 
with  an  unemployed  member  also  contained  at  least  one  wage  and  salary 
worker.  Median  earnings  for  these  families  were  $350  a  week.  Earnings 
levels  varied  considerably,  depending  upon  the  family  type  and  who  was 
jobless.  For  example,  in  married-couple  families,  median  earnings  were 
$206  a  week  where  the  husband  was  jobless  and  the  wife  was  the  only  worker. 
At  the  other  extreme,  in  instances  where  both  husband  and  wife  were  working 
and  someone  else  was  unemployed,  weekly  earnings  were  $730.  (See  table  3.) 

— Median  usual  weekly  earnings  of  full-time  wage  and  salary  workers 
were  $337.  The  median  earnings  of  women  ($267)  were  66  percent  those  of 
men  ($403).  Median  earnings  of  white  men  ($406)  exceeded  those  of  black 
men  by  $99,  white  women  by  $134,  and  black  women  by  $159.  (See  table  4.) 

— Among  the  six  major  occupational  groups,  median  earnings  were 
highest  for  managerial  and  professional  specialty  workers  ($494)  and  also 
showed  the  greatest  increase  from  a  year  earlier  (10  percent).  The 
lowest-paying  groups  continued  to  be  service  ($209)  and  farming,  forestry, 
and  fishing  ($205)  occupations — with  earnings  essentially  unchanged  from  a 
year  earlier.  (See  table  5.) 

Annual  averages  for  1983  and  1984 


In  addition  to  the  data  for  the  fourth  quarter,  this  release  includes 
1983  and  1984  annual  average  weekly  earnings  for  the  major  categories  of 
families  and  individual  workers.  (See  tables  9  and  10.)  These  tables  also 
show  1983-84  changes  in  both  current  and  constant  dollars. 


EXPLANATORY  NOTE 
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The  estimates  in  this  release  were  obtained  from  the  Current  Population 
Survey  (CPS),  which  provides  the  basic  information  on  the  labor  force, 
employment,  and  unemployment.  The  survey  is  conducted  monthly  for  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  from  a 
scientifically  selected  national  sample  of  households,  with  coverage  in 
all  50  States  and  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  size  of  the  monthly 
sample  is  about  60,000  households.  The  earnings  data  are  limited  to  wages 
and  salaries  and  therefore  exclude  self-employment  income. 

Reliability 

In  any  sample  survey,  variations  in  the  data  can  occur  by  chance  because 
a  sample,  rather  than  the  whole  of  the  population  is  surveyed.  The 
standard  error  is  a  measure  of  such  potential  variation.  The  chances  are 
about  68  out  of  100  that  an  estimate  from  the  survey  differs  from  a  figure 
that  would  be  obtained  from  a  complete  census  by  less  than  one  standard 
error. 

The  data  also  are  subject  to  nonsampling  errors,  including  errors  of 
response.  A  special  test  survey  to  gauge  the  accuracy  of  earnings  data 
from  the  CPS  was  conducted  in  January  1977.  (See  "Comparing  Earnings  Data 
from  the  CPS  and  Employer  Records,"  by  Larry  Carstensen  and  Henry  Woltman, 
U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  the  American  Statistical  Association, 
Proceedings  of  the  Social  Statistics  Section,  1979. 

For  a  fuller  discussion  of  the  quality  of  earnings  data  from  the  CPS  and 
detailed  tables  of  standard  errors,  see  Earl  F.  Mellor,  Technical 
Description  of  the  Quarterly  Data  on  Weekly  Earnings  from  the  Current 

Population  Survey,  BLS  Bulletin  2113,  January  1982,  available  for  $2.25 
from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office, 
Washington,  D.C.  20402,  or  from  BLS  Regional  Offices. 


Definitions 

The  principal  definitions  used  in  connection  with  the  earnings  series 
are  described  briefly  below. 

Family.  A  family  is  a  group  of  two  or  more  persons  residing  together  who 
are  related  by  blood,  marriage,  or  adoption.  The  counts  of  persons  by 
family  status  refer  to  their  positions  in  "primary"  families  only,  that 
is,  all  persons  in  the  household  who  are  related  to  the  householder. 

Householder.  A  householder  is  the  person  (or  one  of  the  persons)  in  whose 
name  the  housing  unit  is  owned  or  rented.  For  purposes  of  this  report, 
the  term  is  never  applied  to  either  husbands  or  wives  in  married-couple 
families.  As  used  here,  the  term  "householder"  relates  only  to  persons  in 
families  maintained  by  either  men  or  women  without  a  spouse. 
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Wage  and  salary  workers*  Workers  who  receive  wages,  salaries, 
commissions,  tips,  payment  in  kind,  or  piece  rates.  The  group  includes 
employees  in  both  the  private-  end  publie  sectors,  but,  for  the  the 
purposes  of  the  earnings  series,  excludes  self-employed  persons  whose 
businesses  are  incorporated. 

Full-time  workers.  Workers  who  usually  work  35  hours  or  more  per  week  at 
their  sole  or  principal  job. 

Part-time  workers.  Workers  who  usually  work  fewer  than  35  hours  per  week 
at  their  sole  or  principal  job. 

Usual  weekly  earnings.  Data  on  usual  weekly  earnings  are  provided  from 
responses  to  the  question  "How  much  does  ...  USUALLY  earn  per  week  at 
this  job  before  deductions?  Include  any  overtime  pay,  commissions,  or 
tips  usually  received."  The  response  is  for  the  worker's  sole  or 
principal  job.  The  term  "usual"  is  as  perceived  by  the  respondent.  If 
the  respondent  asks  for  a  definition  of  "usual,"  interviewers  are 
instructed  to  define  the  term  as  more  than  half  the  weeks  worked  during 
the  past  4  or  5  months. 

Change  in  constant  dollars.  The  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban 
Consumers  (CPI-U)  is  used  to  convert  current  dollars  to  constant  dollars. 

Hispanic  origin.  Refers  to  persons  who  are  of  Mexican,  Puerto  Rican, 
Cuban,  Central  or  South  American,  or  other  Hispanic  origin  or  descent. 
Persons  of  Hispanic  origin  may  be  of  any  race;  hence,  they  are  included  in 
the  numbers  for  the  white  and  black  population. 


Table  1.  Families  by  number  and  relationship  of  workers,  median  usual  weekly  wage  and  salary  earnings,  and  family  type, 
quarterly  averages 

(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Type  of  family  and  number  of  workers 

Numbers  (in  thousands) 

Percent  distribution 

Median 

weekly  earnings 

IV 

1982 

IV 

1983 

IV 

1984 

IV 

1982 

IV 

1983 

IV 

1984 

IV 

1982 

IV  1 

1983 

IV 

1984 

Total  families . 

61,808 

61,995 

62,217 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

No  one  employed  1/ . 

12,344 

12,105 

11,915 

20.0 

19.5 

19.2 

- 

-  | 

- 

Some  employed,  no  wage  or  salary  workers . 

4,375 

4,361 

4,183 

7. 1 

7.0 

6.7 

- 

| 

- 

With  wage  or  salary  workers . 

45,089 

45,530 

46,118 

73.0 

73.4 

74.1 

- 

-  | 

- 

Husband,  wife,  or  householder  self-employed.... 

4,402 

4,565 

4,707 

7.1 

7.4 

7.6 

- 

| 

- 

All  other  families . 

40,687 

40,965 

41,411 

65.8 

66. 1 

66.6 

$452 

$485  | 

$513 

Total  families  with  wage  or  salary  workers  2/.. 

40,687 

40,965 

41,411 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

452 

485  | 

513 

One  worker . . . . . . . 

19,909 

19,095 

18,423 

48.9 

46.6 

44.5 

304 

308  | 

331 

20, 779 

21,870 

22,988 

51.1 

53.4 

55.5 

603 

635  | 

677 

Married-couple  families . 

33,078 

33,195 

33,606 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

499 

524  | 

568 

One  worker . . . 

14,497 

13,753 

13,201 

43.8 

41.4 

39.3 

345 

354  | 

379 

Husband . 

11,216 

10,773 

10,322 

33.9 

32.5 

30.7 

401 

404  | 

426 

Wife.... . 

2,576 

2,281 

2,166 

7.8 

6.9 

6.4 

189 

199  | 

204 

Other  family  member.... . . . 

706 

699 

713 

2.1 

2.1 

2.1 

203 

206  | 

209 

Two  workers  or  more . 

18,581 

19,442 

20,406 

56.2 

58.6 

60.7 

621 

654  | 

698 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

12,990 

13,745 

14,458 

39.3 

41.4 

43.0 

601 

625  | 

666 

Husband,  wife,  and  other(s). . 

2,783 

3,014 

3,188 

8.4 

9.1 

9.5 

806 

860  | 

886 

Husband  and  other  family  member (s) . 

2,105 

2,051 

2,164 

6.4 

6.2 

6.4 

591 

663  | 

702 

Wife  and  other  family  member (s) . . 

535 

515 

463 

1.6 

1.6 

1.4 

399 

402  | 

447 

Other  family  members  only . 

169 

117 

132 

.5 

#4 

e  4 

336 

419  | 

422 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

5,958 

6,020 

6,116 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

254 

272  | 

290 

One  worker..... . . . 

4,346 

4,271 

4,214 

72.9 

71.0 

68.9 

207 

219  | 

229 

Householder . 

3,443 

3,332 

3,275 

57.8 

55.3 

53.5 

215 

226  | 

240 

Other  family  member . 

903 

940 

940 

15.2 

15.6 

15.4 

186 

201  | 

195 

Two  workers  or  more . . . 

1,612 

1,748 

1,902 

27.1 

29.0 

31.1 

419 

434  | 

482 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1,651 

1,750 

1,688 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

397 

418  | 

450 

One  worker. . . . 

1,066 

1,070 

1,008 

64.6 

61.2 

59.7 

317 

327  | 

359 

Householder . . . 

865 

846 

777 

52.4 

48.3 

46.0 

362 

373  | 

400 

Other  family  member . 

200 

225 

231 

12. 1 

12.8 

13.7 

169 

180  | 

221 

Two  workers  or  more . 

585 

680 

681 

35.4 

38.8 

40.3 

560 

576  | 

638 

\f  Includes  a  small  number  of  families  where  the 
only  worker  is  an  unpaid  family  worker. 

2/  Excludes  families  where  the  husband,  wife,  or 
householder  is  self-employed. 


NOTE:  Data  on  families  for  1984  reflect  revised 
editing  and  weighting  procedures  and  therefore  are  not 
fully  comparable  to  data  for  prior  years.  Moreover, 
data  on  median  weekly  earnings  are  now  calculated 
using  $10  intervals  rather  than  the  $50  intervals 
previously  used;  prior  years'  data  have  been 
recalculated • 


Table  2.  Race  and  Hispanic  origin:  Families  by  number  and  relationship  of  workers,  total  median  usual  weekly  wage  and  salary 
earnings,  and  family  type,  quarterly  averages 

(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Type  of  family,  number  of  workers,  rac 
and  Hispanic  origin 

|  Numbers 

(in  thousands) 

I 

Percent 

distribution 

1 

Median 

weekly  ea 

rnings 

e,  1 

1  iv 

1  1982 

1 

1 

1 

IV 

1983 

I 

1 

1 

IV 

1984 

1 

1 

1 

IV 

1982 

1 

1 

1 

Itf 

1983 

1 

1 

I 

IV 

1984 

1 

1 

1 

IV  | 

1982  | 

IV  | 

1983  | 

IV 

1984 

WHITE 

1 

1 

! 

1 

1 

| 

1 

1 

| 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

| 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Total  families . 

1 

| 

1 

1 

I 

53,822 

1 

1 

1 

53,926 

1 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

I 

1 

-  j 

-  | 

- 

With  wage  and  salary  workers  1/ . 

1 

1 

1 

35,474 

1 

1 

35,685 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

I 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

$465  | 

$500  | 

$532 

One  worker . 

1 

16,376 

1 

15,604 

1 

48.2 

1 

46.2 

1 

43.  7 

1 

321  | 

325  | 

354 

Two  workers  or  more . 

1 

19,098 

1 

20,081 

1 

51.8 

1 

53.8 

1 

56.3 

1 

610  | 

645  | 

689 

Married-couple  families . 

1 

29,645 

1 

30,089 

1 

100.0 

1 

100.0 

1 

100.0 

1 

502  | 

530  | 

575 

One  worker . 

1 

12,427 

I 

11,954 

1 

44.0 

I 

41.9 

1 

39.7 

1 

356  | 

360  | 

395 

Husband . 

1 

9,810 

1 

9,472 

1 

34.3 

1 

33. 1 

1 

31.5 

1 

404  | 

406  | 

444 

Wife . 

1 

1,982 

1 

1,839 

1 

7.5 

1 

6.7 

1 

6.1 

1 

193  | 

200  | 

205 

Two  workers  or  more . 

1 

17,218 

1 

18, 136 

1 

56.0 

1 

58. 1 

1 

60.3 

1 

627  | 

661  | 

704 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

1 

1 

1 

12,137 

1 

| 

12,834 

1 

| 

39. 1 

1 

1 

40.9 

1 

1 

42.7 

1 

| 

606  | 

631  I 

674 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

1 

1 

1 

4,456 

1 

I 

4,323 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

I 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

267  | 

285  | 

306 

One  worker . 

. 1  3,112 

1 

3,101 

1 

2,882 

1 

71.8 

1 

6d.6 

1 

66.  7 

1 

219  | 

229  | 

244 

Two  workers  or  more . 

. 1  1,221 

| 

1 

I 

1,355 

1 

| 

1,441 

1 

1 

28.2 

1 

1 

30.4 

1 

1 

33.3 

1 

1 

428  | 

444  j 

490 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1 

1 

1,373 

1 

1 

1,273 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

405  | 

442  | 

474 

One  worker . 

1 

848 

1 

768 

1 

63.8 

1 

61.7 

1 

60.  3 

1 

344  | 

341  | 

374 

Two  workers  or  more . 

| 

1 

I 

525 

1 

1 

505 

1 

| 

36.2 

1 

1 

38.3 

1 

1 

39.  7 

1 

I 

555  | 

587  | 

679 

BLACK 

1 

1 

| 

1 

1 

| 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

I 

1 

1 

Total  families . 

1 

| 

1 

I 

1 

6,703 

1 

1 

| 

6,693 

1 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

1 

100. 0 

1 

1 

| 

100.0 

1 

1 

I 

-  | 

-  j 

- 

With  wage  and  salary  workers  1/ . 

1 

1 

1 

4,484 

1 

1 

4,599 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

$323  | 

$366  | 

$381 

One  worker . 

1 

2,232 

1 

2,314 

1 

54.8 

1 

49.8 

1 

50.3 

1 

208  | 

228  j 

228 

Two  workers  or  more . 

1 

2,251 

1 

2,285 

1 

45.2 

1 

50.2 

1 

49.7 

1 

519  | 

551  | 

572 

Married-couple  families . 

1 

2,745 

I 

2,624 

1 

100.0 

1 

100.0 

1 

100.0 

1 

411  | 

465  | 

480 

One  worker . 

1 

988 

1 

882 

1 

40.7 

1 

36.0 

1 

33.6 

1 

246  | 

269  | 

2  74 

Husband . 

1 

694 

1 

554 

1 

29.1 

1 

25.3 

1 

21.1 

1 

279  | 

312  | 

342 

Wife . 

1 

249 

1 

282 

1 

10.2 

1 

9. 1 

1 

10.8 

1 

181  | 

164  j 

200 

Two  workers  or  more . 

. 1  1,593 

1 

1,757 

1 

1 , 743 

1 

59.3 

1 

64.0 

I 

66.4 

1 

540  I 

593  | 

611 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

. 1  1,141 

| 

1 

| 

1,297 

1 

1 

1,274 

1 

1 

42.5 

1 

1 

47.3 

1 

| 

48.5 

1 

1 

529  | 

579  | 

589 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

. I  1,513 

1 

1 

1,436 

1 

1 

1,641 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

218  | 

236  | 

241 

One  worker . 

I 

1,070 

1 

1,233 

1 

77.0 

1 

74.5 

1 

75.  1 

1 

187  j 

201  | 

203 

Two  workers  or  more . 

1 

1 

| 

366 

1 

1 

408 

1 

I 

23.0 

1 

| 

25.5 

1 

I 

24.9 

1 

| 

397  | 

403  | 

443 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1 

1 

I 

303 

1 

1 

334 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

300  I 

394  | 

403 

One  worker . 

1 

175 

1 

200 

1 

69.5 

1 

57.7 

1 

59.8 

1 

249  | 

319  | 

327 

Two  workers  or  more . 

| 

1 

| 

128 

1 

| 

134 

1 

1 

30.5 

1 

1 

42.3 

1 

1 

40.2 

1 

| 

(2)  | 

484  | 

542 

HISPANIC  ORIGIN 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

| 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

| 

1 

1 

| 

Total  families . 

1 

I 

1 

1 

l 

3,549 

1 

1 

I 

3,476 

1 

I 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

| 

100.0 

1 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

I 

-  | 

-  | 

- 

With  wage  and  salary  workers  1/ . 

1 

I 

2,553 

1 

1 

2,517 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

$357  | 

$363  | 

$400 

One  worker . 

. 1  1,261 

1 

1,251 

1 

1,221 

1 

52.3 

1 

49.0 

1 

48.5 

I 

245  | 

233  | 

258 

Two  workers  or  more . 

. 1  1,150 

1 

1,303 

1 

1,296 

1 

47.7 

1 

51.0 

1 

51.5 

1 

484  | 

546  | 

556 

Married-couple  families . 

. 1  1,912 

1 

2,037 

1 

2,006 

1 

100.0 

1 

100.0 

1 

100.0 

1 

386  I 

400  | 

440 

One  worker . 

1 

940 

! 

896 

I 

49.4 

1 

46.2 

1 

44.7 

1 

258  | 

248  | 

282 

Husband . 

1 

774 

1 

745 

1 

42.0 

38.0 

1 

37. 1 

1 

282  I 

258  | 

303 

Wife . 

1 

110 

1 

122 

1 

4.8 

1 

5.4 

1 

6. 1 

1 

(2)  I 

171  I 

184 

Two  workers  or  more . 

1 

1,097 

1 

1,110 

1 

50.6 

1 

53.8 

1 

55.3 

1 

$509  I 

565  I 

577 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

1 

1 

| 

715 

1 

1 

696 

1 

1 

34.6 

1 

1 

35. 1 

1 

! 

34.  7 

1 

| 

514  | 

539  | 

545 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

1 

1 

I 

372 

1 

1 

375 

! 

i 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

2  34  | 

242  | 

249 

One  worker . 

1 

253 

1 

258 

i 

68.2 

1 

68. 1 

1 

68.8 

1 

178  '  I 

179  | 

209 

Two  workers  or  more . 

1 

119 

1 

117 

i 

l 

31.8 

1 

31.9 

1 

31.2 

1 

1 

403  | 

369  | 

419 

Families  maintained  by  men . . 

1 

i 

1 

145 

1 

1 

136 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

331  | 

372  | 

382 

One  worker . 

1 

58 

1 

66 

i 

50.  5 

1 

39.8 

1 

48.9 

1 

(2)  | 

(2)  | 

(2) 

Two  workers  or  more . 

! 

1 

1 

87 

1 

L 

69 

i 

1 

49.5 

1 

L 

60.2 

I 

| 

51.1 

1 

L 

(2)  | 

(2)  | 

(2) 

_1/  Excludes  families  where  the  husband,  wife,  or 
householder  is  self-employed. 

2/  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,000. 

NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin 

groups  will  not  sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the 
"other  races"  group  are  not  presented  and  Hispanics  are 
included  in  both  the  white  and  black  population  groups. 


Data  on  families  for  1984  reflect  revised  editing  and 
weighting  procedures  and  therefore  are  not  fully 
comparable  to  data  for  prior  years.  Moreover,  data  on 
median  weekly  earnings  are  now  calculated  using  $10 
intervals  rather  than  the  $50  intervals  previously 
used;  prior  years'  data  have  been  recalculated. 


Table  3.  Families  with  unemployment  by  presence  and  relationship  of  worker(s)  to  unemployed  members,  total  median  usual  weekly  wage 
and  salary  earnings,  and  family  type,  quarterly  averages 

(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Type  of  family  and  relationship  of 
worker(s)  to  unemployed 

1 

Numbers 

(in  thousands) 

Percent 

distribution 

1 

Median 

we 

ekly  earnings 

I 

1 

L 

IV 

1982 

1 

1 

I 

IV 

1983 

1 

1 

! 

IV 

1984 

IV 

1982 

1 

1 

1 

IV 

1983 

1 

! 

IV 

1984 

I 

1 

I 

IV 

1982 

IV 

1983 

! 

1 

| 

IV 

1984 

Total  families . 

1 

•  •I 

8,441 

1 

1 

6,808 

1 

! 

6,076 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

No  one  employed  _1_/ . 

•  •I 

2,693 

1 

2,070 

1 

1,870 

31.9 

1 

30.4 

1 

30.8 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Some  employed,  no  wage  or  salary  workers . 

•  •1 

337 

1 

224 

1 

191 

4.0 

1 

3.3 

1 

3. 1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

With  wage  or  salary  workers . 

•  •1 

5,411 

1 

4,513 

1 

4,015 

64.  1 

t 

66.3 

1 

66. 1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Husband,  wife,  or  householder  self-employed.. 

•  •  1 

219 

1 

161 

1 

163 

2.6 

1 

2.4 

1 

2.7 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

All  other  families . 

..I 

1 

5, 192 

1 

1 

4,352 

1 

| 

3,852 

61.5 

1 

| 

63.9 

1 

| 

63.4 

1 

1 

$312 

$330 

1 

$350 

Married-couple  families . 

1 

•  •I 

4,236 

1 

1 

3,428 

1 

1 

2,898 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

342 

362 

I 

1 

387 

Husband  unemployed  . 

1,406 

1 

1,025 

1 

856 

33.2 

1 

29.9 

1 

29.5 

1 

201 

210 

1 

216 

Wife  only  worker . 

1,080 

1 

784 

1 

686 

25.  5 

1 

22.9 

1 

23.7 

1 

183 

203 

! 

206 

Wife  and  other  worker(s) . 

•  •1 

185 

! 

141 

1 

97 

4 . 4 

1 

4.1 

I 

3.4 

1 

377 

369 

1 

(2) 

Other  worker(8)  only . 

•  •1 

141 

1 

100 

1 

73 

3.3 

1 

2.9 

1 

2.5 

1 

149 

205 

1 

(2) 

Wife  unemployed  . 

•  •I 

1,38  5 

1 

1,123 

1 

1,032 

32.7 

1 

32.8 

1 

35.6 

1 

361 

364 

I 

$393 

Husband  only  worker . 

•  •1 

1,181 

1 

992 

1 

850 

27.9 

1 

28.9 

1 

2Q. 3 

1 

334 

350 

1 

362 

Husband  and  other  worker(s) . 

•  •1 

181 

1 

109 

1 

159 

4.3 

1 

3.2 

1 

5.5 

1 

5  30 

502 

1 

567 

Other  worker(s)  only . 

•  •1 

23 

1 

22 

1 

23 

.5 

1 

.6 

1 

.8 

1 

(2) 

(2) 

1 

(2) 

Other  member(s)  unemployed  . 

•  •1 

1,445 

1 

1,280 

1 

1,010 

34.  1 

1 

37.3 

1 

34.8 

1 

$508 

S  551 

1 

$594 

Husband  or  wife  worker . 

..I 

713 

1 

612 

1 

447 

16.8 

1 

17.8 

1 

15.4 

1 

40« 

468 

1 

4  79 

Husband  and  wife  workers . 

•  •1 

697 

1 

630 

1 

526 

16.5 

1 

18.4 

1 

18. 1 

! 

666 

647 

1 

7  30 

Other  combinations  of  workers . 

..I 

1 

35 

1 

| 

39 

1 

1 

37 

.8 

1 

| 

1.1 

1 

1 

1.3 

1 

I 

(2) 

(2) 

1 

| 

(2) 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

1 

•  •1 

742 

1 

1 

669 

1 

1 

740 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

$229 

$238 

1 

1 

$238 

Householder  unemployed . 

•  •  1 

94 

1 

98 

1 

115 

12.7 

1 

14.  7 

1 

15.6 

1 

(2) 

(2) 

1 

174 

Other  member(s)  unemployed . 

•  •I 

1 

648 

1 

1 

571 

1 

1 

625 

87.3 

1 

1 

85.3 

1 

1 

84.4 

1 

1 

$251 

$247 

I 

I 

251 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1 

•  •1 

214 

1 

1 

255 

1 

1 

214 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100. 0 

1 

1 

273 

330 

1 

1 

349 

Householder  unemployed . 

•  •I 

42 

1 

55 

! 

40 

19.5 

1 

21.6 

1 

18.5 

1 

(2) 

(2) 

1 

(2) 

Other  member (s)  unemployed . 

•  •1 

172 

1 

| 

200 

1 

I 

174 

80.5 

1 

| 

78.4 

1 

1 

81.5 

1 

L 

$287 

$398 

1 

L 

$385 

_1  /  Includes  a  small  number  of  families  where  the 
only  worker  is  an  unpaid  family  worker. 

2/  Data  not  shown  where  base  Is  less  than  100,000 


NOTE:  Data  on  families  for  1984  reflect  revised 
editing  and  weighting  procedures  and  therefore 
are  not  fully  comparable  to  data  for  prior  years. 
Moreover,  data  on  median  weekly  earnings  are  now 
calculated  using  $10  intervals  rather  than  the  $50 
intervals  previously  used;  prior  years'  data 
have  been  recalculated. 


Table  4.  Median  uauel  weekly  earnlnga  of  full-time  wage  and  salary  workers  by  selected  characteristics,  quarterly 

averages 


(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Characteristic 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Number 

(in 

1 

of  workers 
thousands) 

1 

Median  weekly  earnings 

1 

1 

1  IV 

|  1982 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

IV 

1983 

1 

1 

IV  | 

1984  | 

1 

IV  | 

1982  | 

IV  i 

1983  | 

IV 

1984 

SEX  AND  AGE 

1 

1 

1 

| 

1 

1 

1 

| 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Total,  16  years  and  over . 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

72,175 

1 

75,839  | 

1 

$306 

$320  | 

$337 

Men,  16  years  and  over . 

1 

1 

1 

43,043 

1 

45,186  | 

369  | 

385  | 

403 

16  to  24  years . 

1 

6,568 

6,802  j 

228  | 

228  | 

243 

25  years  and  over . 

| 

1 

1 

36,475 

38,384  | 

1 

402  | 

407  | 

429 

Women,  16  years  and  over . 

1 

1 

1 

29,131 

1 

30,654  | 

247  | 

255  | 

267 

16  to  24  years . 

....|  5,130 

1 

5,248 

5,505  | 

196  | 

203  | 

205 

25  years  and  over . 

| 

1 

1 

23,883 

25,149  | 

1 

257  | 

271  | 

287 

FAMILY  RELATIONSHIP 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

i 

l 

Husbands . 

1 

1 

1 

29, 153 

1 

30,455  | 

404  | 

408  | 

445 

Wives . 

1 

15,377 

16,400  | 

249  | 

257  | 

276 

Others  in  married-couple  families... 

1 

1 

1 

5,989 

6,246  | 

| 

206  j 

208  | 

227 

Women  who  maintain  families . 

1 

1 

1 

3,962 

A, 133  | 

249  | 

259  | 

270 

Others  in  such  families . 

I 

1 

1 

2,514 

2,582  | 

j 

209  | 

216  | 

228 

Men  who  maintain  families . 

....|  1,276 

1 

1 

1,374 

1,304  | 

365 

378  | 

401 

Others  in  such  families . 

I 

1 

1 

914 

880  | 

1 

214  | 

238  | 

242 

All  other  men  1/ . 

1 

1 

1 

6,947 

7,575  | 

349  | 

356  | 

371 

All  other  women  _1/ . . . . 

1 

1 

| 

5,944 

6,264  | 

1 

2  78  | 

284  | 

298 

RACE  AND  HISPANIC  ORIGIN 

1 

1 

| 

1 

1 

| 

I 

i 

White . 

1 

1 

1 

62,788 

65,390  | 

316  | 

325  | 

351 

Men . 

1 

37,910 

39,630  | 

383  | 

400  | 

406 

Women . 

1 

24,877 

25,760  | 

250  | 

256  | 

272 

Black . 

. 1  7,117 

1 

7,484 

8,250  | 

252  | 

266  | 

272 

Men . 

. 1  3,726 

1 

4,028 

4,339  | 

283  | 

305  | 

307 

Women . 

1 

3,456 

3,911  | 

218  | 

234  | 

247 

Hispanic  origin . 

1 

4,291 

4,474  | 

243  | 

250  | 

258 

Men . 

. 1  2,544 

1 

2,717 

2,790  | 

266  | 

272  | 

289 

Women . 

1 

I 

1 

1,574 

1,685  | 

L 

204  | 

212  | 

234 

_1 /  The  majority  of  these  persons  are  living  alone 
or  with  nonrelatives.  Also  included  are  persons  in 
married-couple  families  where  the  husband  or  wife  Is 
in  the  Armed  Forces,  persons  in  unrelated  subfamilies 
and  some  whose  family  status  is  unknown. 


NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin 
groups  will  not  sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the 
"other  races"  group  are  not  presented  and  Hlspanics  are 
included  in  both  the  white  and  black  population  groups. 
Data  on  median  weekly  earnings  are  now  calculated  using 
$10  intervals  rather  than  the  $50  intervals  previously 
used;  prior  years'  data  have  been  recalculated. 


Table  5.  Median  usual  weekly  earnings  of  full-time  wage  and  salary  workers  by  occupation  and  sex 
quarterly  averages 


(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


i 

|  Number  of 

1 

workers  | 

Median  xveekly 

|  (in  thousands)  | 

i  i 

earnings 

Occupation  and  sex 

i 

i  i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I  1 

1  IV  | 

1 

IV  | 

IV 

1 

1 

IV 

1  l 983  | 

1  1 

1  q84  | 

[ 

1  9°3 

1 

| 

1984 

TOTAL 

1  1 

1  1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Managerial  and  professional  specialty . 

1  1 

1 

18,994  | 

S450 

1 

1 

$404 

Executive,  administrative,  and  managerial . 

..|  8,241  | 

0,050  | 

1 

502 

Professional  specialty . 

0,944  | 

440 

1 

4  79 

Technical,  sales,  and  adminis trat ive  support . 

1 

23,007  | 

289 

1 

1 

302 

Technicians  and  related  support . 

2,597  1 

362 

1 

3q2 

Sales  occupations . 

7,180  | 

306 

1 

3-14 

Administrative  support,  including  clerical . 

13,230  | 

264 

1 

278 

Service  occupations . 

7,437  1 

206 

1 

1 

209 

Private  household . 

338  | 

105 

1 

131 

Protective  service . . . 

1,460  | 

310 

1 

386 

Service,  except  private  household  and  protective . 

••1  1,728  | 

5,630  | 

199 

1 

202 

Precision  production,  craft,  and  repair . 

1 

10,856  | 

381 

1 

390 

Mechanics  and  repairers . 

••1  3,153  | 

3,786  | 

384 

1 

399 

Construction  trades . 

3,394  | 

383 

1 

393 

Other  precision  production,  craft,  and  repair . 

••1  3,  545  | 

1  | 

3,676  | 

3  78 

1 

3»3 

Operators,  fabricators,  and  laborers . 

1 

14,205  | 

280 

1 

294 

Machine  operators,  assemblers,  and  inspectors . 

..|  7,208  | 

7,456  | 

264 

1 

282 

Transportation  and  material  moving  occupations . 

••1  3,409  | 

3,736  | 

336 

1 

357 

Handlers,  equipment  cleaners,  helpers,  and  laborers.. 

3,014  | 

249 

1 

254 

Farming,  forestry,  and  fishing . 

1  1 

1.341  | 

201 

1 

I 

205 

Men 

1  1 

1  1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Managerial  and  professional  specialty . 

1 

11,  129  | 

521 

1 

1 

570 

Executive,  administrative,  and  managerial . 

..|  5,276  | 

5,812  | 

150 

1 

579 

Professional  special  tv . . . 

5,317  | 

508 

1 

556 

Technical,  sales,  and  administrative  support . 

••I  8.355  | 

8,662  | 

400 

1 

1 

405 

Technicians  and  related  support . 

..|  1,476  | 

1,453  1 

420 

1 

452 

Sales  occupations . 

••1  3,o«5  | 

4,  277  | 

402 

1 

406 

Administrative  support,  including  clerical . 

'>,032  | 

360 

1 

391 

Service  occupations . 

3,688  | 

257 

1 

259 

Private  household . . 

H  1 

(1) 

1 

(1) 

Protective  service . 

••1  1,273  | 

1.310  | 

$368 

1 

$402 

Service,  except  private  household  and  protective . 

..|  2,485  | 

2,354  | 

215 

1 

221 

Precision  production,  craft,  and  repair . 

1  1 
,.|  9,283  | 

1 

10,023  | 

400 

1 

1 

402 

Mechanics  and  repairers . 

..I  3,428  | 

3,672  | 

385 

1 

400 

Construction  trades . 

3,349  | 

384 

1 

39Q 

Other  precision  production,  craft,  and  repair . 

3,002  [ 

40Q 

1 

409 

Operators,  fabricators,  and  laborers . 

..|  10,162  | 

10,440  | 

315 

1 

321 

Machine  operators,  assemblers,  and  inspectors . 

,.|  4,298  | 

4,456  | 

328 

1 

329 

Transportation  and  material  moving  occupations... . 

..|  3,  336  | 

3,528  | 

348 

1 

360 

Handlers,  equipment  cleaners,  helpers,  and  laborers... 

..|  2,  523  | 

|  I 

2,465  | 

256 

1 

I 

267 

Faming,  forestry,  and  fishing . 

1,235  | 

203 

1 

206 

Women 

1  I 

1  1 

1 

1 

Managerial  and  professional  specialty . 

,.|  7,410  | 

7,865  | 

362 

1 

394 

Executive,  administrative,  and  managerial . 

3,23«  | 

349 

1 

369 

Professional  specialty . . . 

4,627  | 

3  78 

1 

402 

Technical,  sales,  and  administrative  support . 

14,345  | 

251 

1 

257 

Technicians  and  related  support . 

••1  1,1171 

1,144  | 

306 

1 

321 

Sales  occupations . 

2,903  | 

205 

1 

208 

Administrative  support,  including  clerical . 

|  | 

10,298  | 

1 

252 

1 

I 

259 

Service  occupations . 

3,749  1 

175 

1 

183 

Private  household . 

323  | 

104 

1 

134 

Protective  service . 

150  | 

275 

1 

283 

Service,  except  private  household  and  protective . 

I  I 

3,276  | 

1 

176 

1 

I 

185 

Precision  production,  craft,  and  repair . 

833  | 

253 

1 

255 

Mechanics  and  repairers . 

113  | 

355 

1 

343 

Construction  trades . 

45  | 

(1) 

1 

(1) 

Other  precision  production,  craft,  and  repair . 

,.j  747  | 

675  | 

$246 

1 

I 

$246 

Operators,  fabricators,  and  laborers . 

1  1 

3,757  1 

206 

1 

220 

Machine  operators,  assemblers,  and  inspectors . 

..|  2,910  | 

3,000  1 

204 

1 

219 

Transportation  and  material  noving  occupations . 

207  | 

253 

1 

295 

Handlers,  equipment  cleaners,  helpers,  and  laborers... 

I  I 

549  | 

I 

206 

1 

I 

211 

Faming,  forestry,  and  fishing . 

1  1 

105  | 

1 

164 

1 

| 

182 

_1 /  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than 

100,000. 


NOTE:  Data  on  median  weekly  earnings  are 
now  calculated  using  $10  intervals  rather  than 
the  $50  intervals  previously  used;  prior  years' 
data  have  been  recalculated. 


Table  6.  Median  usual  weekly  aamlngs  of  part-tlae  wags  and  salary  workers  by  sslactsd  characteristics,  quarterly 
averages 


(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Characteristic 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Number 

(in 

1 

of  workers  | 

thousands)  | 

1 

Median  weekly  earnings 

1 

1 

1  iv 

I  1982 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

IV 

1983 

1 

1 

IV  | 

1984  | 

1 

IV  | 

1»82  | 

IV  j 

1983  | 

IV 

1984 

SEX  AND  AGE 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

| 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Total,  16  years  and  over . 

| 

1 

1 

1 

17,848 

1 

17,651  | 

1 

$84  1 

$87  | 

$89 

Men,  16  years  and  over . . . 

I 

1 

5,644 

5,445  | 

81  | 

82  | 

85 

16  to  24  years . 

1 

3,288 

3,306  | 

68  | 

67  | 

73 

25  years  and  over . 

....|  2,265 

I 

1 

| 

2,355 

2,140  | 

105  | 

111  1 

118 

Women,  16  years  and  over . 

1 

1 

1 

12,205 

I 

12,206  | 

R5  | 

88  | 

02 

16  to  24  years . 

1 

4, 103 

4,023  | 

65  | 

67  | 

68 

25  years  and  over . 

....|  7,911 

1 

1 

1 

8,101 

8,182  | 

1 

101  | 

103  1 

106 

FAMILY  RELATIONSHIP 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

l 

Husbands . 

....|  1,530 

1 

1 

1,544 

1 

1,300  | 

107  | 

111  1 

114 

Wives . 

1 

6,464 

6,431  | 

102  | 

104  | 

107 

Others  In  married-couple  families... 

....|  4,933 

| 

1 

1 

4,876 

4,854  | 

| 

62  | 

63  | 

66 

Women  who  maintain  families . 

1 

1 

1 

917 

845  | 

90  ! 

88  | 

100 

Others  in  such  families . 

| 

1 

1 

1,249 

1,258  I 

1 

68  | 

69  | 

77 

Men  who  maintain  families . 

I 

1 

1 

106 

1 

108  | 

96  | 

103  | 

133 

Others  in  such  families . 

I 

1 

1 

362 

327  | 

78  j 

80  I 

70 

All  other  men  1/ . 

1 

1 

1 

934 

1 

878  | 

95  | 

107  | 

108 

All  other  women  \J . 

I 

1 

1 

1,397 

1,689  | 

1 

92  | 

93  I 

06 

RACE  AND  HISPANIC  ORIGIN 

1 

1 

| 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

White . 

1 

1 

1 

15,758 

I 

15,493  | 

84  | 

87  | 

90 

Men . 

1 

4,891 

4,651  | 

80  | 

81  | 

84 

Women . 

1 

10,867 

10,842  | 

86  | 

90  | 

93 

Black . 

1 

1,673 

1,733  | 

82  | 

86  | 

88 

Men . 

1 

593 

607  | 

85  | 

92  | 

99 

Women . . . . 

1 

1,080 

1,126  | 

80  I 

83  | 

87 

Hispanic  origin . 

1 

820 

894  | 

83  | 

88  | 

90 

Men . 

1 

285 

331  | 

85  | 

87  | 

87 

Women . 

1 

1 

1 

535 

563  | 

L 

81  | 

88  | 

92 

_1_/  The  majority  of  these  persons  are  living  alone 
or  with  nonrelatives.  Also  included  are  persons  in 
married-couple  families  where  the  husband  or  wife  is 
In  the  Armed  Forces,  persons  in  unrelated  subfamilies 
and  some  whose  family  status  Is  unknown. 


NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Rispanic-origin 
groups  will  not  sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the 
"other  races"  group  are  not  presented  and  Hlspanlcs  are 
Included  in  both  the  white  and  black  population  groups. 
Data  on  median  weekly  earnings  are  now  calculated 
using  $10  intervals  rather  than  the  $50  Intervals 
previously  used;  prior  years'  data  have  been  recalculat 
ed. 


Table  7.  Percent  change  In  current  and  In  constant  dollars  of  median  usual  weekly  earnings  of 
families  by  selected  characteristics 


(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Families 

I  Percent  change  in 

I  current  dollars 

Percent  change  in 
constant  dollars 

|  1982  IV  | 

1  to  | 

1  1983  IV  | 

1983  IV 
to 

1984  XV 

1982  IV  | 

to  | 

1983  IV  | 

1983  IV 

to 

1984  IV 

Total  families  with  earners  1/ . 

1  1 

5.9 

1 

4.2  | 

1.6 

One  earner . 

7.5 

-1.6  | 

3.1 

Two  earners  or  more . . . 

|  | 

6.6 

2.4  | 

2.3 

Married-couple  families . 

8.3 

2.0  | 

3.9 

One  earner . 

6.9 

—  2  | 

2.6 

Two  earners  or  more . 

|  1 

6.7 

2.4  | 

1 

2.4 

Families  maintained  by  women ....... . 

6.4 

I 

4.0  | 

2.1 

One  earner . 

4.6 

2.6  I 

.3 

Two  earners  or  more . 

1  | 

10.9 

•  7  | 

1 

6.4 

Families  maintained  hy  nen . 

1  1 

7.7 

I 

2.4  | 

3.3 

One  earner . . . . . 

9.9 

.  1  ! 

5.4 

Two  earners  or  more . . . 

|  I 

10.  7 

(2)  | 

1 

6.2 

White . 

1  I 

1  1 

6.4 

1 

4.4  | 

1 

2.0 

Black . 

1  1 

|  1 

4.2 

1 

10.0  | 

1 

(2) 

Hispanic  origin . 

1  1 

10.3 

-1.2  | 

1 

5.8 

jy  Excludes  families  where  the  husband 
wife,  or  householder  Is  self-employed. 

2J  Less  than  0.05  percent. 

NOTE:  The  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All 

Urban  Consumers(CPI-U)  Is  used  to  convert 
current  dollars  to  constant  dollars. 


Data  on  median  weekly  earnings  are  now 
calculated  using  $10  intervals  rather  than 
the  $50  intervals  previously  used;  prior 
years'  data  have  been  recalculated. 


Table  8.  Percent  change  in  current  end  In  constant  dollars  of  median  usual  weekly 
earnings  of  full-time  wage  and  salary  workers  by  selected  characteristics 


(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Percent  change  in 

Percent 

change  in 

! 

current  dollars 

constant 

dollars 

Characteristic  1 

1982  IV  | 

1983  IV 

1982  IV 

1 

1983  IV 

to  | 

to 

to 

1 

to 

1983  IV  I 

1984  IV 

1983  IV 

JL. 

1984  IV 

Total,  16  years  and  over . 

1 

4.4  | 

j 

5.4 

1.4 

1 

1 

i 

1.1 

Men,  16  years  and  over . 

4.4  1 

4.6 

1.5 

1 

.3 

16  to  24  years . 

—  3  I 

6.8 

-3.  1 

1 

2.4 

25  years  and  over . 

1.  1  1 
j 

5.4 

-1.8 

[ 

| 

1.1 

Women,  16  years  and  over . 

3.0  | 

4.7 

.1 

1 

.4 

16  to  24  years . . . . 

3.2  I 

1.3 

.3 

1 

-2.8 

25  years  and  over . 

5.2  | 

| 

6.2 

2.2 

1 

i 

1.9 

2.9  I 

7.7 

(1) 

1 

3.3 

4.5  | 

1.6 

1.6 

1 

-2.6 

2.5  | 

| 

6.0 

-.4 

1 

i 

1.7 

Black . 

5.6  | 

2.2 

2.6 

1 

-2.0 

7.7  | 

.6 

4.7 

l 

-3.5 

7.1  1 

| 

5.5 

4. 1 

1 

1 

1.2 

Hispanic  origin . 

3.0  | 

L 

3.1 

.1 

I 

J 

-1.1 

1/  Less  than  0.05  percent. 

NOTE:  The  Consumer  Price  Index  for 
All  Urban  Consumers(CPI-U)  is  used  to 
convert  current  dollars  to  constant 
dollars.  Data  on  median  weekly 


earnings  are  now  calculated  using  $10 
intervals  rather  than  the  $50  inter¬ 
vals  previously  used;  prior  years'  data 
have  been  recalculated. 


Table  9.  Median  usual  weekly  wage  and  salary  earnings  of  families  by  type  and  number  of  earners,  annual  averages,  1983  and  1984 


Type  of  family  and  number  of 
wage  and  salary  earners 

Number 
1  (in 

1 

I  1983 

1 

1 

of  families 
thousands)  | 

1  1 

|  1984  | 

1  1 

1  1 

1983  | 

Median  weekly  earnings 

Percent  change  over 
|  the  year  in: 

lq84  | 

|  Current  |  Constant 

I  dollars  |  dollars 

Total  families  with  earners_l/ . 

1 

| 

1 

I 

1 

l 

40,949  | 

| 

$470 

$502 

6.8 

1 

1  2. 1 

1 

Married-couple  families . 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

33,075  | 

1 

508  j 

550 

8.4 

1 

|  3.6 

1 

One  earner . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

13,538  | 

354  | 

368 

4. 1 

1 

1  -•  5 

Husband . 

1 

10,609  | 

403  | 

414 

2.6 

1  -1.9 

Wife . 

1 

2,220  j 

202  | 

205 

1.5 

I  -3.0 

Other  family  member . 

1 

1 

| 

708  | 

1 

200  | 

202 

1.4 

I  -3.1 

1 

Two  earners  or  more . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

19,537  | 

647  | 

682 

5.4 

1 

1  .8 

Husband  and  wife . 

...|  15,955 

1 

16,695  | 

655  | 

691 

5.5 

|  .8 

Husband  and  other  family  member (s)..|  2,084 

1 

2,182  | 

651  | 

686 

5.3 

1  *7 

Wife  and  other  family  member(s). 

1 

498  | 

387  | 

426 

9.8 

I  5.0 

Other  family  members  only . 

1 

1 

| 

162  | 
i 

370  | 

412 

11.4 

I  6.5 

1 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

...|  5,956 

1 

1 

1 

I 

6,294  | 

1 

267  | 

283 

5.  7 

1  1*1 
l 

One  earner . 

1 

4,343  | 

216  | 

227 

5.2 

1 

1  .6 

Householder . 

...|  3,247 

1 

3,366  | 

226  | 

237 

4.9 

1  -3 

Other  family  member . 

| 

1 

1 

977  | 

| 

188  | 

203 

8.3 

1  3.5 

1 

Two  earners  or  more . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1,951  | 

| 

439  | 

453 

3.2 

I  -1.3 

I 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

...|  1,713 

1 

1 

1 

| 

1,581  | 

1 

407  | 

410 

3. 1 

|  -1.4 

1 

One  earner . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

963  | 

1 

324  j 

337 

4.0 

1 

1  -•  5 

1 

Two  earners  or  more . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

i 

618  | 

L 

584  .  | 

613 

4.9 

1 

r  -3 

j 

_1/  Excludes  families  where  the  husband,  wife,  or 
householder  is  self-employed. 


NOTE:  Data  on  families  for  1984  reflect  revised 
editing  and  weighting  procedures  and  therefore  are  not 
fully  comparable  to  data  for  prior  years.  Moreover, 
data  on  median  weekly  earnings  are  now  calculated  using 
$10  intervals  rather  than  the  $50  intervals  previously 
used;  prior  years'  data  have  been  recalculated. 


Table  10.  Median  weekly  earnings  of  full-time  wage  and  salary  workers  by  selected  characteristics,  annual  averages 
1983  and  1984  K  ’ 


Characteristics 

Number 

1  (in 

I 

|  1983 

’  1 

1 

of  workers 

thousands)  | 

1  1 

I  1984  | 

1  1 

L 

1983 

Median  weekly  earnings 

Percent  change  over 

I  the  year  in: 

1984  | 

|  Current  |  Constant 

1  dollars  1  dollars 

SEX  AND  AGE 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

i 

I 

1 

Total,  16  years  and  over . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

74 , Q l 2  | 

i 

$309  | 

$326  | 

1 

5.7  | 

1.0 

Men,  16  years  and  over . 

I 

1 

1 

1 

44,654  | 

379  | 

400  | 

1 

5.6  | 

1.0 

16  to  24  years . 

1 

7,153  | 

223  | 

232  | 

9.n  | 

-.6 

25  years  and  over . 

. I  35,607 

| 

I 

I 

37,501  | 

405  I 

421  | 

3.9  I 

-.  7 

Women,  16  years  and  over . 

1 

1 

I 

1 

30,258  | 

252  | 

259  | 

I 

3.  1  1 

-1.5 

16  to  24  years . 

. 1  5,345 

1 

5,538  | 

201  | 

203  | 

1.4  | 

-3.0 

25  years  and  over . 

I 

1 

1 

24,720  | 

263  | 

282  | 

7.  1  | 

2.4 

FAMILY  RELATIONSHIP 

1 

1 

| 

1 

1 

| 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Husbands . . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

29,932  | 

407  | 

4  30  I 

1 

5. 7  | 

1.0 

Wives . 

1 

15,821  | 

255  | 

271  | 

6.2  | 

1.6 

Others  in  married-couple  families.. 

. 1  6,207 

1 

1 

1 

6,652  | 

l 

205  | 

212  | 

3.  1  | 

-1.4 

Women  who  maintain  families . 

. 1  3,948 

1 

1 

1 

4,220  | 

255  | 

262  | 

I 

2.0  | 

-1.7 

Others  in  such  families . 

1 

1 

1 

2,690  | 

1 

211  | 

222  | 

5. 1  | 

.5 

Men  who  maintain  families . 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1,212  | 

377  | 

383  | 

1 

1.8  | 

-2.  7 

Others  in  such  families . 

| 

! 

| 

864  | 

227  | 

237  | 

4.5  | 

-.  1 

All  other  men  1/ . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7,387  | 

352  | 

367  | 

1 

4.2  | 

—  4 

All  other  women  1/ . 

| 

I 

| 

6,133  | 

| 

273  | 

288  | 

5.7  | 

1.0 

RACE  AND  HISPANIC  ORIGIN 

1 

1 

| 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

| 

White . 

1 

! 

i 

1 

64,889  | 

321  | 

339  | 

1 

5.6  | 

1.0 

Men . 

i 

39,331  I 

397  | 

403  | 

1.5  | 

-3.0 

Women . 

i 

25,568  | 

253  | 

264  | 

4.4  I 

-.  1 

Black . 

i 

8,023  | 

257  | 

265  | 

2.°  | 

-1.7 

Men . 

i 

4,227  I 

299  1 

304  | 

1.6  | 

-2.° 

Women . . 

i 

3,797  | 

231  I 

242  | 

4.7  | 

.  1 

Hispanic  origin . 

. 1  4,127 

i 

4,438  | 

250  | 

256  | 

2.3  | 

-2.2 

Men . 

. 1  2,613 

i 

2,759  | 

274  | 

286  | 

4.6  | 

(2) 

Women . 

. 1  1.514 

1 

i 

1,680  | 
L 

209  | 

224 

7-5  | 

L 

2.9 

_1/  The  majority  of  these  persons  are  living  alone 
or  with  nonrelatives.  Also  included  are  persons  in 
married-couple  families  where  the  husband  or  wife  is 
in  the  Armed  Forces,  persons  in  unrelated  subfamilies, 
and  some  whose  family  status  is  unknown. 

_2/  Less  than  0.05  percent. 


NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin 

groups  will  not  sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the 
"other  races"  group  are  not  presented  and  Hispanics  are 
included  in  both  the  white  and  black  population  groups. 
Data  on  median  weekly  earnings  are  now  calculated  using 
$10  intervals  rather  than  the  $50  intervals  previously 
used;  prior  years'  data  have  been  recalculated. 
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EARNINGS  OF  WORKERS  AND  THEIR  FAMILIES:  THIRD  QUARTER  1984 

Gains  in  the  usual  weekly  earnings  of  families  and  individual  workers 
continued  to  exceed  the  rise  in  consumer  prices,  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Labor's  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  reported  today.  Median  earnings  for 
families  with  wage  and  salary  workers  were  $503  in  the  third  quarter,  4.8 
percent  higher  than  a  year  earlier.  The  median  for  individuals  with 
full-time  wage  and  salary  jobs  was  $324 — up  5.2  percent.  These  increases 
compare  with  a  4.2-percent  over-the-year  rise  in  consumer  prices  (as 
measured  by  the  CPI-U). 

The  data  on  usual  weekly  earnings  are  from  the  Current  Population 
Survey,  a  nationwide  sample  survey  of  households  in  which  respondents  are 
asked  how  much  each  wage  and  salary  worker  usually  earns  per  week.  (See 
explanatory  note  on  page  3.)  Other  highlights  of  the  third-quarter  1984 
findings  are: 

— Of  the ‘41.2  million  wage-earning  families,  54  percent  contained  at 
least  two  earners.  Median  weekly  earnings  for  this  group  were  $666, 
compared  with  $325  for  families  with  one  wage  and  salary  earner.  (See 
table  1.) 

— Married-couple  families,  who  comprise  80  percent  of  all  wage-earning 
families,  had  median  earnings  of  $555.  This  was  8  percent  higher  than  a 
year  earlier  and  11  percent  more  than  2  years  ago.  Three  out  of  every  5 
married-couple  families  contained  two  or  more  earners  (usually  the  husband 
and  the  wife);  these  families  had  median  earnings  of  $688.  The  median  for 
families  maintained  by  women,  $288,  was  also  up  substantially  over  the  year 
but  remained  roughly  half  that  of  all  married— couple  families. 

— The  earnings  of  white  married-couple  families  ($562)  were  almost  20 
percent  higher  than  those  of  blacks  ($470).  Among  the  one-earner  families, 
the  white  median  ($392)  was  53  percent  greater  than  the  black  median 
($256).  The  difference  narrowed  to  15  percent  among  two-earner 
families — $697  for  whites  and  $607  for  blacks.  (See  table  2.) 
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— Two-thirds  of  the  6.3  million  families  with  an  unemployed  member  also 
contained  a  wage  and  salary  worker.  Median  weekly  earnings  for  these 
families  were  $349  overall,  but  the  figure  varied  considerably  depending  on 
who  was  jobless.  For  instance,  where  the  husband  was  unemployed,  earnings 
averaged  $220  a  week,  whereas  earnings  were  $705  for  families  where  both 
the  husband  and  wife  worked  and  another  family  member  was  jobless.  (See 
table  3.) 

— Median  weekly  earnings  of  full-time  wage  and  salary  workers  were 
$324 — $400  for  men  and  $258  for  women.  The  weekly  earnings  of  whites 
($331)  exceeded  those  of  blacks  and  Hispanics  by  $67  and  $79,  respectively. 
(See  table  4.) 


EXPLANATORY  NOTE 
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The  estimates  in  this  release  were  obtained  from  the  Current  Population 
Survey  (CPS),  which  provides  the  basic  information  on  the  labor  force, 
employment,  and  unemployment.  The  survey  is  conducted  monthly  for  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  from  a 
scientifically  selected  national  sample  of  households,  with  coverage  in 
all  50  States  and  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  size  of  the  monthly 
sample  is  about  60,000  households.  The  earnings  data  are  limited  to  wages 
and  salaries  and  therefore  exclude  self-employment  income. 

Reliability 

In  any  sample  survey,  variations  in  the  data  can  occur  by  chance  because 
a  sample,  rather  than  the  whole  of  the  population  is  surveyed.  The 
standard  error  is  a  measure  of  such  potential  variation.  The  chances  are 
about  68  out  of  100  that  an  estimate  from  the  survey  differs  from  a  figure 
that  would  be  obtained  from  a  complete  census  by  less  than  one  standard 
error. 

The  data  also  are  subject  to  nonsampling  errors,  including  errors  of 
response.  A  special  test  survey  to  gauge  the  accuracy  of  earnings  data 
from  the  CPS  was  conducted  in  January  1977.  (See  "Comparing  Earnings  Data 
from  the  CPS  and  Employer  Records,"  by  Larry  Carstensen  and  Henry  Woltman, 
U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  the  American  Statistical  Association, 
Proceedings  of  the  Social  Statistics  Section,  1979. 

For  a  fuller  discussion  of  the  quality  of  earnings  data  from  the  CPS  and 
detailed  tables  of  standard  errors,  see  Earl  F.  Mellor,  Technical 
Description  of  the  Quarterly  Data  on  Weekly  Earnings  from  the  Current 

Population  Survey,  BLS  Bulletin  2113,  January  1982,  available  for  $2.25 
from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office, 
Washington,  D.C.  20402,  or  from  BLS  Regional  Offices. 


Def initions 

The  principal  definitions  used  in  connection  with  the  earnings  series 
are  described  briefly  below. 

Family.  A  family  is  a  group  of  two  or  more  persons  residing  together  who 
are  related  by  blood,  marriage,  or  adoption.  The  counts  of  persons  by 
family  status  refer  to  their  positions  in  "primary"  families  only,  that 
is,  all  persons  in  the  household  who  are  related  to  the  householder. 

Householder.  A  householder  is  the  person  (or  one  of  the  persons)  in  whose 
name  the  housing  unit  is  owned  or  rented.  For  purposes  of  this  report, 
the  term  is  never  applied  to  either  husbands  or  wives  In  married-couple 
families.  As  used  here,  the  term  "householder"  relates  only  to  persons  in 
families  maintained  by  either  men  or  women  without  a  spouse. 
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Wage  and  salary  workers.  Workers  who  receive  wages,  salaries, 
commissions,  tips,  payment  in  kind,  or  piece  rates.  The  group  includes 
employees  in  both  the  private  and  public  sectors,  but,  for  the  the 
purposes  of  the  earnings  series,  excludes  self-employed  persons  whose 
businesses  are  incorporated. 

Full-time  workers.  Workers  who  usually  work  35  hours  or  more  per  week  at 
their  sole  or  principal  job. 

Part-time  workers.  Workers  who  usually  work  fewer  than  35  hours  per  week 
at  their  sole  or  principal  job. 

Usual  weekly  earnings.  Data  on  usual  weekly  earnings  are  provided  from 
responses  to  the  question  "How  much  does  ...  USUALLY  earn  per  week  at 
this  job  before  deductions?  Include  any  overtime  pay,  commissions,  or 
tips  usually  received."  The  response  is  for  the  worker's  sole  or 
principal  job.  The  term  "usual"  is  as  perceived  by  the  respondent.  If 
the  respondent  asks  for  a  definition  of  "usual,"  interviewers  are 
instructed  to  define  the  terra  as  more  than  half  the  weeks  worked  during 
the  past  4  or  5  months. 

Change  in  constant  dollars.  The  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban 
Consumers  (CPI-U)  is  used  to  convert  current  dollars  to  constant  dollars. 

Hispanic  origin.  Refers  to  persons  who  are  of  Mexican,  Puerto  Rican, 
Cuban,  Central  or  South  American,  or  other  Hispanic  origin  or  descent. 
Persons  of  Hispanic  origin  may  be  of  any  race;  hence,  they  are  included  in 
the  numbers  for  the  white  and  black  population. 


Table  1.  Families  by  number  end  relationship  of  workers,  wed lea  usual  weekly  wage  sad  salary  earnings,  and  f sally  type 

quarterly  averages 


(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Type  of  family  and  number  of  workers 

1 

Numbers 

(in  thousands)  I 

Percent 

distribution  1 

Median 

weekly  earnincs 

1 

1 

L 

III 

1982 

1 

1 

1 

III 

1983 

1 

1 

1 

III  | 

1984  1 

III 

1982 

1 

1 

1 

III 

1983 

1 

1 

| 

hi  | 
1984  1 

III  | 

1982 

III  | 

1983  1 

III 

1984 

Total  families . 

1 

61,808 

1 

1 

62,309 

1 

1 

62,015  | 

100.0 

! 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0  | 

No  one  employed  \J . . . . . 

12,061 

1 

12,137 

1 

11,548  | 

19.5 

1 

19.5 

1 

18.6  | 

.  1 

_  | 

Some  employed,  no  wage  or  salary  workers . 

•  1 

4,348 

1 

4,297 

1 

4,168  | 

7.0 

1 

6.9 

1 

6.7  | 

.  1 

—  I 

With  wage  or  salary  workers . 

45,399 

1 

45,875 

1 

46,299  | 

73.5 

1 

73.6 

1 

74.7  | 

w  1 

I 

Husband,  wife,  or  householder  self-employed... 

•  | 

4,340 

1 

4,699 

1 

5,104  | 

7.0 

1 

7.5 

1 

8.2  | 

.  1 

.  I 

All  other  families . . 

| 

41,059 

1 

1 

41,177 

1 

I 

41,195  | 

66.4 

1 

66.1 

1 

66.4  | 

$454  | 

$480  | 

$503 

Total  families  with  wage  or  salary  workers  2/. 

1 

•  | 

41,059 

1 

1 

41,177 

1 

1 

41,195  | 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0  | 

454  | 

480  | 

503 

One  worker . . . . 

20,095 

1 

19,656 

1 

18,932  | 

48.9 

1 

47.7 

1 

46.0  | 

304  | 

316  | 

325 

Two  workers  or  more . . . . 

•  1 
| 

20,964 

1 

| 

21,520 

1 

1 

22,263  | 

51.1 

1 

1 

52.3 

1 

54.0  | 

604  | 

640  | 

666 

Married-couple  families . 

1 

33,437 

1 

1 

33,394 

1 

1 

33,115  | 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0  | 

498  | 

514  | 

555 

One  worker . . 

14,776 

1 

14,441 

1 

13,582  | 

44.2 

1 

43.2 

1 

41.0  | 

344  | 

359  | 

373 

Husband . . . 

•  1 

11,628 

1 

11,440 

1 

10,831  | 

34.8 

1 

34.3 

1 

32.7  | 

399  | 

404  | 

413 

Wife . 

2,437 

1 

2,272 

1 

2,107  | 

7.3 

1 

6.8 

1 

6.4  | 

196  | 

204  | 

206 

Other  family  member . 

711 

1 

729 

1 

643  | 

2.1 

1 

2.2 

1 

1.9  | 

174  | 

193  | 

203 

Two  workers  or  more . . . . 

18,661 

1 

18,952 

1 

19,533  | 

55.8 

1 

56.8 

1 

59.0  | 

622  | 

658  | 

688 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

•  1 

12,660 

1 

12,814 

1 

13,264  | 

37.9 

1 

38.4 

1 

40.1  | 

588  | 

622  | 

652 

Husband,  wife,  and  other(s) . 

3,099 

1 

3,214 

1 

3,237  | 

9.3 

1 

9.6 

1 

9.8  | 

831  | 

876  I 

918 

Husband  and  other  family  member(s) . . . . . . 

•  1 

2,277 

1 

2,244 

1 

2,339  | 

6.8 

i 

6.7 

1 

7.1  1 

631  | 

681  | 

701 

Wife  and  other  family  member(s) . 

.1 

452 

1 

536 

1 

475  | 

1.4 

1 

1.6 

1 

1.4  | 

401  | 

397  | 

456 

Other  family  members  only . 

I 

173 

1 

I 

145 

1 

1 

218  | 

.5 

1 

1 

.4 

1 

•7  | 

431  | 

404  | 

414 

Families  maintained  by  women. . . . . 

1 

5,967 

1 

1 

6,101 

1 

1 

6,360  | 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0  | 

254  | 

271  | 

288 

One  worker . . . . 

•  1 

4,206 

1 

4,216 

1 

4,301  | 

70.5 

1 

69.1 

1 

67.6  | 

206  | 

213  | 

234 

Householder. ............................ 

3,246 

1 

3,243 

1 

3,235  | 

54.4 

1 

53.2 

1 

50.9  | 

213  | 

225  | 

244 

Other  family  member . . 

960 

1 

973 

1 

1,066  | 

16.1 

1 

15.9 

1 

16.8  | 

180  | 

175  | 

205 

Two  workers  or  more . . 

•  1 

1 

1,761 

1 

1 

1,885 

1 

1 

2,059  | 

29.5 

1 

I 

30.9 

1 

| 

32.4  | 

415  | 

453  | 

448 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1 

1,654 

1 

1 

1,682 

1 

1 

1,719  | 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

I 

1 

100.0  | 

389  | 

414  | 

401 

One  worker . . . 

1,113 

1 

998 

1 

1,049  | 

67.3 

1 

59.4 

1 

61.0  | 

323  I 

325  | 

300 

Householder . 

910 

1 

756 

1 

725  | 

55.0 

1 

44.9 

1 

42.2  | 

352  | 

363  | 

322 

Other  family  member . 

203 

1 

243 

1 

324  | 

12.3 

1 

14.4 

1 

18.8  | 

202  | 

229  | 

210 

Two  workers  or  more . 

jL 

541 

1 

± 

683 

1 

L 

670  | 

32.7 

1 

L 

40.6 

1 

L 

39.0  | 

570  | 

601  | 

606 

\J  Includes  a  small  number  of  families  where  the 
only  worker  is  an  unpaid  family  worker. 

2/  Excludes  families  where  the  husband,  wife,  or 
householder  is  self-employed. 


NOTE:  Data  on  families  for  1984  reflect  revised 
editing  and  weighting  procedures  and  therefore  are  not 
fully  comparable  to  data  for  prior  years.  Moreover, 
data  on  median  weekly  earnings  are  now  calculated 
using  $10  Intervals  rather  than  the  $50  intervals 
previously  used;  prior  years'  data  have  been 
recalculated. 


Table  2.  Race  and  Hispanic  origin:  Families  oy  number  and  relationship  of  workers,  total  median  usual  weekly  wage  and  salary 
earnings,  and  family  type,  quarterly  averages 

(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Type  of  family,  number  of  workers,  rac 
and  Hispanic  origin 

|  Numbers 

(in  thousands) 

1 

Percent 

distribution 

Median 

weekly  earnings 

e.  1 

1  HI 

1  1982 

1 

1 

J 

III 

1983 

1 

1 

1 

hi 

1984 

1 

1 

1 

III 

1982 

1 

1 

1 

III 

1983 

1 

1 

1 

hi  j 
1984  I 

III 

1982 

III 

1983 

III 

1984 

WHITE 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Total  families . 

1 

| 

1 

1 

I 

53,974 

1 

1 

| 

53,621 

1 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

100.0  | 

- 

- 

With  wage  and  salary  workers  1/ . 

1 

1 

1 

35,495 

1 

1 

35,325 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0  | 

$470 

$497 

$518 

One  worker . 

1 

16,772 

1 

15,940 

1 

48.5 

1 

47.3 

1 

45.1  | 

320 

338 

348 

Two  workers  or  more . 

1 

18,723 

1 

19,385 

1 

51.5 

1 

52.7 

1 

54.9  | 

614 

649 

675 

Married-couple  families . 

1 

29,683 

1 

29,493 

1 

100.0 

1 

100.0 

1 

100.0  | 

502 

524 

562 

One  worker . 

1 

12,993 

1 

12,201 

1 

44.8 

1 

43.8 

1 

41.4  | 

354 

371 

392 

Husband . 

1 

10,505 

1 

9,857 

1 

35.7 

1 

35.4 

1 

33.4  | 

402 

406 

427 

Wife . 

f 

1,854 

1 

1,772 

1 

6.9 

1 

6.2 

1 

6.0  | 

197 

204 

207 

Two  workers  or  more . 

1 

16,690 

1 

17,293 

1 

55.2 

1 

56.2 

1 

58.6  | 

631 

665 

697 

Husband  and  wife  only . . 

| 

1 

| 

11,210 

1 

1 

11,712 

1 

1 

37.2 

1 

1 

37.8 

I 

1 

39.7  j 

598 

627 

655 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

. 1  4,365 

1 

1 

4,459 

1 

1 

4,517 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0  | 

264 

287 

305 

One  worker . . . . 

1 

3,016 

1 

2,962 

1 

68.2 

1 

67.6 

1 

65.6  | 

214 

223 

249 

Two  workers  or  more . 

...I.. |  1,387 

| 

I 

I 

1,443 

1 

I 

1,555 

1 

I 

31.8 

1 

| 

32.4 

1 

1 

34.4  | 

423 

460 

464 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1 

1 

1 

1,353 

1 

1 

1,315 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0  | 

404 

447 

409 

One  worker . 

1 

764 

1 

777 

1 

66.9 

1 

56.4 

1 

59.1  | 

355 

356 

300 

Two  workers  or  more . 

. |  443 

| 

1 

| 

589 

1 

1 

537 

1 

1 

33.1 

1 

| 

43.6 

1 

1 

40.9  | 

580 

603 

627 

BLACK 

1 

1 

| 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Total  families . 

1 

| 

1 

1 

1 

6,855 

1 

1 

1 

6,759 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

| 

100.0 

I 

1 

100.0  | 

- 

- 

- 

With  wage  and  salary  workers  1/ . 

. 1  4,554 

1 

1 

4,677 

1 

1 

4,752 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0  | 

$331 

$350 

$365 

One  worker . 

. 1  2,419 

1 

2,418 

1 

2,481 

1 

53.1 

1 

51.7 

1 

52.2  | 

207 

210 

231 

Two  workers  or  more . . 

! 

2,258 

1 

2,271 

1 

46.9 

1 

48.3 

1 

47.8  | 

500 

548 

558 

Married-couple  families . 

1 

2,906 

1 

2,706 

1 

100.0 

1 

100.0 

1 

100.0  | 

404 

430 

470 

One  worker . 

. 1  1,109 

1 

1,116 

1 

998 

1 

39.1 

I 

38.4 

1 

36.9  | 

241 

240 

256 

Husband . 

1 

691 

1 

683 

1 

25.7 

1 

23.8 

1 

25.2  | 

277 

283 

302 

Wife . 

1 

345 

1 

268 

I 

11.6 

1 

11.9 

1 

9.9  | 

195 

199 

201 

Two  workers  or  more . 

. .|  1,727 

1 

1,790 

1 

1,708 

1 

60.9 

1 

61.6 

1 

63.1  | 

525 

580 

607 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

| 

1 

1 

1,284 

1 

| 

1,185 

1 

1 

44.7 

1 

1 

44.2 

1 

1 

43.8  | 

504 

550 

601 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

1 

1 

1 

1,503 

1 

1 

1,701 

1 

1 

100.0 

! 

i 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0  | 

212 

229 

241 

One  worker . . . . . . 

1 

1,101 

! 

1,243 

1 

77.3 

i 

73.2 

1 

73.1  | 

187 

186 

206 

Two  workers  or  more . 

1 

1 

1 

402 

1 

1 

458 

1 

1 

22.7 

i 

1 

26.8 

1 

1 

26.9  | 

372 

405 

398 

Families  maintained  by  men . . 

1 

1 

1 

268 

1 

1 

346 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

i 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0  | 

299 

315 

360 

One  worker . 

1 

202 

1 

240 

1 

70.4 

i 

75.3 

1 

69.5  | 

233 

269 

299 

Two  workers  or  more . 

1 

1 

j 

66 

1 

106 

1 

| 

29.6 

i 

1 

24.7 

I 

| 

30.5  | 

(2) 

(2) 

492 

HISPANIC  ORIGIN 

1 

1 

| 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

i 

| 

1 

1 

1 

Total  families . 

1 

1 

3,550 

1 

1 

3,421 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

i 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

1 

100.0  | 

- 

- 

- 

With  wage  and  salary  workers  1/ . 

1 

1 

1 

2,574 

1 

1 

2,497 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0  | 

$354 

$375 

$394 

One  worker . 

1 

1,317 

1 

1,202 

1 

55. 1 

i 

51.2 

1 

48.2  | 

241 

249 

253 

Two  workers  or  more . 

1 

1,257 

1 

1,295 

1 

44.9 

1 

48.8 

1 

51.8  | 

498 

538 

544 

Married-couple  families . 

. 1  1,972 

1 

1,994 

1 

1,879 

1 

100.0 

i 

100.0 

1 

100.0  | 

387 

407 

449 

One  worker . 

1 

932 

1 

807 

1 

51.3 

i 

46.8 

1 

42.9  | 

254 

269 

280 

Husband . 

1 

790 

1 

678 

1 

42.8 

1 

39.6 

! 

36.1  | 

284 

303 

300 

Wife . 

1 

91 

1 

85 

1 

6.4 

I 

4.6 

1 

4.5  | 

168 

(2) 

(2) 

Two  workers  or  more . 

1 

1,062 

1 

1,072 

1 

48.7 

i 

53.2 

1 

57.1  I 

515 

$561 

$564 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

I 

1 

1 

697 

1 

1 

675 

1 

1 

33.8 

1 

| 

34.9 

1 

1 

35.9  | 

498 

508 

542 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

1 

1 

1 

435 

1 

1 

438 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

i 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0  | 

211 

219 

248 

One  worker . 

1 

327 

1 

301 

1 

71.8 

i 

75.2 

1 

68.9  | 

193 

198 

188 

Two  workers  or  more . 

1 

108 

1 

136 

1 

28.2 

i 

1 

24.8 

1 

| 

31.1  I 

317 

383 

424 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1 

1 

145 

1 

1 

180 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0  | 

286 

373 

323 

One  worker . 

1 

57 

1 

94 

1 

64.8 

i 

39.5 

1 

52.3  | 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

Two  workers  or  more . 

1 

1 

1 

88 

1 

I 

86 

1 

L 

35.2 

i 

L 

60.5 

1 

L 

47-7  | 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

_1/  Excludes  families  where  the  husband,  wife,  or 
householder  Is  self-employed. 

2J  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,000. 

NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin 
groups  will  not  sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the 
"other  races"  group  are  not  presented  and  Hispanics  are 
included  in  both  the  white  and  black  population  groups. 


Data  on  families  for  1984  reflect  revised  editing  and 
weighting  procedures  and  therefore  are  not  fully 
comparable  to  data  for  prior  years.  Moreover,  data  on 
median  weekly  earnings  are  now  calculated  using  $10 
intervals  rather  than  the  $50  intervals  previously 
used;  prior  years'  data  have  been  recalculated. 


Table  3.  Families  with  unemployment  by  presence  and  relationship  of  worker(s)  to  unemployed  members,  total  median  usual  weekly  wage 
and  salary  earnings,  and  family  type,  quarterly  averages  B 


(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Type  of  family  and  relationship  of 
worker(s)  to  unemployed 

1  Numbers 

(in  thousands) 

Percent 

distribution 

Median 

we 

eklv  earnines 

1 

1  HI 

1  1982 

1 

1 

L 

III 

1983 

1 

1 

1 

hi 

1984 

III 

1982 

1 

1 

| 

III 

1983 

1 

1 

i 

hi 

1984 

III 

1982 

i 

i 

i 

III 

1983 

1 

1 

1 

hi 

1984 

Total  families . 

1 

1 

1 

7,899 

1 

1 

6,339 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

i 

i 

1 

| 

No  one  employed  _1/ . 

1 

2,343 

1 

1,804 

29.3 

1 

29.7 

1 

28.5 

_ 

i 

_ 

| 

Some  employed,  no  wage  or  salary  workers... 

1 

258 

1 

201 

2.9 

1 

3.3 

1 

3.2 

_ 

i 

_ 

| 

With  wage  or  salary  workers . 

. 1  5,598 

1 

5,299 

1 

4,333 

67.8 

1 

67.1 

1 

68.4 

_ 

i 

_ 

| 

Husband,  wife,  or  householder  self-employed .... |  225 

1 

202 

1 

168 

2.7 

1 

2.6 

1 

2.7 

_ 

i 

_ 

| 

_ 

All  other  families . 

. 1  5,373 

| 

1 

1 

5,097 

1 

1 

4,165 

65.1 

1 

| 

64.5 

1 

65.7 

$322 

i 

$354 

1 

$349 

Married-couple  families . 

1 

1 

4,150 

1 

1 

3,277 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

351 

i 

i 

376 

1 

1 

375 

Husband  unemployed  . 

1 

1,143 

1 

899 

30.0 

1 

27.5 

1 

27.4 

200 

i 

209 

1 

220 

Wife  only  worker . 

. 1  1,057 

1 

849 

1 

710 

24.4 

1 

20.5 

1 

21.7 

196 

i 

204 

I 

206 

Wife  and  other  worker(s) . 

1 

170 

1 

112 

3.0 

1 

4.1 

1 

3.4 

375 

i 

352 

1 

408 

Other  worker(s)  only . 

1 

124 

1 

77 

2.6 

1 

3.0 

1 

2.4 

123 

i 

135 

1 

(2) 

Wife  unemployed  . 

1 

1,455 

1 

1,230 

32.4 

1 

35.1 

1 

37.5 

341 

i 

375 

1 

$374 

Husband  only  worker . 

1 

1,248 

1 

1,034 

27.7 

1 

30.1 

1 

31.6 

323 

i 

357 

1 

350 

Husband  and  other  worker (s) . 

1 

179 

1 

145 

4.0 

1 

4.3 

1 

4.4 

558 

i 

617 

1 

664 

Other  worker(s)  only . 

1 

28 

1 

50 

.7 

1 

.7 

1 

1.5 

(2) 

i 

(2) 

1 

(2) 

Other  member(s)  unemployed  . 

. 1  1,633 

1 

1,552 

1 

1,149 

37.7 

1 

37.4 

1 

35.0 

$544 

i 

$576 

1 

$580 

Husband  or  wife  worker . 

1 

681 

1 

508 

15.8 

1 

16.4 

1 

15.5 

426 

i 

443 

1 

411 

Husband  and  wife  workers . 

1 

801 

1 

591 

20.4 

1 

19.3 

1 

18.0 

661 

i 

694 

1 

705 

Other  combinations  of  workers . 

| 

1 

1 

70 

1 

1 

50 

1.5 

1 

1 

1.7 

1 

I 

1.5 

(2) 

i 

(2) 

1 

(2) 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

1 

1 

721 

1 

1 

660 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

$221 

1 

1 

$254 

1 

1 

$243 

Householder  unemployed . 

. I  103 

1 

104 

1 

131 

13.2 

1 

14.4 

1 

19.8 

148 

i 

189 

! 

166 

Other  member(s)  unemployed . 

I 

1 

| 

617 

1 

| 

529 

86.8 

1 

1 

85.6 

1 

80.2 

240 

i 

267 

1 

I 

254 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1 

1 

1 

226 

1 

1 

227 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

303 

1 

1 

350 

1 

1 

332 

Householder  unemployed . 

1 

47 

1 

79 

18. 1 

1 

20.6 

1 

34.7 

(2) 

i 

(2) 

1 

(2) 

Other  member(s)  unemployed . 

1 

1 

L 

180 

1 

L 

148 

81.9 

1 

L 

79.4 

1 

L 

65.3 

$343 

i 

i 

$365 

1 

1 

$418 

_1  /  Includes  a  small  number  of  families  where  the 
only  worker  is  an  unpaid  family  worker. 

2/  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,000. 


NOTE:  Data  on  families  for  1984  reflect  revised 
editing  and  weighting  procedures  and  therefore 
are  not  fully  comparable  to  data  for  prior  years. 
Moreover,  data  on  median  weekly  earnings  are  now 
calculated  using  $10  intervals  rather  than  the  $50 
intervals  previously  used;  prior  years'  data  have 
been  recalculated. 


T*bl«  4.  Madlan  uaual  w*ekly  taming*  of  full-tim*  wag*  and  aalary  worker*  by  selected  characteristic* ,  quarterly 
averages 

(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Characteristic 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Number 

(in 

of  workers 
thousands) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Median  weekly  earnings 

1 

1 

1 

1 

L 

hi 

1982 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

III 

1983 

1 

1 

1 

1 

| 

1 

1 

III  | 

1984  | 

L 

III  | 

1982  | 

III  | 

1983  | 

III 

1984 

SEX  AND  AGE 

1 

1 

1 

| 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Total,  16  years  and  over . 

1 

....| 

i 

72,011 

1 

1 

1 

73,389 

1 

1 

1 

1 

77,016  | 

$302 

$308 

$324 

Men,  16  years  and  over . 

1 

....I 

42,975 

1 

1 

43,912 

1 

1 

1 

46,139  | 

363 

380 

400 

16  to  24  years . 

....| 

7,614 

1 

7,725 

1 

8,194  | 

210  | 

215  | 

225 

25  years  and  over . 

....I 

1 

35,361 

1 

1 

36,186 

1 

| 

37,945  | 

i 

402  | 

407  | 

425 

Women,  16  years  and  over . 

1 

....I 

29,036 

1 

1 

29,477 

1 

1 

i 

30,877  | 

237 

250  | 

258 

16  to  24  years . . . 

....I 

6,173 

1 

5,927 

1 

6,104  | 

183  | 

197  | 

201 

25  years  and  over . 

....| 

| 

22,863 

1 

1 

23,550 

1 

1 

24,772  | 

1 

254  | 

261  | 

282 

FAMILY  RELATIONSHIP 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

i 

i 

i 

Husbands . 

i 

29,045 

1 

1 

29,340 

1 

1 

i 

30,287  | 

403 

408 

439 

Wives . . . 

14,669 

1 

14,975 

1 

15,802  | 

245  | 

255  | 

273 

Others  in  married-couple  families.. 

....I 

1 

7,104 

1 

| 

7,170 

1 

1 

7,827  | 

| 

192  | 

203  | 

205 

Women  who  maintain  families . 

1 

....| 

4,008 

1 

1 

4,059 

1 

1 

4,378  | 

244 

254  | 

267 

Others  in  such  families . 

....1 

1 

2,543 

1 

1 

2,757 

1 

2,995  | 

| 

204 

206 

214 

Men  who  maintain  families . 

1 

....1 

1,320 

1 

1 

1,308 

1 

1 

1 

1,187  | 

361 

363 

367 

Others  in  such  families . 

i 

| 

798 

1 

| 

967 

1 

997  | 

1 

207 

227 

241 

All  other  men  1/ . 

i 

....| 

6,697 

1 

1 

6,877 

1 

1 

1 

7,392  | 

350  | 

354  | 

376 

All  other  women  _!/ . 

....1 

| 

5,825 

1 

| 

5,937 

1 

1 

6,151  | 

264  | 

265  | 

282 

RACE  AND  HISPANIC  ORIGIN 

1 

1 

| 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

White . 

i 

....| 

62,685 

1 

1 

63,880 

1 

1 

1 

66,717  | 

306 

320 

331 

Men . 

38,054 

1 

38,868 

1 

40,659  | 

374  | 

399  | 

402 

Women . 

....1 

24,631 

1 

25,012 

1 

26,059  | 

240  | 

251  | 

262 

Black . . . 

....1 

7,452 

1 

7,602 

1 

8,183  | 

248  | 

255  | 

264 

Men . 

3,897 

1 

3,977 

1 

4,311  | 

280  | 

299  | 

306 

Women . 

3,555 

1 

3,625 

1 

3,872  | 

214  | 

228  | 

238 

Hispanic  origin . 

....1 

4,130 

1 

4,328 

1 

4,522  | 

240  | 

248  | 

252 

Men . 

....1 

2,612 

1 

2,799 

1 

2,858  | 

263  | 

273  | 

279 

Women . 

....1 

L 

1,518 

1 

1 

1,529 

1 

| 

1,664  | 

L 

201  | 

205  | 

221 

1/  The  majority  of  these  persons  are  living  alone 
or  with  nonrelatives.  Also  included  are  persons  in 
married-couple  families  where  the  husband  or  wife  is 
in  the  Armed  Forces,  persons  in  unrelated  subfamilies 
and  some  whose  family  status  is  unknown. 


NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origln 

groups  will  not  sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the 
"other  races"  group  are  not  presented  and  Hispanics  are 
included  in  both  the  white  and  black  population  groups. 
Data  on  median  weekly  earnings  are  now  calculated 
using  $10  intervals  rather  than  the  $50  intervals 
previously  used;  prior  years'  data  have  been 
recalculated . 


Table  5.  Median  usual  weekly  earnings  of  full-time  wage  and  salary  workers  by  occupation  and  sex 
quarterly  averages 


(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


i 

i 

Number  of  workers 

1 

1 

Median  weekly 

Occupation  and  sex 

i 

i 

i 

(in  thousands) 

1 

1 

1 

earnings 

i 

i 

i 

III 

1  HI 

1 

1 

1 

hi 

|  III 

i 

1983 

|  1984 

1 

1983 

|  1984 

TOTAL 

1  1 

1 

1 

Managerial  and  professional  specialty . 

1 

1 

18,509  | 

$444 

1 

1 

$463 

Executive,  administrative,  and  managerial . 

..|  8,153  | 

9,033  | 

464 

1 

484 

Professional  specialty . . . 

|  | 

9,476  | 

420 

1 

455 

Technical,  sales,  and  administrative  support . 

1  1 

1 

23,218  | 

280 

1 

1 

298 

Technicians  and  related  support . 

..|  2,700  | 

2,733  | 

360 

1 

379 

Sales  occupations . 

7,003  | 

304 

1 

316 

Administrative  support,  including  clerical . 

1  1 

13,482  | 

1 

258 

1 

270 

Service  occupations . 

1 

8,085  | 

204 

1 

1 

206 

Private  household . 

351  | 

107 

1 

126 

Protective  service . 

••1  1.555  | 

1,499  | 

343 

1 

371 

Service,  except  private  household  and  protective . 

••1  5,937  | 

I  1 

6,234  | 

1 

188 

1 

1 

199 

Precision  production,  craft,  and  repair . 

1  1 

1 

11,049  | 

387 

1 

1 

382 

Mechanics  and  repairers . 

..|  3,654  | 

3,774  | 

388 

1 

399 

Construction  trades . 

••1  3,315  | 

3,450  | 

387 

1 

381 

Other  precision  production,  craft,  and  repair . 

••1  3.531  | 

1  1 

3,826  | 

385 

1 

I 

375 

Operators,  fabricators,  and  laborers . 

1  1 

14,555  | 

274 

1 

1 

292 

Machine  operators,  assemblers,  and  inspectors . 

..|  7,180  | 

7,072  | 

261 

1 

283 

Transportation  and  material  moving  occupations . . 

3,825  | 

329 

1 

35  7 

Handlers,  equipment  cleaners,  helpers,  and  laborers... 

..|  3,269  | 

3,658  | 

240 

1 

248 

Farming,  forestry,  and  fishing . 

1  1 

1  1 

1,600  | 

1 

193 

1 

1 

1 

202 

Men 

1  1 

i 

1 

Managerial  and  professional  specialty . 

1  1 

1 

10,779  | 

517 

1 

1 

553 

Executive,  administrative,  and  managerial . 

..|  5,407  I 

5,746  | 

551 

1 

558 

Professional  specialty . . . 

••1  4,797  | 

|  I 

5,033  | 

1 

507 

1 

1 

544 

Technical,  sales,  and  administrative  support . 

..|  8,372  | 

8,  724  | 

400 

1 

404 

Technicians  and  related  support . 

1,481  | 

443 

1 

455 

Sales  occupations . . . 

4.207  | 

401 

1 

403 

Administrative  support,  including  clerical . 

..|  2,931  | 

3,036  | 

1 

362 

1 

1 

380 

Service  occupations . 

1  1 
••1  3,945  | 

1 

3,950  | 

254 

1 

1 

256 

Private  household . 

9  1 

(1) 

1 

(1) 

Protective  service . 

*.|  1.400  | 

1.312  | 

$352 

1 

$384 

Service,  except  private  household  and  protective . 

..|  2,532  | 

2,628  | 

221 

1 

1 

221 

Precision  production,  craft,  and  repair . 

..|  9,718  | 

10,165  | 

401 

1 

1 

400 

Mechanics  and  repairers . 

••1  3,544  | 

3,694  | 

390 

1 

399 

Construction  trades . 

..|  3,265  | 

3,398  | 

393 

1 

382 

Other  precision  production,  craft,  and  repair . 

..j  2,909  | 

3,072  | 

406 

1 

1 

405 

Operators,  fabricators,  and  laborers . 

1  1 

1 

11,090  | 

306 

1 

322 

Machine  operators,  assemblers,  and  inspectors........ 

..|  4,350  | 

4,360  | 

320 

1 

340 

Transportation  and  material  moving  occupations....... 

..|  3,267  | 

3,632  | 

341 

1 

361 

Handlers,  equipment  cleaners,  helpers,  and  laborers.. 

••1  2,733  | 

1  I 

3,098  | 

| 

244 

1 

1 

252 

Farming,  forestry,  and  fishing.. . 

..|  1,324  | 

1  | 

1,431  | 

1 

197 

1 

1 

203 

Women 

1  1 

I  I 

i 

| 

1 

I 

Managerial  and  professional  specialty . 

7,730  | 

355 

1 

380 

Executive,  administrative,  and  managerial . 

..|  2,746  | 

3,287  .| 

345 

1 

363 

Professional  specialty . . . 

1  1 

4,443  | 

| 

358 

1 

1 

392 

Technical,  sales,  and  administrative  support . 

14,494  | 

247 

1 

255 

Technicians  and  related  support . . . 

1,252  | 

301 

1 

307 

Sales  occupations . . . 

2,796  | 

203 

1 

216 

Administrative  support,  including  clerical... . 

|  1 

10,446  | 

| 

248 

1 

1 

255 

Service  occupations . 

4,135  | 

168 

1 

177 

Private  household . 

342  | 

106 

1 

126 

Protective  service . 

187  | 

245 

1 

301 

Service,  except  private  household  and  protective . 

...|  3,405  | 

1  1 

3,606  | 

j 

172 

1 

1 

178 

Precision  production,  craft,  and  repair . 

885  | 

244 

1 

245 

Mechanics  and  repairers . 

80  | 

356 

1 

(1) 

Construction  trades . 

52  | 

(.1) 

1 

(1) 

Other  precision  production,  craft,  and  repair . 

1  1 

753  | 

| 

$238 

1 

1 

$244 

Operators,  fabricators,  and  laborers . 

3,464  | 

203 

1 

209 

Machine  operators,  assemblers,  and  inspectors . 

...|  2,830  | 

2,712  | 

202 

1 

208 

Transportation  and  material  moving  occupations . 

192  | 

224 

1 

249 

Handlers,  equipment  cleaners,  helpers,  and  laborers.. 

1  1 

560  j 
| 

206 

1 

| 

212 

Farming,  forestry,  and  fishing . 

J_L 

169  | 

L 

183 

1 

L 

167 

1/  Data  not  shown  where  base  1  tnan  NOTE:  Data  on  median  weekly  earnings  are 

1007000.  now  calculated  using  $10  intervals  rather 

than  the  $50  Intervals  previously  used; 
prior  years'  data  have  been  recalculated. 


Table  6.  Median  usual  weekly  earnings  of  part-time  wage  and  salary  workers  by  selected  characteristics,  quarterly 

averages 


(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Charac  ter is  tic 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Number 

(in 

of  workers 
thousands ) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Median  weekly  earnings 

I 

1 

1  HI 

|  1982 

L 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

III  | 

1983  | 

1 

1 

1 

III  | 

1984  | 

1 

1 

1 

III  | 

1982  | 

1 

III 

1983 

III 

1984 

SEX  AND  AGE 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

! 

Total,  16  years  and  over . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

16,762  | 

1 

1 

16,515  | 

1 

1 

$88  | 

$91 

$96 

Men,  16  years  and  over . 

1 

1 

5,340  | 

5,021 

1 

87  | 

88 

93 

16  to  24  years . 

1 

3,188  | 

2,918  | 

75  | 

79 

81 

25  years  and  over . 

1 

I 

1 

2,151  | 

2,103  | 

113  | 

1 1 1 

109 

Women,  16  years  and  over . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

11,422  | 

1 

11,494  | 

1 

88  | 

92 

99 

16  to  24  years . 

1 

4,011  | 

3,971  | 

73  | 

76 

80 

25  years  and  over . 

....|  7,178 

I 

1 

1 

7,411  | 

7,523  | 

101  | 

104 

107 

FAMILY  RELATIONSHIP 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Husbands . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1,436  | 

1 

1,372  | 

1 

119  | 

114 

111 

Wives . 

1 

5,833  | 

5,875  1 

102  | 

106 

108 

Others  in  married-couple  families... 

- !  4,517 

I 

1 

1 

4,877  | 

| 

4,579  | 

70  | 

73 

78 

Women  who  maintain  families . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

834  | 

1 

836  | 

1 

95  | 

99 

99 

Others  in  such  families . 

| 

1 

1 

1,231  | 

1 

1,312  | 

} 

73  | 

79 

80 

Men  who  maintain  families . 

1 

1 

1 

80  | 

70 

(1)  1 

(1) 

(1) 

Others  in  such  families . 

1 

1 

1 

332  | 

I 

290  | 

1 

$71  | 

$89 

$89 

All  other  men  2/ . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

719  | 

1 

750  | 

1 

102  | 

112 

106 

All  other  women  2 J . 

1 

1 

1 

1,420  | 

| 

1,430  | 

I 

94  | 

1 

96 

103 

RACE  AND  HISPANIC  ORIGIN 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

White . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

14,749.  | 

1 

14,286  | 

1 

89  | 

93 

98 

Men . 

1 

4,551  | 

4,186  | 

88  | 

89 

92 

Women . 

- |  9,774 

1 

10,197  | 

10,100  | 

89  | 

94 

100 

Black . 

....|  1,498 

1 

1,606  | 

1,734  | 

79  | 

82 

87 

Men . 

1 

1 

628  | 

62  7  | 

80  | 

83 

91 

Women . 

....|  932 

1 

978  | 

1,107  | 

78  | 

81 

85 

Hispanic  origin . 

•  ...|  740 

1 

819  | 

805  | 

88  | 

100 

89 

Men . 

1 

282  | 

270  | 

85  | 

106 

95 

Women . 

1 

1 

J 

538  | 

1 

535  | 

L 

91  | 

L 

94 

88 

\J  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,000. 

2/  The  majority  of  these  persons  are  living  alone 
or  with  nonrelatives.  Also  included  are  persons  in 
married-couple  families  where  the  husband  or  wife  is 
in  the  Armed  Forces,  persons  in  unrelated  subfamilies, 
and  some  whose  family  status  is  unknown. 


NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-or igin 

groups  will  not  sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the 
"other  races"  group  are  not  presented  and  Hispanics  are 
included  in  both  the  white  and  black  population  groups. 
Data  on  median  weekly  earnings  are  now  calculated 
using  $10  intervals  rather  than  the  $50  intervals 
previously  used;  prior  years'  data  have  been  recalculat 
ed  . 


Table  7.  Percent  change  In  current  and  in  constant  dollars  of  median  usual  weekly  earnings  of 
families  by  selected  characteristics 


(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Families 

1 

1 

Percent 

current 

change  in 
dollars  | 

Percent  change  in 
constant  dollars 

1 

1 

1 

1982  III 

to 

1983  III 

I  1983  III  | 

1  to  | 

1  1984  III  | 

1982  III  | 

to  | 

1983  III  I 

1983  III 

to 

1984  III 

Total  families  with  earners  1/. 

1 

....| 

5.8 

1  1 

1  4.8  | 

3. 1 

0.6 

One  earner . 

....| 

4.0 

2.7  | 

1.3  | 

-1.4 

Two  earners  or  more . 

....| 

| 

6.0 

1  4.0  | 

3.3  | 

-.2 

Married-couple  families . 

1 

....| 

3.3 

1  1 

1  7.8  | 

.6 

3.5 

One  earner . 

4.3 

1  3.9  | 

1.6  | 

—  3 

Two  earners  or  more . 

....| 

1 

5.8 

1  4.5  | 

1  1 

3-1  I 

.3 

Families  maintained  by  women. 

1 

....| 

6.5 

1  1 

1  6.3  | 

3.8  | 

2.0 

One  earner . 

....| 

3.1 

1  9.7  | 

•5  | 

5.3 

Two  earners  or  more . 

| 

9.2 

1  -1.2  | 

6.4  | 

-5.2 

Families  maintained  by  men... 

1 

....| 

6.4 

1  1 

1  -3.2  | 

3.7  | 

-7. 1 

One  earner . 

....| 

.6 

1  -7.7  | 

-1.9  | 

-11.4 

Two  earners  or  more . 

....| 

| 

5.5 

1  .7| 

i  i 

2.8  | 

-3.3 

White . . . 

1 

....| 

1 

5.6 

1  ! 

1  4.3  | 

i  i 

2.9 

.1 

Black . 

1 

....| 

| 

5.9 

1  1 

1  4.3  | 

i  i 

3.2 

.2 

Hispanic  origin . 

1 

....| 

1 

6.0 

1  1 

1  5.1  | 

1_ L 

3.2 

.9 

1/  The  Consumer  Price  Index 

for 

NOTE:  Data  on  median 

weekly  earn- 

All  Urban  Consumers (CPI  U)  is  used  to 

ings  are  now 

calculated  using  $10 

convert  current  dollars  to  constant 

intervals  rather  the  $50 

intervals 

dollars . 

previously  used;  prior  years'  data 

2/  Excludes  families  where 

the 

have  been  recalculated. 

husband,  wife,  or  householder  is 
self-employed . 


Table  8.  Percent  change  in  current  and  in  constant  dollars  of  median  usual  weekly 
earnings  of  full-time  wage  and  salary  workers  by  selected  characteristics 


(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Characteristic 

Percent  change  in 
current  dollars 

Percent  change  in 
constant  dollars 

|  1982  III  | 

1  to  | 

1  1983  III  I 

1983  III 

to 

1984  III 

1982  III  | 
to 

1983  III  I 

1983  III 

to 

1984  III 

Total,  16  years  and  over . 

1  1 

I  1 

5.3 

1 

-0.9  | 

1.1 

Men,  16  years  and  over . 

1  1 

5.0 

2.2  | 

.8 

16  to  24  years . 

4.7 

-.5  | 

.5 

25  years  and  over . 

1  | 

4.4 

-1.3  | 

| 

.2 

Women,  16  years  and  over . 

1  1 

3.4 

2.6  | 

-.8 

16  to  24  yeafs . 

2.2 

5.0  | 

-2.0 

25  years  and  over . 

1  | 

8. 1 

•2  | 

1 

3.8 

White . 

1  1 

3-6 

1.8  | 

-.5 

Men . 

.8 

3.9  | 

-3.3 

Women . . . 

I  | 

4.4 

1-9  | 

1 

.2 

Black . 

1  1 

3.5 

•2  | 

-.6 

Men . 

2.2 

4.2  | 

-1.9 

Women . 

|  1 

4. 1 

3.9  | 

1 

-.  1 

Hispanic  origin . 

1  1 

1 _ L 

1.5 

•7  | 

I 

-2.6 

1/  The  Consumer  P'-^'  Index  for 

All  Urban  Consume’*0  (CPI _ U)  is  used  to 

convert  current  dollars  to  constant 
dollars . 


NOTE:  Data  on  median  weekly  earn 

ings  are  now  calculated  using  $10 
intervals  rather  the  $50  intervals 
previously  used;  prior  years'  data 
have  been  recalculated. 
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EARNINGS  OF  WORKERS  AND  THEIR  FAMILIES:  SECOND  QUARTER  1984 

Strong  gains  in  the  weekly  earnings  of  families  and  individuals  over  the  past  year  exceeded 
the  4.3  percent  rise  in  consumer  prices,  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor's  Bureau  of  Labor 
Statistics  reported  today.  Median  earnings  for  families  with  wage  and  salary  workers  were  .  $501 
a  week  in  the  second  quarter  of  1984,  7.1  percent  higher  than  a  year  earlier.  Median  earnings 
for  individuals  holding  full-time  wage  and  salary  jobs  were  $325,  up  5.4  percent  over  the  year. 

These  data  are  from  the  Current  Population  Survey — a  sample  survey  of  households  in  which 
respondents  are  asked  how  much  each  wage  and  salary  worker  usually  earns  per  week.  Consumer 
prices  are  measured  by  the  CPI-U.  See  explanatory  note  on  page  2.  Other  highlights  of  the  data 
for  the  second  quarter  of  1984: 

— Fifty-four  percent  of  all  wage-earning  families — almost  21.9  million  families — had  two 
or  more  earners;  median  weekly  earnings  for  this  group  were  $652,  compared  with  $326  for 
families  with  one  earner.  Median  earnings  of  married-couple  families  ($545)  continued 
to  be  roughly  twice  those  of  families  maintained  by  women  ($279).  Weekly  earnings  grew 
over  the  year  for  married  couples  and  families  maintained  by  women  but  remained  about 
the  same  for  families  maintained  by  men.  (See  table  1.) 

— While  median  earnings  levels  of  white  families  ($508)  continued  to  be  higher  than  for 
either  black  ($366)  or  Hispanic  ($385)  families,  the  earnings  of  all  three  groups  rose 
over  the  year.  This  is  in  contrast  to  a  year  earlier,  when  only  earnings  for  whites 
increased.  (See  table  2.) 

— About  three-fifths  of  the  6.5  million  families  with  an  unemployed  member  had  an 
employed  wage  and  salary  worker.  Median  earnings  for  these  families  were  $338  a  week. 
Among  married-couple  families,  weekly  earnings  were  $206  where  the  husband  was 
unemployed  and  the  wife  was  the  only  wage  and  salary  worker.  At  the  other  end  of  the 
spectrum,  median  family  earnings  were  $709  where  both  the  husband  and  wife  worked  and 
someone  else — such  as  a  son  or  daughter — was  jobless.  (See  table  3.) 

— Median  weekly  earnings  of  individual  wage  and  salary  workers  who  usually  work  full 
time  were  $325  ($399  for  men  and  $258  for  women).  Earnings  of  whites  ($333  per  week) 
exceeded  those  of  blacks  and  Hispanics  by  about  $70.  (See  table  4.) 

— Among  the  major  occupational  groups,  full-time  workers  in  executive,  administrative, 
and  managerial  jobs  earned  the  most  ($477),  while  those  in  farming,  forestry,  and 
fishing  jobs  earned  the  least  ($200).  For  women,  those  employed  in  the  professional 
specialty  occupations  earned  the  most  ($387),  about  $30  more  than  those  who  were 
executive,  administrative,  and  managerial  workers.  (See  table  5.) 
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EXPLANATORY  NOTE 
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The  estimates  in  this  release  were  obtained  from  the  Current  Population  Survey  (CPS),  which 
provides  the  basic  information  on  the  labor  force,  employment,  and  unemployment.  The  survey  is 
conducted  monthly  for  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  from  a 
scientifically  selected  national  sample  of  households,  with  coverage  in  all  50  States  and  the 
District  of  Columbia.  The  size  of  the  monthly  sample  is  about  60,000  households. 

The  quarterly  earnings  data  for  individuals  are  similar  to,  but  not  entirely  compatible  with, 
CPS  earnings  data  previously  reported  for  May  between  1967  and  1978.  Differences  stem  from 
slight  changes  in  collection  procedures,  in  the  definition  of  wage  and  salary  workers,  and  in 
processing  methods.  For  example,  whereas  the  earnings  information  for  the  May  series  was 
collected  from  the  entire  CPS  sample  once  a  year,  the  earnings  questions  now  are  asked  each 
month  from  one-quarter  of  the  sample  and  cumulated  to  provide  quarterly  and  annual  averages. 
The  reliability  of  the  quarterly  series  is  almost  as  high,  and  that  of  the  annual  averages  is 
much  higher,  than  the  reliability  of  the  May  series. 

In  addition,  the  current  earnings  series,  in  contrast  to  the  May  series,  excludes  from  the 
universe  those  self-employed  workers  who  are  classified  as  wage  and  salary  workers  because  their 
businesses  are  incorporated.  Yet  another  change  is  that  the  earnings  of  nonrespondents,  which 
had  previously  not  been  taken  into  account,  are  now  imputed  in  order  to  minimize  any  bias  that 
might  result  from  differences  in  response  rates  among  groups  with  vastly  different  earnings 
levels.  Nonresponses  over  the  1979-81  period  averaged  about  17  percent  for  the  question  on 
weekly  earnings.  The  allocation  procedure  used  to  impute  missing  earnings  information  is 
similar  to  that  used  in  processing  other  CPS  data  and  the  decennial  census:  The  record  of  a 
worker  with  a  missing  entry  for  an  item  is  matched  with  the  record  of  a  worker  of  similar 
demographic  and  other  characteristics  with  an  entry.  (See  "Computer  Method  to  Process  Missing 
Income  and  Work  Experience  Information  in  the  Current  Population  Survey,"  by  Emmett  F.  Spiers 
and  Joseph  J.  Knott,  the  American  Statistical  Association,  Proceedings  of 
the  Social  Statistics  Section,  1969.) 


Reliability 

In  any  sample  survey,  variations  in  the  data  can  occur  by  chance  because  a  sample,  rather  than 
the  whole  of  the  population  is  surveyed.  The  standard  error  is  a  measure  of  such  potential 
variation.  The  chances  are  about  68  out  of  100  that  an  estimate  from  the  survey  differs  from  a 
figure  that  would  be  obtained  from  a  complete  census  by  less  than  one  standard  error. 


The  data  also  are  subject  to  nonsampling  errors,  including  errors  of  response.  A  special  test 
survey  to  gauge  the  accuracy  of  earnings  data  from  the  CPS  was  conducted  in  January  1977.  (See 
"Comparing  Earnings  Data  from  the  CPS  and  Employer  Records,"  by  Larry  Carstensen  and  Henry 
Woltman,  U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  the  American  Statistical  Association, 
Proceedings  of  the  Social  Statistics  Section,  1979. 

For  a  fuller  discussion  of  the  quality  of  earnings  data  from  the  CPS  and  detailed  tables  of 
standard  errors,  see  Earl  F.  Mellor,  Technical  Description  of  the  Quarterly  Data  on  Weekly 
Earnings  from  the  Current  Population  Survey,  BLS  Bulletin  2113,  January  1982,  available 
for  $2.25  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington, 
D.C.  20402,  or  from  BLS  Regional  Offices. 

Definitions 

The  principal  definitions  used  in  connection  with  the  earnings  series  are  described  briefly 
below. 

Family.  A  family  is  a  group  of  two  or  more  persons  residing  together  who  are  related  by  blood, 
marriage,  or  adoption.  The  counts  of  persons  by  family  status  refer  to  their  positions  in 
primary  families  only,  that  is,  all  persons  in  the  household  who  are  related  to  the 
householder . 

Householder .  A  householder  is  the  person  (or  one  of  the  persons)  in  whose  name  the  housing  unit 
is  owned  or  rented.  For  purposes  of  this  report,  the  term  is  never  applied  to  either  husbands 

or  wives  in  married-couple  families.  As  used  here,  the  term  "householder"  relates  only  to 

persons  in  families  maintained  by  either  men  or  women  without  a  spouse. 

Wage  and  salary  workers.  Workers  who  receive  Wa'ges,  salaries,  commissions,  tips,  payment  in 

kind,  or  piece  rates.  The  group  includes  employees  in  both  the  private  and  public  sectors,  but, 

for  the  the  purposes  of  the  earnings  str.es,  excludes  self-employed  persons  whose  businesses  are 
incorporated . 


Full-time 

principal 

workers . 

job. 

Workers 

who 

usually 

work 

35  hours  or  more 

pe-r 

week 

at 

their 

sole 

or 

Part-time 

principal 

workers. 

job. 

Workers 

who 

usually 

work 

fewer  than  35  hours 

per 

week 

at 

their 

sole 

or 

Usual  weekly  earnings.  Data  on  usual  weekly  earnings  are  provided  from  responses  to  the 
question  "How  much  does  ...  USUALLY  earn  per  week  at  this  job  before  deductions?  Include  any 
overtime  pay,  commissions,  or  tips  usually  received."  The  response  is  for  the  worker's  sole  or 
principal  job.  The  term  "usual"  is  as  perceived  by  the  respondent.  If  the  respondent  asks  for 
a  definition  of  "usual,"  interviewers  are  instructed  to  define  the  term  as  more  than  half  the 
weeks  worked  during  the  past  4  or  5  months. 

Change  in  constant  dollars.  The  Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  is  used 
to  convert  current  dollars  to  constant  dollars. 

I 

Hispanic  origin.  Refers  to  persons  who  are  of  Mexican,  Puerto  Rican,  Cuban,  Central  or  South 
American,  or  other  Hispanic  origin  or  descent.  Persons  of  Hispanic  origin  may  be  of  any  race; 
hence,  they  are  included  in  the  numbers  for  the  white  and  black  population. 


Table  1.  Families  by  number  and  relationship  of  workers,  median  usual  weekly  wage  and  salary  earnings,  and  family  type 
quarterly  averages  ' 

(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Type  of  family  and  number  of  workers 

|  Numbers 

(in  thousands) 

i 

Pe  rcer  * 

distribution 

Median 

weekly  earnings 

I 

1  II 
|  1982 

II 

1983 

i 

i 

i 

II 

1984 

i 

i 

i 

II 

1982 

i 

i 

i 

II 

1983 

i 

i 

i 

II 

1984 

II 

1982 

II 

1983 

11 

1984 

Total  families . 

1 

|  61,644 

61,974 

i 

i 

61,869 

1 

I 

100.0 

i 

i 

100.0 

1 

| 

100.0 

No  one  employed  1/ . 

|  12,127 

12,651 

i 

12,115 

i 

19.7 

i 

20.4 

1 

19.6 

_ 

_ 

Some  employed,  no  wage  or  salary  worker^ . 

|  4,344 

4,265 

i 

4,106 

i 

7.0 

i 

6.9 

1 

6.6 

- 

_ 

_ 

With  wage  or  salary  workers . 

1  45,172 

45,058 

i 

45,648 

i 

73.3 

i 

72.7 

1 

73.8 

- 

_ 

_ 

Husband,  wife,  or  householder  self-employed.... 

1  4,241 

4,525 

i 

5,050 

i 

6.9 

i 

7.3 

i 

8.2 

- 

- 

_ 

All  other  families . 

|  40,931 

40,533 

i 

40,598 

i 

66.4 

i 

65.4 

i 

65.6 

$453 

$468 

$501 

Total  families  with  wage  or  salary  workers  2/.. 

|  40,931 

40,533 

1 

40,598 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

453 

468 

501 

One  worker . . 

1  19,773 

19,757 

i 

18,737 

i 

48.3 

i 

48.7 

i 

46.2 

303 

308 

326 

Two  workers  or  more.... . 

|  21,158 

20,775 

i 

21,861 

i 

51.7 

i 

51.3 

i 

53.8 

599 

623 

652 

Married-couple  families . 

I  33,235 

32,997 

1 

32,763 

1 

100.0 

1 

100.0 

1 

I 

100.0 

500 

507 

545 

One  worker . 

|  14,490 

14,558 

i 

13,434 

i 

43.6 

i 

44.1 

i 

41.0 

341 

352 

368 

Husband . 

|  11,426 

11,230 

i 

10,589 

i 

34.4 

i 

34.0 

i 

32.3 

388 

403 

415 

Wlf . 

|  2,404 

2,584 

i 

2,164 

i 

7.2 

i 

7.8 

i 

6.6 

200 

204 

204 

Other  family  member . 

|  660 

745 

i 

682 

i 

2.0 

i 

2.3 

i 

2.1 

186 

200 

200 

Two  workers  or  more . 

|  18,746 

18,438 

i 

19,328 

i 

56.4 

i 

55.9 

i 

59.0 

613 

644 

675 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

|  13,017 

12,657 

i 

13,437 

i 

39.2 

i 

38.4 

41.0 

584 

614 

644 

Husband,  wife,  and  other(s) . 

|  2,913 

2,968 

i 

3,129 

i 

8.8 

i 

9.0 

9.5 

819 

849 

882 

Husband  and  other  family  meraber(s) . 

|  2,235 

2,110 

i 

2,083 

i 

6.7 

l 

6.4 

i 

6.4 

639 

641 

675 

Wife  and  other  family  raember(s) . 

|  446 

548 

i 

530 

i 

1.3 

i 

1.7 

i 

1.6 

370 

388 

407 

Other  family  members  only . 

|  134 

156 

i 

149 

i 

.4 

i 

.5 

i 

.5 

387 

338 

361 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

1  5,891 

5,828 

1 

6,218 

1 

100.0 

1 

100.0 

1 

100.0 

251 

266 

279 

One  worker . 

1  4,185 

4,126 

i 

4,296 

i 

71.0 

i 

70.8 

i 

69.1 

203 

215 

229 

Householder . 

|  3,328 

3,179 

i 

3,305 

i 

56.5 

i 

54.5 

i 

53.1 

208 

225 

234 

Other  family  member . 

|  857 

94  7 

i 

991 

i 

14.6 

i 

16.3 

i 

15.9 

178 

199 

211 

Two  workers  or  more . 

|  1,706 

1,702 

i 

1,922 

i 

29.0 

i 

29.2 

i 

30.9 

416 

429 

437 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1 

|  1,805 

1,708 

1 

1 

1,617 

1 

100.0 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

407 

406 

408 

One  worker . . . 

|  1,098 

1,073 

i 

1,007 

i 

60.9 

i 

62.8 

i 

62.3 

342 

336 

333 

Householder . 

I  885 

852 

i 

766 

i 

49.0 

i 

49.9 

i 

47.3 

368 

380 

385 

Other  family  member . 

1  213 

221 

i 

242 

i 

11.8 

i 

13.0 

1 

14.9 

250 

189 

224 

Two  workers  or  more . 

|  707 

j 

635 

i 

i 

610 

i 

i 

39.1 

i 

L 

37.2 

i 

I 

37.7 

564 

_ 

604 

589 

W  Includes  a  small  number  of  families  where  he 
only  worker  Is  an  unpaid  family  worker. 

2/  Excludes  families  where  the  husband,  wife,  or 
householder  is  self-employed.. 


NOTE:  Data  on  families  for  1984  reflect  revised 
editing  and  weighting  procedures  and  are  not  comparable 
with  data  for  1983  and  prior  years.  Moreover,  data  on 
median  weekly  earning6  are  now  derived  using  $10  intervals 
rather  than  the  $50  intervals  previously  used.  Data  for 
1983  and  prior  years  have  been  recalculated  and  are  not 
comparable  with  previously  published  data. 


Table  2.  Race  and  Hispanic  origin:  Families  by  number  and  relationship  of  workers,  median  usual  weekly  wage  and  salary  earnings, 
and  family  type,  quarterly  averages  * 

(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Type  of  family,  number  of  workers,  race, 
and  Hispanic  origin 

|  Numbers 

(in  thousands) 

Percent 

distr ibut ion 

Median 

weekly  earnings 

i 

i  ii 

1  1982 

ii 

1983 

II 

1984 

II 

1982 

II 

1983 

II 

1984 

II 

1982 

II 

1983 

II 

1984 

WHITE 

1 

1 

Total  families... . . 

53,606 

53,662 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

- 

With  wage  and  salary  workers  1/ . 

34,931 

35,075 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

$467 

$485 

$508 

16,773 

15,990 

47.8 

48.0 

45.6 

309 

327 

350 

Two  workers  or  more.... . . 

18,158 

19,085 

52.2 

52.0 

54.4 

605 

633 

661 

Married-couple  families . 

29,318 

29,274 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

502 

512 

551 

One  worker . 

13,015 

12,150 

43.9 

44.4 

41.5 

353 

359 

382 

10,183 

9,735 

35.1 

34.7 

33.3 

400 

406 

424 

Wife . 

2,173 

1,813 

6.8 

7.4 

6.2 

200 

203 

206 

16,303 

17,124 

56.1 

55.6 

58.5 

620 

651 

682 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

11,121 

11,835 

38.7 

37.9 

40.4 

588 

620 

651 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

4,239 

4,515 

100.0 

| 

100.0 

100.0 

259 

278 

302 

One  worker . . . 

2,902 

3,049 

69.7 

68.4 

67.5 

208 

230 

244 

Two  workers  or  more.... . . 

1,337 

1 ,466 

30.3 

31.6 

32.5 

422 

430 

451 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1,374 

1,286 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

419 

432 

431 

One  worker . 

856 

791 

61.3 

62.3 

61.5 

353 

363 

356 

Two  workers  or  more . . . . 

518 

495 

38.7 

37.7 

38.5 

581 

633 

597 

BLACK 

Total  families . . 

6,904 

6,779 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

- 

- 

- 

With  wage  and  salary  workers  1/ . 

4,612 

4,565 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

$342 

$340 

$366 

One  worker . 

2,550 

2,355 

53.8 

55.3 

51.6 

212 

219 

229 

Two  workers  or  more . 

2,062 

2,210 

46.2 

44.7 

48.4 

521 

546 

557 

Married-couple  families . 

2,856 

2,701 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

413 

406 

460 

One  worker . 

1,207 

999 

41.4 

42.3 

|  37.0 

248 

252 

256 

Hu 8  band . 

796 

646 

27.6 

27.9 

23.9 

284 

288 

328 

Wife . 

331 

289 

11.7 

11.6 

|  10.7 

202 

203 

175 

Two  workers  or  more . 

1,648 

1,702 

58.6 

1 

57.7 

|  63.0 

541 

565 

594 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

1,202 

1,274 

43.5 

42.1 

|  47.2 

533 

564 

582 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

1 

1,470 

1,559 

100.0 

100.0 

|  100.0 

219 

224 

238 

One  worker . 

1,146 

1  1.151 

75.4 

78.0 

|  73.8 

183 

186 

202 

Two  workers  or  more. . 

324 

408 

24.6 

22.0 

|  26.2 

385 

413 

402 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1 

286 

|  304 

100.0 

100.0 

|  100.0 

367 

300 

345 

One  worker . 

197 

|  204 

64.5 

68.6 

|  67.2 

307 

233 

248 

Two  workers  or  more . 

90 

j  100 

35.5 

31.4 

j  32.8 

485 

(2) 

567 

HISPANIC  ORIGIN 

1 

i 

Total  families . . 

1 

3,535 

1  3,761 

100.0 

100.0 

|  100.0 

- 

With  wage  and  salary  workers  1/ . 

1 

2,488 

1  2,705 

100.0 

100.0 

|  100.0 

$372 

$365 

$385 

1,338 

1,380 

48.0 

53.8 

|  51.0 

246 

254 

261 

Two  workers  or  more . . . . 

1,150 

i  1.325 

52.0 

46.2 

|  49.0 

509 

519 

542 

Married-couple  families . 

1,930 

|  2,088 

100.0 

100.0 

|  100.0 

401 

399 

412 

998 

1  i.on 

45.5 

51.7 

j  48.4 

259 

260 

286 

835 

|  893 

38.9 

43.2 

42.8 

283 

295 

305 

Wife . 

111 

j  89 

4.6 

j 

5.8 

1  4 . 3 

(2) 

192 

(2) 

Two  workers  or  more . 

932 

I  1,077 

54.5 

48.3 

|  51.6 

$521 

531 

$555 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

573 

|  684 

35.1 

29.7 

j  32.8 

499 

518 

529 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

1 

431 

|  497 

100.0 

100.0 

|  100.0 

247 

267 

281 

285 

|  318 

65.8 

66.1 

|  63.9 

190 

208 

221 

Two  workers  or  more . . . 

146 

|  179 

34.2 

33.9 

|  36.1 

429 

377 

|  400 

j 

1 

126 

|  119 

100.0 

100.0 

|  100.0 

374 

|  383 

|  406 

54 

1  51 

37.1 

42.9 

|  42.5 

(2) 

1  (2) 

1  ID 

Two  workers  or  more . 

72 

1  59 

62.9 

57.1 

57.5 

(2) 

1  (2) 

I  (2) 

1/  Excludes  families  where  the  husband,  wife,  or 
householder  is  self-employed. 

2 /  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,000. 

NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic_origin 

groups  will  not  sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the 
"other  races"  group  are  not  presented  and  Hispanics  are 
included  in  both  the  white  and  black  population  groups. 


Data  on  families  for  1984  reflect  revised  editing  and 
weighting  procedures  and  are  not  comparable  with  data 
for  1983  and  prior  years.  Moreover,  data  on  median  weekly 
earnings  are  now  derived  using  $10  intervals  rather 
than  the  $50  intervals  previously  used.  Data  for  1983 
and  prior  years  have  been  recalculated  and  are  not 
comparable  with  previously  published  data. 


Table  3.  Families  with  unemployment  by  presence  and  relationship  of  worksr(a)  to  unemployed  members ,  median  usual  weekly  wage  and 
salary  earnings,  and  family  type,  quarterly  averages 

(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Numbers  (in  thousands) 

Percent  distribution 

Median 

weekly  earnings 

Type  of  family  and  relationship  of 
worker(s)  to  unemployed 

II 

1982 

II 

1983 

II 

1984 

II 

1982 

II 

1983 

II 

1984 

II 

1982 

ii 

1983 

II 

1984 

Total  families . . . . . 

7,813 

8,468 

6,457 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

No  one  employed  1 / . 

2,398 

2,589 

1,980 

30.7 

30.6 

30.7 

- 

— 

Some  employed,  no  wage  or  salary  workers . 

278 

347 

245 

3.6 

4.1 

3.8 

- 

- 

— 

With  wage  or  salary  workers . 

5,138 

5,532 

4,232 

65.8 

65.3 

65.5 

- 

- 

Husband,  wife,  or  householder  self-employed.... 

193 

237 

186 

2.5 

2.8 

2.9 

- 

- 

All  other  families . 

4,944 

5,294 

4,046 

63.3 

62.5 

62.7 

$324 

$323 

$338 

Married-couple  families . . 

3,978 

4,256 

3,171 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

352 

351 

365 

Husband  unemployed  . . 

1,214 

1,404 

915 

30.5 

33.0 

28.9 

203 

206 

226 

Wife  only  worker . 

934 

1,068 

680 

23.5 

25.1 

21.4 

195 

204 

206 

Wife  and  other  worker(s) . 

142 

165 

137 

3.6 

3.9 

4.3 

375 

382 

360 

Other  worker(s)  only . 

139 

171 

99 

3.5 

4.0 

3.1 

165 

169 

(2) 

Wife  unemployed  . 

1,233 

1,217 

1,059 

31.0 

28.6 

33.4 

351 

335 

$360 

Husband  only  worker . 

1,040 

1,042 

898 

26.1 

24.5 

28.3 

321 

321 

346 

Husband  and  other  worker(s) . 

178 

156 

138 

4.5 

3.7 

4.3 

643 

585 

628 

Other  worker(s)  only . 

16 

19 

23 

.4 

.4 

.7 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

Other  member(s)  unemployed  . 

1,530 

1,635 

1,197 

38.5 

38.4 

37.7 

$533 

$560 

$545 

Husband  or  wife  worker . 

639 

760 

555 

16.1 

17.9 

17.5 

439 

448 

425 

Husband  and  wife  workers . 

841 

825 

575 

21.1 

19.4 

18.1 

618 

691 

709 

Other  combinations  of  workers . 

50 

51 

67 

1.3 

1.2 

2.1 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

742 

802 

666 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

$235 

$242 

$236 

Householder  unemployed . 

89 

114 

104 

12.0 

14.2 

15.6 

(2) 

155 

160 

Other  member(s)  unemployed . 

653 

688 

562 

88.0 

85.8 

84.4 

$249 

252 

252 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

224 

236 

208 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

313 

291 

300 

Householder  unemployed . 

57 

61 

65 

25.3 

25.8 

31.2 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

Other  member(s)  unemployed . . . 

167 

_ 

175 

143 

74.7 

74.2 

68.8 

$357 

$362 

$345 

_1  /  Includes  a  small  number  of  families  where  the 
only  worker  is  an  unpaid  family  worker. 

2/  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,00.0 


NOTE:  Data  on  families  for  1984  reflect  revised 
editing  and  weighting  procedures  and  are  not  comparable 
with  data  for  1983  and  prior  years.  Moreover,  data  on 
median  weekly  earnings  are  now  derived  using  $10  inter¬ 
vals  rather  the  $50  intervals  previously  used.  Data 
for  1983  and  prior  years  have  been  recalculated  and 
are  not  comparable  with  previously  published  data. 


quarterly 


Table  4.  Median  usual  weekly  earnings  of  full-time  wage  and  salary  workers  by  selected  characteristic* 
averages  * 


(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Characteristic 

Nun 

aber  of  workers 
'in  thousands) 

Median  weekly  earnings 

II 

1982 

II 

1983 

II 

1984 

II 

1982 

II 

1983 

II 

1984 

SEX  AND  AGE 

Total,  16  years  and  over . 

70,653 

70,312 

74,728 

$303 

$308 

$325 

Men,  16  years  and  over . . 

42,635 

42,011 

44,530 

363 

375 

399 

16  to  24  years • 

6,916 

6,712 

7,319 

226 

220 

227 

25  years  and  over . 

35,719 

35,299 

37,211 

400 

404 

417 

Women,  16  years  and  over . . . 

28,018 

28,301 

30,199 

239 

251 

258 

16  to  24  years......... . . . . 

5,445 

5,260 

5,479 

194 

197 

204 

25  years  and  over . 

22,573 

23,041 

24,720 

251 

265 

280 

FAMILY  RELATIONSHIP 

Husbands . 

29,150 

28,559 

29,813 

401 

406 

425 

Wives . 

14,543 

14,684 

15,706 

246 

255 

269 

Others  in  married-couple  families . 

6,025 

6,477 

6,706 

204 

203 

212 

Women  who  maintain  families . 

4,002 

3,834 

4,237 

239 

255 

258 

Others  in  such  families . 

2,319 

2,404 

2,607 

205 

209 

222 

Men  who  maintain  families . 

1,447 

1,318 

1,185 

368 

400 

400 

Others  in  such  families . 

918 

857 

814 

223 

229 

226 

All  other  men  1/ . . 

6,532 

6,519 

7,490 

343 

352 

360 

All  other  women  1/ . 

5,717 

5,661 

6,171 

255 

271 

289 

RACE  AND  HISPANIC  ORIGIN 

White. . . 

61,581 

61,199 

64,876 

307 

319 

333 

Men . . . 

37,778 

37,208 

39,296 

372 

388 

402 

Women . . . . . 

23,803 

23,991 

25,580 

242 

252 

262 

Black.. . . . 

7,323 

7,336 

7,928 

248 

258 

262 

Men . 

3,888 

3,831 

4,203 

286 

287 

303 

Women . 

3,436 

3,505 

3,725 

212 

236 

242 

Hispanic  origin . 

4,038 

4,126 

4,451 

247 

251 

260 

Men . 

2,560 

2,574 

2,736 

268 

277 

301 

Women . 

1,477 

1,553 

1,715 

205 

213 

221 

1/  The  majority  of  these  persons  are  living  alone 
or  with  nonrelatives.  Also  included  are  persons  in 
married-couple  families  where  the  husband  or  wife  is 
in  the  Armed  Forces,  persons  in  unrelated  subfamilies, 
and  some  whose  family  status  is  unknown. 


NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin 

groups  will  not  sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the 
"other  races"  group  are  not  presented  and  Hispanics  are 
included  in  both  the  white  and  black  population  groups. 
Data  on  median  weekly  earnings  are  now  derived  using 
$10  intervals  rather  than  the  $50  intervals  previously 
used.  Data  for  1983  and  prior  years  have  been  recalculat¬ 
ed  and  are  not  comparable  with  previously  published  data. 


Table  5.  Median  usual  weekly  earnings  of  full-time  wage  and  salary  workers  by  occupation  and  sex 
quarterly  averages 


(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Occupation  and  sex 

Number  of  workers  | 
(in  thousands)  | 

Median  weekly 
earnings 

II 

1983  | 

II 

1984  | 

ii 

1983 

II 

1984 

TOTAL 

Managerial  and  professional  specialty . 

17,347  | 

18,572  | 

$428 

$456 

Executive,  administrative,  and  managerial . 

8,008  j 

8,610  j 

454 

477 

Professional  specialty . . . 

9,340  j 

9,961  j 

417 

450 

Technical,  sales,  and  administrative  support . 

21,307  1 

22,356  | 

281 

300 

Technicians  and  related  support . . . 

2,377  | 

2,642  j 

358 

388 

Sales  occupations . . . 

6.317  | 

6,768  | 

306 

309 

Administrative  support,  including  clerical . . . 

12,613  j 

12,946  | 

257 

273 

Service  occupations . . 

7,184  | 

7,606  | 

205 

210 

Private  household . 

300  | 

340  | 

124 

131 

Protective  service . 

1,464  | 

1.424  j 

340 

359 

Service,  except  private  household  and  protective . 

5,420  | 

5,842  | 

198 

203 

Precision,  production,  craft,  and  repair . 

9,707  | 

10,577  | 

379 

387 

Mechanics  and  repairers . - . 

3,445  | 

3,697  | 

370 

399 

Construction  trades . 

2,934  | 

3,210 

368 

389 

Other  precision  production,  craft,  and  repair . 

3,328  | 

1 

3,670 

399 

380 

Operators,  fabricators,  and  laborers . 

1 

13,292  j 

14,199 

273 

285 

Machine  operators,  assemblers,  and  inspectors . 

|  6,918  | 

7,394 

258 

273 

Transportation  and  material  moving  occupations . 

|  3,382  1 

3,594 

323 

339 

Handlers,  equipment  cleaners,  helpers,  and  laborers . 

2,992  j 

3,211 

242 

250 

Farming,  forestry,  and  fishing . . . 

1  1.475  | 

|  | 

1,418 

197 

200 

Men 

i  1 

Managerial  and  professional  specialty . 

1 

j  10,248  j 

10,747 

507 

550 

Executive,  administrative,  and  managerial . 

1  5,276  | 

5,622 

509 

558 

Professional  specialty . . . 

1  4.972 

5,125 

504 

530 

Technical,  sales,  and  administrative  support . 

| 

1  8,113 

8,469 

387 

404 

Technicians  and  related  support . 

1  1.391 

1,554 

409 

452 

Sales  occupations . 

|  3,926 

4,090 

391 

403 

Administrative  support,  including  clerical . 

1  2,795 

I 

2,825 

358 

373 

Service  occupations . . . 

|  3,667 

3,867 

255 

260 

Private  household.. . 

1  11 

8 

(1) 

(1) 

Protective  service . . . 

|-  1,324 

1,296 

$352 

$359 

Service,  except  private  household  and  protective . 

j  2,331 

2,563 

216 

230 

Precision,  production,  craft,  and  repair . . 

|  8,983 

9,622 

397 

402 

Mechanics  and  repairers.... . 

1  3,331 

3,539 

371 

400 

Construction  trades . . 

|  2,884 

3,179 

371 

392 

Other  precision  production,  craft,  and  repair...... . 

|  2,768 

2,903 

407 

408 

Operators,  fabricators,  and  laborers.... . 

| 

|  9,685 

10,546 

305 

320 

Machine  operators,  assemblers,  and  inspectors . 

3,959 

4,377 

323 

334 

Transportation  and  material  moving  occupations . 

1  3,217 

3,414 

326 

348 

Handlers,  equipment  cleaners,  helpers,  and  laborers . 

|  2,509 

2,756 

248 

260 

Farming,  forestry,  and  fishing . 

| 

1  1.315 

| 

1,279 

201 

203 

Women 

1 

i 

Managerial  and  professional  specialty . 

|  7,099 

7,825 

355 

374 

Executive,  administrative,  and  managerial . 

1  2,731 

2,988 

340 

355 

Professional  specialty . 

1  4,367 

4,837 

364 

387 

Technical,  sales,  and  administrative  support . 

| 

|  13,194 

13,887 

247 

255 

Technicians  and  related  support . 

986 

1,088 

292 

307 

Sales  occupations . . . 

j  2,391 

2,678 

204 

208 

Administrative  support,  including  clerical . . . 

1  9,817 

10,121 

249 

256 

Service  occupations . 

1  3,517 

3,739 

171 

184 

|  289 

332 

123 

129 

139 

129 

235 

359 

Service,  except  private  household  and  protective . 

|  3,088 

j 

3,279 

177 

187 

Precision,  production,  craft,  and  repair . 

|  724 

956 

249 

263 

Mechanics  and  repairers . 

|  113 

158 

349 

306 

Construction  trades.. . 

50 

31 

(1) 

(1) 

Other  precision  production,  craft,  and  repair . 

|  561 

766 

$233 

$252 

Operators,  fabricators,  and  laborers . 

| 

|  3,607 

3,653 

204 

205 

Machine  operators,  assemblers,  and  inspectors . 

j  2,959 

3,018 

203 

205 

Transportation  and  material  moving  occupations . 

|  165 

180 

266 

237 

Handlers,  equipment  cleaners,  helpers,  and  laborers.... 

|  484 

455 

208 

201 

Farming,  forestry,  and  fishing . 

|  160 

1 

139 

J 

159 

179 

1/  Data  not  shown  where  base  Is  less  than  NOTE:  Data  on  median  weekly  earnings  are 

100~000.  now  derived  using  $10  intervals  rather  than 

the  $50  Intervals  previously  used.  Data  for 
1983  have  been  recalculated  and  are  not 
comparable  with  previously  published  data. 


Table  6.  Median  usual  weekly  earnings  of  part-time  wage  and  salary  workers  by  selected  characteristics,  quarterly 
averages 


(Not  seasonal lyiSld justed) 


|  Number  of  workers  |  Median  weekly  earnings 

(in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

I 

i 

i 

I 

L 

ii 

1982 

i 

i 

i 

i 

l 

ii 

1983 

II 

1984 

1 

1 

1 

1 

II 

1982 

II 

1983 

II 

1984 

SEX  AND  AGE 

i 

i 

1 

1 

Total,  16  years  and  over . 

1 

•1 

16,943 

1 

1 

17,199 

17,480 

1 

1 

$85 

$87 

$88 

Men,  16  years  and  over . 

1 

•  1 

5,301 

1 

i 

5,615 

5,467 

1 

1 

80 

82 

83 

16  to  24  years . 

•  1 

3,263 

i 

3,299 

3,304 

1 

67 

68 

73 

25  years  and  over . 

•  1 

2,038 

i 

2,316 

2,163 

1 

108 

114 

108 

Women,  16  years  and  over . 

•1 

11,642 

1 

1 

11,584 

12,013 

1 

87 

90 

92 

16  to  24  years . 

•  1 

3,975 

i 

3,887 

4,040 

1 

68 

67 

70 

25  years  and  over.... . . . 

•  1 

7,667 

i 

7,697 

7,974 

1 

101 

104 

105 

FAMILY  RELATIONSHIP 

1 

! 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Husbands . 

1 

1,454 

1 

1 

1,453 

1,411 

1 

1 

106 

114 

115 

Wives . 

•i 

6,119 

i 

6,119 

6,223 

1 

103 

105 

106 

Others  in  married-couple  families . 

•i 

4,768 

i 

4,885 

5,025 

1 

64 

65 

69 

Women  who  maintain  families . 

1 

•  1 

839 

1 

850 

1,009 

1 

99 

100 

97 

Others  in  such  families . 

•i 

1,228 

i 

1,190 

1,364 

1 

68 

68 

71 

Men  who  maintain  families . 

1 

•  1 

83 

1 

1 

122 

97 

(i) 

111 

(1) 

Others  in  such  families . 

•i 

345 

i 

334 

262 

1 

$77 

71 

$77 

All  other  men  2/ . 

1 

••1 

708 

1 

1 

831 

676 

1 

1 

105 

109 

112 

All  other  women  2/ . . . 

••i 

1,400 

i 

1,415 

1,414 

1 

94 

90 

97 

RACE  AND  HISPANIC  ORIGIN 

1 

1 

White . 

1 

••1 

15,182 

15,262 

15,363 

1 

| 

85 

88 

89 

Men . 

••i 

4,662 

4,855 

4,734 

1 

79 

82 

83 

Women . 

••i 

10,520 

I 

10,407 

10,630 

1 

87 

91 

94 

Black . 

••i 

1,395 

i 

1,549 

1,697 

1 

85 

77 

83 

Men . 

••i 

467 

i 

600 

575 

1 

86 

80 

84 

Women . 

••i 

927 

I 

950 

1,123 

1 

83 

76 

82 

Hispanic  origin . 

••i 

781 

i 

822 

839 

1 

87 

93 

88 

Men . 

••i 

288 

i 

343 

331 

1 

86 

92 

100 

Women. . . 

••i 

i 

493 

i 

480 

508 

1 

1 

89 

94 

86 

_ 

ij  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,000. 
2/  The  majority  of  these  persons  are  living  alone 
or  with  nonrelatives.  Also  included  are  persons  in 
married-couple  families  where  the  husband  or  wife  is 
in  the  Armed  Forces,  persons  in  unrelated  subfamilies, 
and  some  whose  family  status  is  unknown. 


NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin 

groups  will  not  sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the 
"other  races"  group  are  not  presented  and  Hispanics  are 
included  in  both  the  white  and  black  population  groups. 
Data  on  median  weekly  earnings  are  now  derived  using 
$10  intervals  rather  than  the  $50  intervals  previously 
used.  Data  for  1983  and  prior  years  have  been  recalculat¬ 
ed  and  are  not  comparable  with  previously  published  data. 


Table  7.  Percent  change  In  current  and  constant  dollars  of  median  usual  weekly  earnings  of 
families  by  selected  characteristics 


(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Families 

|  Percent  change  in 

current  dollars 

Percent 

constant 

change  in 
dollars  1/ 

|  1982  II 

to 

|  1983  II 

1983  II 

to 

1984  II 

1982  II 

to 

1983  II 

|  1983  II 

to 

Total  families  with  earners  2/ . 

1 

7.1 

-0.1 

|  1984  II 

2.6 

One  earner . 

5.7 

-1.5 

1.3 

Two  earners  or  more . 

4.6 

.5 

•3 

Married-couple  families . . . 

1 

7.6 

-1.8 

3.1 

One  earner . 

4.7 

-.2 

•3 

Two  earners  or  more . 

OO 

1.6 

1  "5 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

....|  5.7 

4.8 

2.3 

1 

One  earner . 

....|  5.7 

6.5 

2.3 

2.1 

Two  earners  or  more . 

1.9 

-.1 

1  -2.3 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1 

.4 

-3.3 

|  -3.8 

One  earner . 

-.6 

-5.1 

|  -4.8 

Two  earners  or  more . 

-2.6 

3.6 

1  -6.6 

White . 

4.7 

.6 

1 

i  .4 

| 

Black . 

1 

7.7 

-3.8 

1 

1  3.3 

Hispanic  origin . . . 

1 

5.6 

-5.0 

1 

1  1-2 

J _ 

1/  The  Consumer  Price  Index  for 
All  Urban  Consumers(CPI_U)  is  used  to 
convert  current  dollars  to  constant 
dollars. 

2/  Excludes  families  where  the 
husband,  wife,  or  householder  is 
self-employed . 


NOTE:  Data  on  median  weekly  earn¬ 
ings  are  now  derived  using  $10  inter¬ 
vals  rather  the  $50  intervals  pre¬ 
viously  used.  Data  for  1983  and  prior 
years  have  been  recalculated  and 
are  not  comparable  with  previously 
published  data. 
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Table  8.  Percent  change  in  current  and  in  wv>nstant  dollars  of  median  usual  weekly 
earnings  of  full-time  wage  and  salary  workers  by  selected  characteristics 


(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Characteristic 

Percent  change  in 
current  dollars 

Percent  change  in 
constant  dollars  1/ 

1982  II 

to 

1983  II 

1983  II 

to 

1984  II 

1982  II 

to 

1983  II 

1983  II 

to 

1984  II 

Total,  16  years  and  over . 

1.7 

5.4 

-1.6 

1.0 

Men,  16  years  and  over. . 

3.4 

6.5 

(2) 

2.1 

16  to  24  years . 

-2.7 

3.1 

-5.8 

-1.2 

25  years  and  over . 

1.0 

3.2 

-2.3 

-1.1 

Women,  16  years  and  over . 

5.0 

2.9 

1.6 

-1.3 

16  to  24  years . 

1.5 

3.7 

-1.8 

-.6 

25  years  and  over . 

5.2 

6.0 

1.8 

1.6 

White . 

4.1 

4.4 

.8 

.1 

Men . 

4.3 

3.6 

1.0 

-.6 

Women . 

4.2 

4.2 

.8 

-.1 

Black . 

3.8 

1.6 

.5 

-2.6 

Men . 

.7 

5.5 

-2.6 

1.1 

Women . 

11.4 

2.4 

7.8 

-1.8 

Hispanic  origin . 

1.6 

3.4 

-1.7 

-.9 

_1  /  The  Consumer  Price  Index  for 
All  Urban  Consumers(CPI_U)  is  used  to 
convert  current  dollars  to  constant 
dollars . 

2/  Less  than  0.05  percent. 


NOTE:  Data  on  median  weekly  earn¬ 
ings  are  now  derived  using  $10  inter¬ 
vals  rather  the  $50  intervals  pre¬ 
viously  used.  Data  for  1983  and  prior 
years  have  been  recalculated  and 
are  not  comparable  with  previously 
published  data. 
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EARNINGS  OF  WORKERS  AND  THEIR  FAMILIES:  FOURTH  QUARTER  1983 

Weekly  earnings  of  families  rose  sharply  over  the  year  ended  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  1983, 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor's  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  reported  today.  For  families  with 
wage  and  salary  workers,  the  median  rose  to  $487  a  week— a  7.6  percent  over-the-year  increase 
that  far  exceeded  the  2.9  percent  rise  in  consumer  prices  (as  measured  by  the  CPI-W).  For 
individuals  with  full-time  wage  and  salary  jobs,  median  earnings  also  advanced  more  rapidly  than 
prices,  reaching  $327  a  week,  up  3.3  percent  over  the  year. 

These  earnings  data  are  from  a  sample  survey  of  households  in  which  respondents  are  asked 
how  much  each  family  member  usually  earns  per  week.  (See  explanatory  note  on  page  3.)  Ten 
tables  attached  to  this  release  show  the  data  in  detail.  Tables  1  through  6  cover  data  for  the 
fourth  quarter  of  1983,  tables  7  and  8  provide  percentage  changes  for  major  groups  in  both 
current  and  constant  dollars,  and  tables  9  and  10  feature  selected  annual  averages. 

Families 


Reflecting  the  decline  in  overall  unemployment  between  the  fourth  quarters  of  1982  and  1983, 
the  mxnber  of  wage-earning  families  with  jobless  members  dropped  by  about  840,000  to  just  under 
4.4  million.  Practically  all  of  this  decline  was  among  married  couples.  Families  with  earnings 
exclusively  from  wages  and  salaries  rose  by  nearly  300,000  to  about  41  million  (two-thirds  of 
all  families  in  the  Nation),  and  the  number  with  two  or  more  earners  increased  by  over  a  million 
to  21.9  million. 

At  $537  a  week,  median  wage  or  salary  earnings  for  married-couple  families  continued  to  be 
about  twice. as  high  as  those  for  families  maintained  by  women  ($276)  and  25  percent  greater  than 
those  for  families  maintained  by  men  ($430).  A  much  greater  proportion  of  married-couple 
families  have  two  or  more  earners  (59  percent)  than  families  maintained  by  women  or  men  (29  and 
39  percent,  respectively). 

Earnings  continued  to  be  higher  for  white  families  ($502)  than  for  black  or  Hispanic 
families  ($370).  Factors  contributing  to  this  discrepancy  include  not  only  differences  in 
individual  earnings  levels  but  also  differences  in  family  composition  and  number  of  earners. 
(See  table  2.) 

Individual  workers 


Median  usual  weekly  earnings  for  full-time  wage  and  salary  workers  were  $327  in  the  fourth 
quarter  of  1983.  Women's  earnings,  at  $260,  remained  about  two-thirds  those  of  men  ($393). 
Over  the  year,  earnings  for  both  men  and  women  25  years  and  over  and  for  women  16  to  24  years 
old  rose  by  $10  or  more,  while  there  was  no  change  among  men  16  to  24  years  old.  Among  men, 
median  earnings  of  whites  were  $402  a  week,  compared  with  $314  for  blacks  and  $277  for 
Hispanics.  Differences  were  much  smaller  among  women,  with  the  medians  for  whites,  blacks,  and 
Hispanics  at  $264,  $239,  and  $222,  respectively.  (See  table  4.) 

For  both  men  and  women,  workers  in  managerial  and  professional  specialty  occupations 
reported  the  highest  earnings  ($551  for  men  and  $370  for  women).  Within  this  group,  men  in 
executive,  administrative,  and  managerial  jobs  earned  more  than  those  in  professional  specialty 
occupations,  while  the  reverse  was  true  for  women.  For  both  sexes,  the  lowest  earnings  were  in 
service  occupations,  with  medians  of  $264  for  men  and  $184  for  women,  and  in  farming,  forestry, 
and  fishing  jobs,  with  medians  of  $207  and  $168,  respectively.  (See  table  5.) 
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Annual  averages  for  1983 

In  addition  to  the  data  for  the  fourth  quarter,  this  release  Includes  1982  and  1983  annual 
average  weekly  earnings  for  the  major  categories  of  families  and  individual  workers.  (See 
tables  9  and  10.)  These  tables  also  show  changes  between  the  annual  averages  for  1982  and  1983, 
in  both  current  and'constant  dollars.  In  constant-dollar  terms,  median  earnings  in  1983  were 
higher  than  in  the  year  before  for  most  worker  groups.  Real  earnings  rose  faster  for  women  than 
for  men  and  for  workers  25  years  and  over  than  for  younger  workers. 

NOTE:  Beginning  with  the  next  issue  of  this  release,  the  Consumer 
Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U)  will  be  used  to  calculate 
percent  changes  in  constant-dollar  earnings,  replacing  the  Consumer  Price 
Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers  (CPI-W).  This  change  is 
being  made  because  the  CPI-U  covers  a  much  larger  proportion  of  the 
population  and,  therefore,  is  more  directly  relevant  to  these  earnings 
series . 
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EXPLANATORY  NOTE 


The  estimates  in  this  release  were  obtained  from  the  Current  Population  Survey  (CPS),  which 
provides  the  basic  information  on  the  labor  force,  employment,  and  unemployment.  The  survey  is 
conducted  monthly  for  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  from  a 
scientifically  selected  national  sample  of  households,  with  coverage  in  all  50  States  and  the 
District  of  Columbia.  The  size  of  the  monthly  sample  is  about  60,000  households. 

The  quarterly  earnings  data  for  individuals  are  similar  to,  but  not  entirely  compatible  with, 
CPS  earnings  data  previously  reported  for  May  between  1967  and  1978.  Differences  stem  from 
slight  changes  in  collection  procedures,  in  the  definition  of  wage  and  salary  workers,  and  in 
processing  methods.  For  example,  whereas  the  earnings  information  for  the  May  series  was 
collected  from  the  entire  CPS  sample  once  a  year,  the  earnings  questions  now  are  asked  each 
month  from  one-quarter  of  the  sample  and  cumulated  to  provide  quarterly  and  annual  averages. 
The  reliability  of  the  quarterly  series  is  almost  as  high,  and  that  of  the  annual  averages  is 
much  higher,  than  the  reliability  of  the  May  series. 

In  addition,  the  current  earnings  series,  in  contrast  to  the  May  series,  excludes  from  the 
universe  those  self-employed  workers  who  are  classified  as  wage  and  salary  workers  because  their 
businesses  are  incorporated .  Yet  another  change  is  that  the  earnings  of  nonrespondents,  which 
had  previously  not  been  taken  into  account,  are  now  imputed  in  order  to  minimize  any  bias  that 
might  result  from  differences  in  response  rates  among  groups  with  vastly  different  earnings 
levels.  Nonresponses  over  the  1979-81  period  averaged  about  17  percent  for  the  question  on 
weekly  earnings.  The  allocation  procedure  used  to  impute  missing  earnings  information  is 
similar  to  that  used  in  processing  other  CPS  data  and  the  decennial  census:  The  record  of  a 
worker  with  a  missing  entry  for  an  item  is  matched  with  the  record  of  a  worker  of  similar 
demographic  and  other  characteristics  with  an  entry.  (See  "Computer  Method  to  Process  Missing 
Income  and  Work  Experience  Information  in  the  Current  Population  Survey,"  by  Emmett  F.  Spiers 
and  Joseph  J.  Knott,  the  American  Statistical  Association,  Proceedings  of 
the  Social  Statistics  Section,  1969.) 


Reliability 

In  any  sample  survey,  variations  in  the  data  can  occur  by  chance  because  a  sample,  rather  than 
the  whole  of  the  population  is  surveyed.  The  standard  error  is  a  measure  of  such  potential 
variation.  The  chances  are  about  68  out  of  100  that  an  estimate  from  the  survey  differs  from  a 
figure  that  would  be  obtained  from  a  complete  census  by  less  than  one  standard  error.  Examples 
of  estimated  standard  errors  for  median  weekly  earnings  are  shown  in  Table  A,  below. 

The  data  also  are  subject  to  nonsampling  errors,  including  errors  of  response.  A  special  test 
survey  to  gauge  the  accuracy  of  earnings  data  from  the  CPS  was  conducted  in  January  1977.  (See 
"Comparing  Earnings  Data  from  the  CPS  and  Employer  Records,"  by  Larry  Carstensen  and  Henry 
Woltman,  U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  the  American  Statistical  Association, 
Proceedings  of  the  Social  Statistics  Section,  1979. 

For  a  fuller  discussion  of  the  quality  of  earnings  data  from  the  CPS  and  detailed  tables  of 
standard  errors,  see  Earl  F.  Mellor,  Technical  Description  of  the  Quarterly  Data  on  Weekly 
Earnings  from  the  Current  Population  Survey,  BLS  Bulletin  2113,  January  1982,  available 
for  $2.25  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington, 
D.C.  20402,  or  from  BLS  Regional  Offices. 
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Def ini tions 

The  principal  definitions  used  in  connection  with  the  earnings  series  are  described  briefly 
below. 

Family.  A  family  is  a  group  of  two  or  more  persons  residing  together  who  are  related  by  blood, 
marriage,  or  adoption.  The  counts  of  persons  by  family  status  refer  to  their  positions  in 
"primary"  families  only,  that  is,  all  persons  in  the  household  who  are  related  to  the 
householder. 

Householder.  A  householder  is  the  person  (or  one  of  the  persons)  in  whose  name  the  housing  unit 
is  owned  or  rented.  For  purposes  of  this  report,  the  terra  is  never  applied  to  either  husbands 
or  wives  in  married-couple  families.  As  used  here,  the  term  "householder"  relates  only  to 
persons  in  families  maintained  by  either  men  or  women  without  a  spouse. 

Wage  and  salary  workers.  Workers  who  receive  wages,  salaries,  commissions,  tips,  payment  in 
kind,  or  piece  rates.  The  group  includes  employees  in  both  the  private  and  public  sectors,  but, 
for  the  the  purposes  of  the  earnings  series,  excludes  self-employed  persons  whose  businesses  are 
incorporated . 


Full-time 

principal 

workers . 
job. 

Workers 

who 

usually  work 

35  hours  or  more 

per 

week  at 

their 

sole  or 

Part-time 

principal 

workers . 
job. 

Workers 

who 

usually  work 

fewer  than  35  hours 

per 

week  at 

their 

sole  or 

Usual  weekly  earnings  Data  on  usual  weekly  earnings  are  provided  from  responses  to  the 
question  "How  much  does  ...  USUALLY  earn  per  week  at  this  job  before  deductions?  Include  any 
overtime  pay,  commissions,  or  tips  usually  received."  The  response  is  for  the  worker's  sole  or 
principal  job.  The  term  "usual"  is  as  perceived  by  the  respondent.  If  the  respondent  asks  for 
a  definition  of  "usual,"  interviewers  are  instructed  to  define  the  term  as  more  than  half  the 
weeks  worked  during  the  past  4  or  5  months. 

Change  in  constant  dollars.  The  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical 
Workers  (CPI-W)  is  used  to  convert  current  dollars  to  constant  dollars. 

Hispanic  origin.  Refers  to  persons  who  are  of  Mexican,  Puerto  Rican,  Cuban,  Central  or  South 
American,  or  other  Hispanic  origin  or  descent.  Persons  of  Hispanic  origin  may  be  of  any  race; 
hence,  they  are  included  among  the  numbers  for  whites  and  blacks. 

Table  A.  Standard  errors  of  median  weekly  earnings 


Item 

IV 

1982 

IV 

1983 

Families  with  wage  and  salarv  workers  1  /  »  ......  ........... 

$3.21 

3.52 

$3.53 

3.63 

Marri  ed  —r  mini  e  f  am  i  1  i  es  . . . . . 

Fa  mi lies  maintai ned  hv  men.............................. 

12.92 

4.66 

10.24 

Fam ilies  maintai ned  hv  women  ............................ 

4.94 

Ful 1  — time  wa se  and  salarv  wo rke rs ......................... 

1 .41 

1  .43 

2.44 

2.46 

Hiishand  s.  ...............  .............................. 

2.03 

2.09 

Mpn  wVin  n  f  att\  “(lips 

12.18 

16.66 

Wnmpn . 

1 .28 

1  .52 

Wivps,  , , ,  ,  i , , ,  ................. ....................... 

1 .92 

2.06 

Women  who  maintain  families........................... 

3.49 

3.97 

Black «*************************♦*-•••••••••••••••• 

3.66 

4.06 

Hlcnanlp . . . . 

4.96 

7.35 

77  Excludes  families  in  which  the  husband,  wife,  or  householder  is  self-employed. 


Table  1.  Families  by  nambec  and  relationship  of  sorters,  total  median  asoal  Meekly  sage  and  salary  earnings,  and  family  type 
quarterly  averages 

(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Type  of  fairily  and  number  of  workers 


Total  families . . . . 

No  one  employed  J/. ............................ 

Some  employed,  no  wage  or  salary  workers....... 

Kith  wage  or  salary  workers.................... 

Husband,  wife,  or  householder  self-employed.. 
All  other  families............................ 

Total  families  with  wage  or  salary  workers  2/ 
One  worker . . . . 

Two  workers  or  more........................ 

Married-couple  families.................... 

One  worker. ................... ........... 

Husband. . .............................. 

Wife . . 

Other  family  member.................... 

Two  workers  or  n ore.. ................... . 

Husband  and  wife  only.................. 

Husband,  wife,  and  other  (s) ............ 

Husband  and  other  family  member  (s) .... . 

Nife  and  other  family  membe c  (s) ...... -- 

Other  family  members  only...... . . 

Families  maintained  by  women............... 

One  worker............................... 

Householder...... ...................... 

Other  family  member ................... - 

Two  workers  or  more...................... 

Families  maintained  by  men................. 

One  worker............................... 

Householder  ............................ 

Other  family  member.................... 

Two  workers  or  more...................... 


Numbers 

(in  thousands) 

1 

Percent  distribution  | 

Median 

weekly 

IV 

1 

1 

IV 

1 

1 

IV 

1 

1 

I  V 

IV 

1 

1 

IV  | 

IV  | 

IV 

1 

| 

IV 

1981 

J.. 

1982 

L 

1983 

J 

1981 

1982 

1 

1983  1 

198  1  1 

1982 

| 

1983 

61,224 

1 

1 

61,808 

1 

1 

61,995 

1 

1 

100.0 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0  | 

1 

| 

1  1,104 

1 

12,344 

1 

12,105 

1 

18.5 

20.0 

1 

19.5  | 

_  | 

_ 

| 

4,4  12 

1 

4,375 

1 

4,361 

1 

7.2 

7.  1 

1 

7.0  | 

_  | 

_ 

| 

4S,boe 

1 

45, 089 

1 

45.530 

1 

74.3 

73.0 

1 

73.4  | 

-  1 

_ 

| 

_ 

4,224 

1 

4,402 

1 

4,565 

1 

6.9 

7.  1 

1 

7.4  1 

_  1 

_ 

| 

_ 

41,284 

1 

40,687 

1 

40,965 

1 

67.4 

65.8 

1 

66.  1  | 

$44  1  | 

$453 

1 

$487 

41,284 

1 

40,687 

1 

40,965 

1 

100.0 

100.  0 

1 

1 

100.0  | 

44  1  | 

453 

1 

| 

487 

19,707 

1 

19,909 

1 

19,095 

1 

47.7 

48.9 

1 

46.6  | 

298  | 

311 

| 

320 

21,577 

1 

20,779 

1 

21,870 

1 

52.  3 

51.  1 

1 

53.4  | 

584  | 

605 

1 

641 

33,531 

1 

33,078 

1 

33,195 

1 

100.0 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0  | 

485  | 

500 

1 

| 

537 

14,233 

1 

14,497 

1 

13,753 

J 

42.4 

43.8 

1 

41.4  | 

335  | 

347 

1 

358 

11,309 

1 

1  1,216 

1 

10,773 

1 

33.7 

33.9 

1 

32.5  | 

382  | 

405 

1 

413 

2.273 

1 

2,576 

1 

2,281 

1 

6.8 

7.8 

1 

6.9  | 

179  | 

193 

1 

20C 

651 

1 

706 

1 

699 

1 

1.  9 

2.  1 

1 

2.  1  | 

198  | 

210 

1 

214 

19,298 

1 

18. 581 

1 

19,442 

1 

57.6 

56.2 

1 

58.6  | 

600  | 

623 

1 

659 

13,513 

1 

12,990 

1 

13,745 

1 

40.  3 

39.  3 

1 

41.4  | 

573  | 

603 

1 

632 

2.902 

1 

2,  783 

1 

3.014 

1 

8.7 

8.4 

1 

9.1  | 

780  | 

809 

1 

860 

2,329 

1 

2,  105 

1 

2,051 

1 

6.  9 

6.4 

1 

6.2  | 

603  | 

595 

1 

667 

411 

1 

535 

1 

515 

1 

1.2 

1.6 

1 

1.6  | 

380  | 

399 

1 

402 

144 

1 

169 

1 

117 

1 

.  4 

.5 

1 

.4  i 

40 1  | 

342 

1 

417 

6,007 

1 

5,958 

1 

6,020 

1 

100.  0 

100.0 

1 

J 

100.0  | 

244  | 

257 

1 

| 

27b 

4,368 

1 

4,  346 

1 

4.271 

1 

72.7 

72.9 

1 

7  1.0  | 

204  | 

215 

1 

228 

3,402 

1 

3,443 

1 

3,332 

1 

56.6 

57.  8 

1 

55.3  | 

211  | 

221 

1 

235 

966 

1 

903 

1 

940 

1 

16.1 

15.2 

1 

15.6  | 

176  | 

191 

1 

203 

1,639 

1 

1,612 

1 

1,748 

1 

27.  3 

27.  1 

1 

29.0  | 

399  | 

423 

1 

430 

1,746 

1 

1,651 

1 

1,750 

1 

1 

100.0 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0  | 

405  | 

398 

1 

1 

430 

1,106 

1 

1,066 

1 

1, 070 

1 

63.4 

64.6 

1 

61.2  | 

326  | 

325 

1 

336 

879 

1 

865 

1 

846 

1 

50.3 

52.4 

1 

48.3  | 

36  6  | 

368 

1 

381 

227 

1 

200 

1 

225 

1 

13.0 

12.  1 

1 

12.8  | 

204  | 

184 

1 

188 

640 

1 

L 

585 

1 

6  80 

1 

.1. 

36.6 

35.4 

1 

.1. 

38.8  | 

545  | 

565 

1 

1 

573 

J/  Includes  a  small  number  of  families  where  the  only  worker 
is  an  unpard  family  werker. 


2/  bxcludes  families  where  the  husband,  wife, 
householder  is  self-employed. 


cr 


Table  2.  Bace  and  Hispanic  origin:  families  by  number  and  relationship  of  sorters,  total  median  usual  Meekly  sage  and  salary 
earnings  and  family  type,  quarterly  averages 

(Bet  seasonally  adjusted) 


I_ 

Numbers 

(in  thousands) 

1 

Percent  distribution 

Median 

weekly  earninas 

Type  ot  family,  number  of  workers,  race. 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

and  Hispanic  origin 

1 

IV 

1 

IV 

1 

IV 

1 

IV 

IV 

1 

IV 

IV 

IV  | 

IV 

I 

198  1 

.1. 

1982 

L 

1983 

L 

198  1 

1982 

| 

1983 

1981 

1982  1 

1983 

BBIlf 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Total  families..... ..................  ........ 

53,325 

1 

53,764 

1 

53,822 

1 

1 

100.0 

100.  0 

1 

I 

100.0 

- 

-  | 

- 

With  wage  and  salary  workers  _1/ ........... . 

35,754 

1 

35,237 

\ 

35,474 

1 

1 

100.0 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1455 

$469  | 

$502 

One  worker. ............. ................. 

16,852 

1 

16,982 

1 

16,376 

1 

47.  1 

48.  2 

1 

46.2 

314 

329  | 

334 

Two  workers  ot  more...... . . 

18,902 

1 

18,  255 

1 

19,098 

1 

52.9 

51.8 

1 

53.8 

593 

6 14  | 

650 

Married-couple  families.................... 

30, 019 

1 

29,592 

1 

29,645 

1 

100.0 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

49  1 

507  | 

542 

Ore  worker............................... 

12,850 

1 

13,034 

1 

12,427 

1 

42.  8 

44.  0 

1 

41.9 

345 

360  | 

367 

Kustand..  . . . . . 

10,352 

1 

10,  162 

1 

9,810 

1 

34.5 

34.3 

1 

33.1 

391 

413  | 

4  18 

Wife................................... 

1.917 

1 

2,220 

1 

1,982 

1 

6.  4 

7.5 

1 

6.  7 

179 

196  | 

202 

Two  workers  or  more...................... 

17, 169 

1 

16,556 

1 

17,218 

1 

57.2 

56.0 

1 

58.  1 

607 

631  | 

666 

Husband  and  wife  only.................. 

..  1 

11,964 

1 

11,570 

1 

12,137 

1 

39.9 

39.  1 

1 

40.9 

579 

609  | 

637 

Families  maintained  by  women............... 

4,3  18 

1 

4.333 

1 

4,456 

1 

100.  0 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

251 

270  | 

288 

One  worker............................... 

3,087 

1 

3,112 

1 

3,101 

J 

71.5 

7  1.8 

1 

69.6 

209 

225  | 

237 

Two  workers  or  more...................... 

1,231 

1 

1,221 

1 

1,355 

1 

28.  5 

28.2 

1 

30.4 

406 

428  | 

446 

Families  maintained  by  men.................. 

•  1 

1,416 

1 

1,312 

1 

1,373 

1 

100.0 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

412 

4  12  ) 

443 

One  worker............................... 

914 

1 

837 

1 

848 

1 

64.5 

63.8 

1 

6  1.7 

339 

347  j 

345 

Two  workers  or  more...................... 

•  1 

502 

1 

475 

1 

525 

1 

35.5 

36.2 

1 

38.3 

55  9 

562  | 

591 

BLACK 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Total  families... ............................ 

6,627 

1 

I 

6,630 

1 

6,703 

1 

J 

100.0 

100.  0 

1 

1 

100.0 

- 

-  | 

- 

With  wage  and  salary  workers  \/. .......... . 

■  •  1 

4,627 

1 

4,493 

J 

4,484 

1 

1 

100.0 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

$330 

$328  | 

$370 

One  worker. - ........................... 

2,419 

1 

2,463 

1 

2,232 

1 

52.3 

54.8 

1 

49.8 

216 

218  | 

235 

Two  workers  cr  more...................... 

2,208 

1 

2,  029 

1 

2.251 

1 

47.7 

45.2 

1 

50.2 

495 

528  | 

556 

Married- couple  families. .................... 

2.768 

1 

2,686 

! 

1 

2,745 

1 

100.0 

100.0 

1 

100.0 

4  10 

4  18  | 

468 

One  worker............................... 

1.056 

1 

1,09  3 

i 

988 

1 

38.  1 

40.  7 

1 

36.0 

240 

247  | 

279 

Husband................................ 

710 

1 

781 

i 

694 

1 

25.7 

29.  1 

1 

25.3 

275 

275  | 

329 

Wife . .  ................... 

292 

1 

27  4 

i 

249 

1 

10.6 

10.  2 

1 

9.1 

174 

181  | 

171 

Two  workers  or  more...................... 

1,7  12 

1 

1,  593 

j 

1,757 

1 

61.9 

59.3 

J 

64.0 

528 

550  | 

597 

Husband  and  wife  oily.................. 

1, 273 

1 

1,141 

i 

1,297 

1 

46.0 

42.5 

1 

47.3 

512 

541  | 

581 

Families  maintained  by  women............... 

..  1 

1.582 

1 

1,513 

1 

1,436 

1 

100.  0 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

226 

226  | 

240 

One  worker............................... 

1,200 

1 

1 ,  166 

i 

1,070 

1 

75.9 

77.0 

1 

74.5 

189 

192  | 

2C3 

Two  workers  or  more...................... 

382 

I 

347 

j 

366 

1 

24.  1 

23.0 

1 

25.5 

378 

398  | 

402 

Families  maintained  by  men................. 

..l 

278 

1 

1 

293 

1 

1 

303 

1 

1 

100.0 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

350 

300  | 

395 

One  worker..... .............. ............ 

163 

1 

204 

i 

175 

1 

58.9 

69.5 

1 

57.7 

256 

250  | 

317 

Two  workers  or  more...................... 

1  14 

1 

89 

i 

128 

1 

41.  1 

30.5 

1 

42.3 

476 

(2)  1 

481 

BISPAIIC  OB1GII 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

Total  families............................... 

1 

3,490 

1 

1 

3,373 

1 

1 

3,549 

1 

1 

100.0 

100.  0 

1 

1 

100.0 

- 

-  | 

- 

With  wage  and  salary  workers  \y ........... . 

..  I 

2.579 

1 

2,411 

V 

2,553 

1 

100.3 

100.  0 

1 

100.0 

$358 

$359  | 

$370 

Ore  worker. ...................... ........ 

1,350 

1 

1,26  1 

i 

1,251 

1 

52.4 

52.  3 

1 

49.0 

236 

2-4  5  | 

236 

Two  workers  or  more...................... 

1,229 

J 

1,  150 

i 

1,303 

1 

47.6 

47.7 

1 

51.0 

493 

490  | 

546 

Married-couple  families.................... 

1 

2,026 

1 

1 

1,912 

1 

1 

2,037 

1 

1 

100.0 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

394 

391  | 

401 

One  worker............................... 

954 

1 

945 

i 

940 

1 

47.  1 

49.  4 

1 

46.2 

255 

267  | 

247 

Husband................................ 

•  1 

807 

1 

803 

i 

774 

1 

39.  8 

42. C 

1 

38.0 

277 

286  | 

269 

Wife..................... . . 

109 

1 

93 

i 

110 

1 

5  -.  4 

4.  8 

1 

5.4 

181 

(2)  | 

179 

Two  workers  or  more...................... 

1,072 

1 

967 

i 

1,097 

1 

52.9 

50.6 

1 

53.8 

507 

$504  | 

566 

Husband  and  wife  only.................. 

..  1 

656 

1 

662 

i 

715 

1 

32.4 

34.  6 

1 

35.  1 

494 

5C5  | 

536 

Families  maintained  by  women............... 

1 

1 

394 

1 

1 

362 

1 

1 

372 

1 

1 

100.0 

100.  0 

1 

! 

100.0 

224 

229  | 

245 

One  worker.. . . . 

298 

1 

24  7 

i 

253 

1 

75.7 

68.  2 

i 

68.  1 

192 

184  | 

184 

Two  workers  or  more . . . . 

96 

1 

115 

i 

119 

1 

24.3 

31.8 

i 

31.9 

(2) 

40  8  | 

357 

Families  maintained  by  men.. . . 

159 

1 

137 

i 

145 

1 

100.  0 

100.  0 

1 

100.0 

$263 

332  | 

36H 

One  worker............................... 

98 

1 

69 

i 

58 

1 

61.8 

50.5 

i 

39.8 

(2) 

(2)  ( 

(2) 

Two  workers  cr  more...................... 

61 

1 

68 

i 

87 

1 

38.  2 

49.5 

i 

60.  2 

(2) 

(2)  1 

(2) 

_ 1. 

.1. 

L 

.1. 

1 

-L 

1 

_ 1 

_ 

J/  ixcluaes  families  where  the  husband,  wife,  or 
householder  is  self-employed 

2/  Data  not  shown  where  rase  is  less  than  100,000. 


NOTH:  Cetail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic- 

ocigin  groups  will  not  sum  to  totals  tecause  data 
for  the  "other  races"  group  are  not  presented  and 
Hispanics  aca  included  in  both  the  white  and  black 
population  groups. 


Title  3.  Families  with  unemployment  by  prmaence  and  relationship  of  mocker  (s) 
and  salary  earnings,  and  family  type,  qaarterly  averages 


to  unemployed  members,  total  median  usual  aeekly  vage 


(Hot  seasonally  adjusted) 


Type  of  family  and  relationship  of 
worker  (s)  to  unemployed 


Total  families..................................... 

No  one  employed  J/... ........................... . 

Some  employed,  no  wage  or  salary  workers......... 

With  wage  or  salary  workers............... . . 

Hussand,  wife,  or  householder  self-employed.... 
All  other  families . . 

.la tried-couple  families........................ 

Dusfand  unemployed  .......................... 

wife  only  worker........................... 

wife  and  other  worker  (s) ................. .. 

Other  worker  (s)  only....................... 

Wife  unemployed  ............................. 

ilustand  only  worker........................ 

Husband  and  other  wor ker  (s) ............... . 

Other  worker  (s)  only . 

Other  member(s)  unemployed  . . . 

Husband  or  wife  worker..................... 

Husband  and  wife  workers................... 

Other  combinations  cf  workers.............. 

Families  maintained  by  women................... 

House holder  unemployed....................... 

Gther  member  (s)  unemployed................... 

Families  maintained  by  men..................... 

Householder  unemployed  ....................... 

Other  member  (s)  unemployed................... 


Numbers 

(in  thousands) 

IV 

1 

1 

IV 

1 

1 

IV 

1981 

1 

1982 

1 

1983 

6,691 

1 

1 

8,441 

1 

1 

6,808 

1,878 

1 

2,693 

1 

2,070 

291 

1 

337 

i 

224 

4,521 

1 

5,411 

1 

4,513 

190 

1 

219 

1 

161 

4,331 

1 

5,192 

1 

4.352 

3,382 

1 

1 

4,236 

1 

1 

3,428 

985 

1 

1,406 

1 

1,025 

808 

1 

1,080 

1 

784 

106 

1 

185 

1 

141 

71 

1 

141 

1 

100 

1,126 

1 

1,385 

1 

1,123 

963 

1 

1,181 

1 

992 

149 

1 

181 

1 

109 

15 

1 

23 

1 

22 

1,270 

1 

1,445 

1 

1,280 

600 

1 

713 

1 

612 

6  12 

1 

697 

1 

630 

59 

1 

35 

1 

39 

738 

1 

1 

742 

1 

i 

669 

89 

1 

94 

1 

98 

649 

1 

648 

1 

571 

211 

1 

1 

214 

1 

1 

255 

52 

1 

42 

1 

55 

160 

1 

172 

1 

200 

Percent  distribution 


IV 

1981 

1 

L 

IV 

— !.?8j 

] 

L 

IV 

1983 

1 

| 

IV 

1981 

1 

| 

IV 

1982 

1 

| 

IV 

1983 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

1 

| 

1 

1 

28.  1 

1 

31.9 

l 

30.4 

1 

| 

_ 

| 

4.  4 

1 

4.0 

i 

3.3 

1 

- 

| 

_ 

| 

67.6 

1 

64.1 

1 

66.3 

1 

| 

_ 

| 

2.8 

1 

2.6 

1 

2.4 

1 

— 

| 

_ 

| 

64.7 

1 

I 

61.5 

1 

63.9 

1 

*31  1 

1 

$324 

1 

$337 

100.0 

I 

100.0 

1 

100.0 

J 

1 

333 

1 

1 

345 

1 

| 

36  1 

29.  1 

1 

33.2 

1 

29.9 

1 

193 

1 

203 

1 

221 

23.9 

1 

25.5 

1 

22.9 

1 

184 

1 

189 

I 

208 

3.  1 

1 

4.  4 

1 

4.  1 

1 

333 

1 

369 

1 

361 

2.  1 

1 

3.3 

1 

2.9 

1 

(2) 

1 

150 

1 

214 

33.3 

1 

32.7 

1 

32.8 

1 

J  3  3  8 

1 

366 

| 

367 

28.5 

1 

27.9 

1 

28.9 

1 

319 

1 

343 

1 

350 

4.  4 

1 

4.  3 

1 

3.2 

1 

522 

1 

545 

1 

508’ 

•  4 

1 

•  5 

1 

.6 

1 

(2) 

1 

(2) 

1 

(2) 

37.6 

1 

34.  1 

i 

37.3 

1 

$491 

1 

$524 

1 

$554 

17.7 

1 

16.8 

1 

17.8 

1 

407 

1 

4  17 

| 

469 

18.  1 

I 

16.5 

1 

18.  4 

1 

617 

1 

670 

1 

656 

1.8 

1 

| 

.8 

1 

1.1 

1 

(2) 

1 

(2) 

1 

(2) 

100.0 

1 

100.0 

1 

100.0 

1 

$23  1 

1 

1 

$235 

1 

| 

$238 

12.0 

1 

12.7 

1 

14.7 

1 

(2) 

1 

(2) 

1 

(2) 

88.  0 

J 

1 

87.3 

1 

85.3 

1 

$236 

1 

$250 

1 

$247 

100.0 

1 

100.0 

1 

100.0 

1 

1 

281 

1 

1 

277 

1 

| 

334 

24.5 

1 

19.5 

1 

21.6 

1 

(2) 

1 

(2) 

1 

(2) 

75.5 

1 

80.5 

1 

78.4 

1 

$331 

1 

$297 

1 

$395 

1 


2/  Includes  a  small  number  of  families  where  the  only  worker 
is  an  unpaid  family  worker. 


2/  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,000. 


Table  a.  h jd > an  usoal  weekly  earnings  of  full-time  wage  and  salary  eockers  by  selected  characteristics,  guarterly 
averages 

(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Characteristic 

1 

1 

1 

Number 

(in 

of  workers 
thousands) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Hedian  weekly 

earnings 

1 

1 

1  iv 

|  198  1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

IV 

1982 

1 

1 

1 

1 

| 

1 

1 

IV  | 

1983  | 

JL 

IV  | 

1981  | 

IV 

1982 

i 

i 

1  IV 

I  1983 

1 

SII  AID  kGI 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

J 

I 

1 

1 

1 

Total,  16  years  ar.d  over.............. 

J 

69,478 

1 

72.175  | 

$300  | 

$316 

|  $327 

Hen,  16  years  and  over.............. 

- |  43,155 

1 

1 

41,474 

1 

1 

*3,043  ) 

360  | 

379 

|  393 

16  to  24  years. . . 

- |  7,111 

1 

6,3  60 

1 

6,568  | 

231  | 

235 

1  233 

25  years  and  ever................. 

1 

35, 113 

1 

36,475  | 

391  | 

409 

|  422 

Wcmen,  16  years  and  over............ 

1 

1 

28,004 

1 

1 

29.131  | 

232  | 

248 

1 

|  260 

16  to  24  years.................... 

- |  5,733 

1 

5,130 

1 

5,248  | 

189  | 

197 

|  207 

25  years  and  over................. 

1 

22,875 

1 

23,883  | 

244  | 

265 

1  277 

FiaiLI  If LATIOISBI f 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Husbands... . . . 

1 

1 

28,6  13 

1 

1 

29.153  | 

394  | 

414 

J 

1  426 

Wives............................... 

1 

14,511 

1 

15,377  | 

236  J 

250 

|  265 

Others  in  married-couple  families... 

1 

5,809 

1 

5,989  | 

209  ) 

214 

1  219 

Wcmen  whe  maintain  families........ 

- |  3,945 

1 

1 

4,014 

1 

1 

3.962  | 

234  | 

250 

|  266 

Others  in  such  families............ 

- |  2,376 

1 

2,226 

1 

2,514  | 

207  | 

220 

|  226 

den  who  maintain  families........... 

1 

1 

1.276 

1 

1 

1,374  | 

361  | 

370 

1 

|  389 

Others  in  such  families............. 

1 

828 

1 

914  | 

218  J 

232 

|  236 

All  other  men  1/.. . . 

1 

1 

6,382 

1 

1 

6.947  J 

334  | 

349 

|  36 1 

All  other  women  J/. ................ 

1 

5,819 

1 

5,944  | 

256  | 

284 

|  289 

B1CB  AID  HISPANIC  OBIGII 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

White. . ............................. 

1 

1 

1 

60,503 

1 

1 

J 

62,788  | 

308  | 

325 

1 

1  334 

Hen . . 

1 

36,667 

1 

37,910  I 

370  | 

390 

|  402 

Women............................ 

1 

23.835 

1 

24,877  | 

234  | 

251 

|  264 

Glack...... . . 

. J  7.527 

1 

7,117 

1 

7,484  | 

248  | 

254 

|  274 

Hen.............................. 

1 

3,726 

1 

4,028  | 

282  | 

287 

|  314 

Wcmen............................ 

. 1  3.527 

1 

3,390 

1 

3,456  | 

218  | 

228 

|  239 

Hispanic  origin.................... 

. 1  4,373 

1 

3,994 

1 

4,291  | 

235  | 

243 

|  252 

Hen. ............................. 

1 

2.544 

1 

2.717  | 

260  | 

271 

|  277 

Women............................ 

1 

1,450 

1 

1 

1.574  | 

203  | 

209 

|  222 

1 

J/  The  majority  of  these  persons  are  living  alone 
or  with  nonrelatives.  Also  included  are  persons  in 
married-couple  families  where  the  husband  is  in  the 
Armed  Porces,  persons  in  secondary  families,  and  some 
whose  family  status  is  unknown. 


NOTB:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic- 

origin  groups  will  not  sum  to  totals  because  data 
for  the  "other  races"  group  are  not  presented  and 
Bispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black 
population  groups. 


Tati*  5.  fled i an  usual  weekly  earnings  of  fall-tiaw  wage  and  salary  sorters  by  occupation  sad 
gaarterly  averages 

(Rot  seasonally  adjusted) 


1 

1 

Humber  of  workers 

1 

1 

Median  weekly 

Occupation  and  sex 

1 

1 

1. 

(in  thousands) 

1 

1 

earnings 

TOTH 


IT 

1983 


flanagerial  and  professional  specialty..................... 

Executive,  administrative,  add  managerial............... 

Professional  specialty.................................. 

Technical,  sales,  and  administrative  support.............. 

Technicians  and  related  support......................... 

Sales  occupations....................................... 

Administrative  support,  including  clerical.............. 

Service  occupations.. ..................................... 

Private  household....................................... 

Protective  service......................... .............. 

Service,  except  private  household  and  protective........ 

Precision  production,  craft  and  repair.................... 

Mechanics  and  repairers................................. 

Construction  trades..................................... 

Other  precision  production,  craft,  and  repair........... 

Operators,  fabricators,  and  laborers...................... 

Machine  operators,  assemblers,  and  inspectors- ... ....... 

Transportation  and  material  moving  occupations.......... 

Handlers,  eguipment  cleaners,  helpers,  and  laborers. .. .. 

Farming,  forestry,  and  fishing............................ 

Men 

Manager  al  and  professional  specialty..................... 

Executive,  administrative,  and  managerial............... 

Professional  specialty. ................................. 

Technical,  sales,  and  administrative  support.............. 

Technicians  and  related  support......................... 

Sales  occupations. ...................................... 

Administrative  support,  including  clerical.............. 

Service  occupations. ...................................... 

Private  household............. _ ....................... 

Protective  service...................................... 

Service,  except  private  household  and  protective........ 

Precision  production,  craft  and  repair.................... 

Mechanics  and  repairers................................. 

Construction  trades..................................... 

Other  precision  production,  craft,  and  repair........... 

Operators,  fabricators,  and  laborers...................... 

Machine  operators,  assemblers,  and  inspectors........... 

Transportation  and  material  moving  occupations.......... 

Handlers,  equipment  cleaners,  helpers,  and  laborers..... 

Farming,  forestry,  and  fishing............................ 

Homen 

Managerial  and  professional  specialty..................... 

Executive,  administrative,  and  managerial............... 

Professional  specialty.................................. 

Technical,  sales,  and  administrative  support...... - ..... 

Technicians  and  related  support........ . . 

Sales  occupations.......... . . 

Administrative  support,  including  clerical.............. 

Service  occupations. . . . 

Private  household............ ........................... 

Protective  service... . . . .  . . . 

Service,  except  private  household  and  protective........ 

Precision  production.,  craft  and  repair.................... 

Mechanics  and  repairers....... . . . 

Ccnstructici  trades . . . . . . 

Other  precision  production,  craft,  and  repair. .... 

Operators,  f  art.  icutors,  and  . — >r  ers.  ....................  . 

Machine  operators,  assemblers,  and  inspectors. - - .... 

Transportation  an  i  material  moving  occupations.......... 

dandle r s,  equipment,  cleaners,  helpers,  and  laborers..... 

Farming,  forestry,  and  f isning. ........................... 


17, 

8, 

9. 

21, 

2, 

6, 

12, 

7. 

1* 

5. 

10, 

3, 

3. 

3, 

13, 

7, 

3, 

2. 

1. 


10, 

5, 

5. 

8, 

1. 

3, 

2, 

3. 

1. 

2. 

9, 

3, 

3, 
2, 

10, 

4, 
3, 
2, 


7, 

2, 

4, 

13, 

1. 

2. 

9, 

3, 


3, 


'  $ 
2, 


1 

894  | 

*452 

241  | 

470 

654  | 

443 

1 

954  | 

293 

592  | 

369 

462  | 

320 

900  | 

272 

361  | 

216 

24 1  | 

112 

395  | 

366 

725  | 

200 

194  | 

389 

553  | 

390 

096  | 

389 

545  | 

387 

1 

66  8  | 

282 

208  | 

267 

499  | 

341 

961  | 

249 

102  | 

1 

203 

1 

1 

484  | 

551 

276  | 

569 

208  | 

537 

355 

401 

476  | 

433 

885  | 

409 

994  | 

371 

765  | 

264 

7  | 

(D 

273  | 

$375 

485  | 

226 

1 

283  | 

403 

428  | 

391 

057  | 

390 

798  | 

425 

1 

162  | 

321 

298  | 

333 

336  | 

348 

528  | 

261 

1 

994  | 

1 

207 

i 

1 

410  | 

370 

964  | 

349 

446  | 

383 

1 

600  | 

254 

117  | 

312 

577  | 

214 

906  | 

255 

1 

596  | 

104 

213  | 

112 

122  | 

272 

24  1  1 

106 

1 

91  1  | 

257 

125  | 

365 

39  | 

(D 

74  7  | 

J  244 

1 

506  | 

211 

910  | 

209 

163  | 

256 

433  | 

211 

1 

109  | 

1 

168 

1/  Cata  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100. COO. 


T«bl«  «.  toditn  asul  weekly  earnimgs  of  pirt-U«*  wage  ua  ul«{]  workers  by  selected  characteristics.  qearterly 


(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Characteristic 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Sumter 

(in 

of  workers 
thousands) 

1 

1 

1 

Median  weekly  earnings 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

IV 

1981 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

IV 

1982 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

IV 

1983 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

IV 

1981 

1 

1 

1  IV 

J  1982 

1 

1 

1 

J 

I  198  ' 

1 

SKI  ABE  AGB 

J 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Total,  16  years  and  over................. 

1 

16,507 

1 

1 

17,589 

1 

1 

17,848 

1 

I 

181 

1 

1  i83 

1 

1  $85 

Sen,  16  years  and  over ................ . 

5,110 

1 

1 

5,498 

1 

1 

5,644 

1 

1 

76 

i 

I  80 

1 

1  82 

16  to  24  years....................... 

3,  168 

1 

3,233 

1 

3,288 

1 

66 

1  68 

67 

25  years  and  ever.................... 

1,942 

1 

2,265 

1 

2,355 

1 

101 

I  103 

i  in 

Mciren,  16  years  and  over............... 

1  1,397 

1 

1 

12,091 

1 

1 

12,205 

1 

1 

82 

1 

I  84 

1 

|  88 

16  to  24  years . . 

3,878 

1 

4,180 

1 

4,  103 

1 

65 

1  65 

1  67 

25  years  and  over.................... 

7,518 

1 

7,911 

1 

8,  101 

1 

99 

I  100 

I  102 

nun  mmoisiir 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Hustards... . . . 

1 

1,320 

1 

1 

1,530 

1 

1 

1,544 

1 

1 

102 

1 

|  104 

1 

1  HI 

Wives........ . . 

5,933 

1 

6,260 

1 

6,4b4 

1 

100 

I  101 

I  102 

Others  in  married-couple  families...... 

4,700 

1 

4,933 

1 

4,876 

1 

61 

1  63 

|  64 

Women  who  maintain  families............ 

1 

917 

1 

1 

885 

1 

1 

917 

J 

1 

98 

1 

|  90 

1 

|  88 

Others  an  such  families. ............... 

1,039 

1 

1,161 

1 

1,249 

1 

67 

1  68 

1  69 

Hen  who  maintain  families.............. 

1 

88 

1 

1 

1  13 

1 

J 

106 

1 

1 

(2) 

1 

1  95 

1 

|  10  1 

Others  in  such  f ami laes.. ............. . 

313 

1 

307 

1 

362 

1 

169 

1  78 

|  8  C 

All  other  men  1/.  ..................... . 

1 

743 

1 

1 

864 

1 

1 

934 

1 

1 

95 

1 

I  92 

1 

|  104 

All  other  women  \/. .................. .. 

1,454 

1 

1,538 

1 

1,397 

1 

84 

1  91 

1  93 

BACK  ABC  HIS? ABIC  0B161B 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

White . 

1 

14,764 

1 

1 

15,506 

1 

1 

15,758 

1 

1 

8  1 

1 

1  83 

1 

|  86 

Hen.................................. 

4,537 

1 

4,736 

1 

4,891 

1 

76 

|  80 

1  81 

Wcmen .. .............................. 

10,247 

1 

10,770 

1 

10,867 

1 

82 

|  84 

|  9C 

Black.... . . . . 

1,439 

1 

1,676 

1 

1,673 

1 

80 

1  61 

|  04 

nen... ....................... ........ 

470 

1 

b  08 

1 

593 

1 

79 

1  83 

1  91 

Women. ............................... 

969 

1 

1,068 

1 

1,080 

1 

80 

|  80 

|  82 

Hispanic  crigin. ........ ............... 

706 

1 

688 

1 

820 

1 

79 

1  82 

I  86 

Sen. . . . . 

285 

1 

230 

1 

285 

1 

80 

1  63 

1  87 

Women. . . . 

1 

421 

1 

1 

458 

1 

1 

535 

1 

1 

77 

1  81 

J 

I  86 

1 

J/  Data  net  shown  where  base  is  less 

than 

100,000 

NOTE:  Detail 

for  the 

atove  race  and 

Hispanic- 

2/  The  majority  of  these  persons  are 

living  alone 

origin  groups 

will  net 

sum  to  totals 

because  data 

or  with  nonrelati ves.  Also  included  ace 

pecsons  in 

for  the  "other 

races" 

group  are  not 

presented  and 

married-couple  families  where  tfe  husland 

is 

in  the 

Hispanics 

are 

included 

in  fcoth  the  white  and  tlack 

Armed  Forces,  persons  in  secondary  families,  and  some  population  groups, 

whose  family  status  is  unknown. 


Table  7.  Percent  change  in  current  and  in  constant  dollars  of  median  usual  weekly  earnings  of 
families  by  selected  characteristics 

(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Families 


Total  families  with  earners  J/ 
One  ea rner ................ .. 

Two  earners  or  more. ....... - 

flarried-couple  families.  .... 

Cne  earner.... . . 

Two  earners  or  more....... 

Families  maintained  by  women 
One  earner................ 

Two  earners  or  more....... 

Families  maintained  by  men.. 
Cne  earner................ 

Two  earners  or  more....... 

White........... . . 

Black . . . . 

Hispanic  origin............. 


1 

Percent 

change  in 

1 

Percent  change  in 

current 

dollars 

constant 

dollars 

1 

1981  IV 

1 

1982  IV 

1 

198l'iv .  | 

1982  IV 

1 

to 

1 

to 

1 

to  | 

to 

J _ 

1982  IV 

1 

1983  IV 

.  1_ 

1982  IV  | 

1983  IV 

1 

1 

2.7 

1 

1 

7.6 

1 

1 

1 

-1.7  | 

4.5 

1 

4.4 

1 

3.0 

1 

-•  1  1 

.  1 

1 

3.  5 

1 

5.9 

1 

-.9  | 

2.9 

1 

3.  1 

1 

7.4 

1 

-1.3  | 

4.4 

1 

3.  5 

1 

3.  1 

1 

-1.0  | 

.  2 

1 

1 

3.9 

1 

1 

5.8 

J 

-.6  | 

2.9 

1 

1 

5.  3 

1 

1 

7.4 

J 

J 

1 

.  e  i 

4.4 

1 

5.7 

1 

5.8 

1 

1.2  | 

2.  8 

1 

1 

5.9 

1 

1 

3.6 

1 

1.4  I 

.7 

1 

1 

-1.7 

1 

1 

8.1 

1 

! 

-5.  9 

5.0 

1 

-.2 

1 

3.4 

1 

-4.  4  | 

.5 

1 

1 

3.7 

1 

1 

1.3 

1 

-.7  | 

-1.5 

1 

1 

1 

3.2 

1 

1 

1 

7.  1 

J 

1 

■ 

1 

-1.2  | 

4.0 

1 

1 

1 

6 

1 

1 

13.0 

1 

1 

1 

-4.8  | 

9.  8 

1 

1 

.2 

l 

1 

3.0 

I 

1 

1 

-4.0  | 

.  1 

1 1 


J/  Excludes  fami1 ies  where  the  husband, 
wife,  or  householder  is  self-employed. 


Table  8.  Percent  change  in  current  and  in  constant  dollars  of  median  usual  weekly 
earnings  of  full-time  wage  and  salary  workers  by  selected  characteristics 

(Net  seasonally  adjusted) 


Characteristic 


Total,  16  years  and  over.. 

Men,  16  years  and  ever.. 
16  to  24  years........ 

25  years  and  over..... 

Women,  16  years  and  over 
16  to  24  years........ 

25  years  and  over..... 

white................... 

Men . . 

Women  . . 

Black . . . 

Men . .  .  . 

Women . . . . 

Hispanic  ccigir. ......... 


1 

Percent 

change  in 

1 

Percent 

change  in 

L 

current 

dollars 

_l 

constant 

dollars 

1 

1981  IV 

1 

1982  IV 

1 

1981  IV 

1 

1982  IV 

1 

to 

1 

to 

1 

t  o 

1 

to 

1. 

1982  IV 

1 

1983  IV 

1 

1982  IV 

1 

1983  IV 

l 

1 

5.4 

1 

1 

3.  3 

1 

1 

i 

0.9 

1 

1 

0.  4 

i 

1 

5.  2 

1 

1 

3.  7 

1 

1 

.  7 

1 

1 

.8 

1 

1.7 

1 

-.6 

1 

-2.7 

1 

-3.4 

1 

4.  5 

1 

3.2 

1 

.  1 

1 

.  3 

1 

1 

6.8 

1 

1 

5.  1 

1 

1 

2.  2 

1 

1 

2.2 

1 

4.  1 

1 

4.9 

J 

- .  3 

1 

2.0 

1 

8.5 

1 

4.6 

1 

3.9 

1 

1.7 

i 

1 

5.4 

1 

1 

2.8 

1 

1 

.  4 

1 

I 

~.  1 

1 

5.4 

1 

1.0 

1 

.  4 

1 

.  1 

1 

7.5 

1 

5.  0 

1 

2. 4 

1 

2.0 

1 

1 

2.6 

1 

1 

7.  7 

1 

1 

-1.7 

1 

1 

4.7 

1 

1.6 

1 

9.5 

1 

-2.7 

1 

b.  4 

1 

4.8 

1 

4.  5 

1 

.  1 

1 

1  .  t 

l 

I 

3.2 

1 

! 

3.  7 

1 

1 

-1.2 

1 

1 

.8 

1. 


Tab!*  9.  uul  wwwkly  wag*  and  salary  earnings  of  (wUUi  by  typ«  sad  ouabar  of  earners.  annaal  averages,  1982  and  1983 


Type  of  family  and  numter  of 
wage  and  salary  earners 

1 

1 _ 

1 

1 

1 

Dumber 

__  -lie 

1962 

of  families  | 

thousands)  i 

1  1 

1  1983  | 

1  1 

 L 

1982 

Hejian 

1 

1 

|  1983 

1 

1 

weekly  earnings 
|  Percent 

1  the 

I  Current 

1  dollars 

change  over 
year  in: 

I  Constant 

Total  families  with  earners^/* .......... . 

1 

40,894 

1 

1 

1 

40,701  | 

$452 

1 

1  $473 

1 

1 

4.8 

i 

1  1.7 

Bar tied-ccuplo  families....  ............. 

33,225 

1 

33,032  | 

496 

J 

|  521 

1 

1 

4.9 

1 

1  1.8 

One  earner. . ......................... 

1 

14,592 

1 

1 

14.321  | 

343 

1 

1  357 

1 

1 

3.9 

i 

1  -9 

Husband............................ 

11,426 

1 

11,088  | 

396 

|  412 

1 

4.  0 

1  .9 

wife............................... 

2,465 

1 

2,522  | 

194 

|  204 

1 

5.6 

2.5 

Other  family  member. ......  ......... 

700 

1 

| 

712  | 

192 

|  200 

1 

4.  4 

1.3 

Two  earners  cr  mere.................. 

18,633 

1 

18,710  | 

619 

1 

|  6<49 

1 

1 

4.9 

1 

1  1.8 

Husband  and  wife . . 

15,841 

1 

15,955  | 

627 

|  659 

1 

5.0 

1.9 

Husband  and  other  family  member  (s). 

•  1 

2.  167 

1 

2,084  | 

624 

|  655 

1 

5.0 

1  1-9 

Wife  and  other  family  mernbe r  (s) . . . . 

•  I 

475 

1 

529  | 

391 

|  391 

1 

1 

|  -3.0 

Other  family  members  only. ......... 

151 

1 

143  | 

400 

|  369 

1 

-7.7 

1  -10.5 

Families  maintained  by  women . . 

5,933 

1 

5,956  | 

253 

1  272 

1 

1 

7.4 

1 

I  4.2 

Cne  earner....... . . 

1 

4,253 

1 

1 

4,190  | 

211 

225 

1 

1 

6.9 

1 

1  3.7 

Ho useholder., ........ ...... ........ 

3.363 

1 

3,247  | 

217 

j  233 

1 

7.  6 

|  4.4 

Other  family  member. ...... ......... 

e  9 1 

1 

943  | 

187 

|  194 

1 

3.0 

1  .7 

Two  earners  cc  mere.................. 

1 

1,680 

1 

1 

1,766  | 

420 

1 

|  440 

1 

1 

4.7 

1 

|  1.6 

Families  maintained  by  men............. 

1 

1,686 

1 

1 

1,713 

403 

1 

l  4ie 

1 

1 

3.  6 

1 

i  •  6 

One  earner.... . . 

1,077 

1 

i 

1 

1#0b6  | 

331 

1  335 

1 

1 

1.  1 

1 

I  -1.9 

Two  earners  cr  more.................. 

1 

1 

609 

i 

i 

u 

64  7  | 

L 

558 

|  5e6 

1 

1 

1 

5.0 

1 

1.9 

J/  Excludes  families  where  the  bustard,  wife,  or  householder 
la  self-employed. 


Tabic  10.  Bcdian  usual  weekly  earnings  of  full-tiwc  cage  sad  salary  workers  by  selected  characteristics,  anneal 
averages,  1982  and  1963 


■  •  -*  ■  —  —  —  -  .i  — — — — —  - 

|  Number 

of 

workers  1 

Bedian  wee 

tlT 

earnings 

1  (in 

thousands)  | 

i 

I 

Percent 

change 

out 

Characteristics 

1 

I  1982 

1 

1 

1 

1983  | 

1982 

1 

1 

1983 

1 

1 

the 

year 

in: 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Current 

i 

Constant 

| 

L 

J 

| 

1 

dollars 

i 

dollars 

SEX  EEC  AGE 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

i 

Total,  16  years  and  over................ 

1 

1 

70,976  I 

$309 

1 

1 

$322 

1 

1 

4.  1 

1 

1 

1.0 

1 

1 

| 

42,309  | 

371 

1 

| 

387 

1 

| 

4.  5 

1 

| 

1.  4 

I 

6,702  j 

231 

| 

230 

| 

-.4 

i 

3.4 

..j  35,409 

| 

35.607  | 

4  03 

j 

418 

| 

3.6 

i 

m  c 

1 

..|  28,267 

\ 

1 

1 

28,667  | 

241 

i 

i 

254 

1 

| 

• 

5*  2 

i 

i 

2.  1 

..  |  5,507 

1 

5,345  j 

194 

i 

203 

| 

4.4 

i 

1.3 

1 

23,322  | 

1 

1 

257 

i 

272 

| 

5.8 

i 

2.7 

FA  BILI  RELATIONSHIP 

1 

1 

1 

l 

i 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

t 

1 

1 

| 

28,720  | 

407 

1 

| 

422 

| 

3.7 

J 

.7 

.  .  <  14,553 

I 

14,884  | 

246 

i 

261 

| 

6.  1 

i 

3.C 

Others  in  married-couple  families..... 

..i  6,137 

1 

6,207  | 

207 

i 

1 

214 

1 

1 

3.3 

i 

I 

.2 

1 

1 

| 

1 

3  #  9  4  8  | 

243 

| 

260 

| 

6.7 

i 

3.6 

...j  2,313 

| 

2,464  j 

216 

i 

224 

I 

3.9 

i 

.8 

1 

.  .  1  1,34  1 

1 

I 

1 

1,331  | 

365 

i 

i 

387 

1 

| 

6.0 

i 

i 

2.e 

...j  825 

j 

879  j 

228 

i 

232 

1 

1.  8 

i 

-1.2 

All  ether  men  1/. ................... . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6,740  1 

345 

i 

i 

355 

1 

1 

2.9 

i 

i 

-.2 

..  |  5,811 

1 

5,803  | 

270 

i 

279 

1 

3.5 

i 

.4 

RACE  AN”  HISPANIC  CBIC1I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

i 

i 

P  H  t0.  .  «  V  »  T  T  -  -  _  _  T . . . . . 

1 

1 

61,739  | 

317 

i 

329 

i 

3.7 

i 

.6 

I 

37,378  | 

332 

i 

398 

1 

4.3 

i 

1.2 

| 

24,361  | 

244 

i 

257 

1 

5.3 

i 

2.  2 

p  k  ,  , . . .  .... 

| 

7.373  | 

247 

i 

264 

1 

6.8 

i 

3.6 

| 

3,883  | 

2  ei 

i 

300 

1 

6.5 

i 

3.3 

1 

3,490  | 

223 

i 

237 

1 

6.4 

i 

3.2 

...j  4,056 

| 

4,127  | 

242 

i 

251 

1 

3.5 

i 

I 

2,613  | 

272 

i 

278 

1 

2.2 

i 

-.9 

I 

1,514  | 

207 

i 

221 

1 

6.5 

i 

3.  3 

L 

_ l 

1. 

_ i 

- - - — 

1_ 

— 

— L 

- ... 

J/  The  majority  of  these  persons  are  living  alone  or 
with  norre 1 ati ves.  Also  included  are  persons  in 
married— couple  families  where  the  husband  is  in  the 
Atrred  forces,  persons  in  secondary  families,  and  some 
whose  fanily  status  is  unknown. 


NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  HiSFanic-origin 

groups  will  not  sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the 
'•other  races"  group  are  rot  presented  and  Hispanics  are 
included  in  both  the  white  and  black  population  groups. 
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EARNINGS  OF  WORKERS  AND  THEIR  FAMILIES:  THIRD  QUARTER  1983 

Median  earnings  for  families  with  wage  and  salary  workers  rose  to  $481  a  week  in  the  third 
quarter  of  1983,  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor's  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  reported  today.  For 
individuals  with  full-time  wage  and  salary  jobs,  median  earnings  rose  to  $320  a  week. 
Over-the-year  increases  for  both  groups — 5.7  percent  for  families  and  4.2  percent  for  full-time 
workers — exceeded  the  2.5-percent  increase  in  consumer  prices. 

These  earnings  data  are  from  a  sample  survey  of  households  in  which  respondents  are  asked 
how  much  each  family  member  usually  earns  per  week.  (See  explanatory  note  on  page  2.)  Eight 
tables  attached  to  this  release  show  the  data  in  detail.  Tables  7  and  8  provide  percentage 
changes  for  major  groups  in  both  current  and  constant  dollars. 

Families 

In  the  third  quarter  of  1983,  two-thirds  of  all  families  in  the  United  States — 41.2 
million — had  earnings  exclusively  from  wages  and  salaries.  As  shown  in  table  1,  the  number  with 
two  or  more  earners — 21.5  million — was  back  to  the  1981  level  and  accounted  for  52  percent  of 
all  wage-earning  families.  Reflecting  recent  declines  in  joblessness,  the  number  of  families 
with  one  or  more  unemployed  members  was  down  about  360,000  over  the  year.  (See  tables  1  and  3.) 

Weekly  wage  or  salary  earnings  for  married-couple  families  ($528)  continued  to  be  much 
higher  than  the  median  for  families  maintained  by  women  ($274)  or  men  ($426).  For  all  family 
types,  multi-earner  families  had  considerably  higher  earnings  than  one-earner  families.  For 
instance,  median  weekly  earnings  for  married-couple  families  where  the  husband  and  wife  worked 
exceeded  $600,  compared  with  $415  for  families  where  only  the  husband  worked. 

Median  earnings  continued  to  be  higher  for  white  ($498)  than  for  black  ($351)  or  Hispanic 
families  ($377).  Contributing  to  differences  among  these  groups  are  such  factors  as  family 
composition  and  number  of  earners.  (See  table  2.) 

Individual  workers 


Median  earnings  for  full-time  wage  and  salary  workers  were  $320  a  week  in  the  third  quarter 
of  1983 — $388  for  men  and  $251  for  women.  Earnings  for  16  to  24  year  olds  were  little  changed 
over  the  year,  while  the  medians  for  men  and  women  25  years  of  age  and  over  rose  by  $16  and  $12, 
respectively.  Among  men,  median  weekly  earnings  for  blacks  ($300)  and  Hispanics  ($278)  remained 
substantially  lower  than  those  for  whites  ($399).  Differences  among  women  were  much  narrower 
with  medians  of  $254,  $234,  and  $212,  respectively,  for  whites,  blacks,  and  Hispanics.  (See 
table  4.) 

Among  the  major  occupational  groups,  full-time  workers  in  the  managerial  and  professional 
specialty  category  had  the  highest  earnings,  especially  those  in  executive,  administrative,  and 
managerial  jobs  where  median  weekly  earnings  were  $476,  At  the  other  end  of  the  scale,  workers 
in  farming,  forestry,  and  fishing  ($194)  and  private  households  ($113)  earned  the  least.  (See 
table  5.) 


EXPLANATORY  NOTE 
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The  estimates  in  this  release  were  obtained  from  the  Current  Population  Survey  (CPS),  which 
provides  the  basic  information  on  the  labor  force,  employment,  and  unemployment.  The  survey  is 
conducted  monthly  for  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  from  a 
scientifically  selected  national  sample  of  households,  with  coverage  in  all  50  States  and  the 
District  of  Columbia.  The  size  of  the  monthly  sample  is  about  60,000  households. 

The  quarterly  earnings  data  for  individuals  are  similar  to,  but  not  entirely  compatible  with, 
CPS  earnings  data  previously  reported  for  May  between  1967  and  1978.  Differences  stem  from 
slight  changes  in  collection  procedures,  in  the  definition  of  wage  and  salary  workers,  and  in 
processing  methods.  For  example,  whereas  the  earnings  information  for  the  May  series  was 
collected  from  the  entire  CPS  sample  once  a  year,  the  earnings  questions  now  are  asked  each 
month  from  one-quarter  of  the  sample  and  cumulated  to  provide  quarterly  and  annual  averages. 
The  reliability  of  the  quarterly  series  is  almost  as  high,  and  that  of  the  annual  averages  is 
much  higher,  than  the  reliability  of  the  May  series. 

In  addition,  the  current  earnings  series,  in  contrast  to  the  May  series,  excludes  from  the 
universe  those  self-employed  workers  who  are  classified  as  wage  and  salary  workers  because  their 
businesses  are  incorporated.  Yet  another  change  is  that  the  earnings  of  nonrespondents,  which 
had  previously  not  been  taken  into  account,  are  now  imputed  in  order  to  minimize  any  bias  that 
might  result  from  differences  in  response  rates  among  groups  with  vastly  different  earnings 
levels.  Nonresponses  over  the  1979-81  period  averaged  about  17  percent  for  the  question  on 
weekly  earnings.  The  allocation  procedure  used  to  impute  missing  earnings  information  is 
similar  to  that  used  in  processing  other  CPS  data  and  the  decennial  census:  The  record  of  a 
worker  with  a  missing  erfry  for  an  item  is  matched  with  the  record  of  a  worker  of  similar 
demographic  and  other  characteristics  with  an  entry.  (See  "Computer  Method  to  Process  Missing 
Income  and  Work  Experience  Information  in  the  Current  Population  Survey,"  by  Emmett  F.  Spiers 
and  Joseph  J.  Knott,  the  American  Statistical  Association,  Proceedings  of 
the  Social  Statistics  Section,  1969.) 


Reliability 

In  any  sample  survey,  variations  in  the  data  can  occur  by  chance  because  a  sample,  rather  than 
the  whole  of  the  population  is  surveyed.  The  standard  error  is  a  measure  of  such  potential 
variation.  The  chances  are  about  68  out  of  100  that  an  estimate  from  the  survey  differs  from  a 
figure  that  would  be  obtained  from  a  complete  census  by  less  than  one  standard  error.  Examples 
of  estimated  standard  errors  for  median  weekly  earnings  are  shown  in  Table  A,  below. 

The  data  also  are  subject  to  nonsampling  errors,  including  errors  of  response.  A  special  test 
survey  to  gauge  the  accuracy  of  earnings  data  from  the  CPS  was  conducted  in  January  1977.  (See 
"Comparing  Earnings  Data  from  the  CPS  and  Employer  Records,"  by  Larry  Carstensen  and  Henry 
Woltman,  U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  the  American  Statistical  Association, 
Proceedings  of  the  Social  Statistics  Section,  1979. 

For  a  fuller  discussion  of  the  quality  of  earnings  data  from  the  CPS  and  detailed  tables  of 
standard  errors,  see  Earl  F.  Mellor,  Technical  Description  of  the  Quarterly  Data  on  Weekly 
Earnings  from  the  Current  Population  Survey,  BLS  Bulletin  2113,  January  1982,  available 
for  $2.25  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington, 
D.C.  20402,  or  from  BLS  Regional  Offices. 
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Definitions 

The  principal  definitions  used  in  connection  with  the  earnings  series  are  described  briefly 
below. 

Family..  A  family  is  a  group  of  two  or  more  persons  residing  together  who  are  related  by  blood, 
marriage,  or  adoption.  The  counts  of  persons  by  family  status  refer  to  their  positions  in 
"primary"  families  only,  that  is,  all  persons  in  the  household  who  are  related  to  the 
householder. 

Householder.  A  householder  is  the  person  (or  one  of  the  persons)  in  whose  name  the  housing  unit 
Is  owned  or  rented.  For  purposes  of  this  report,  the  term  is  never  applied  to  either  husbands 
or  wives  in  married-couple  families.  As  used  here,  the  term  "householder"  relates  only  to 
persons  in  families  maintained  by  either  men  or  women  without  a  spouse. 

Wage  and  salary  workers.  Workers  who  receive  wages,  salaries,  commissions,  tips,  payment  in 
kind,  or  piece  rates.  The  group  includes  employees  in  both  the  private  and  public  sectors,  but, 
for  the  the  purposes  of  the  earnings  series,  excludes  self-employed  persons  whose  businesses  are 
incorporated . 


Full-time 

principal 

workers. 

job. 

Workers 

who 

usually  work 

35  hours  or  more 

per 

week 

at 

their 

sole  or 

Part-time 

principal 

workers . 
job. 

Wo rkers 

who 

usually  work 

fewer  than  35  hours 

per 

week 

at 

their 

sole  or 

Usual  weekly  earnings.  Data  on  usual  weekly  earnings  are  provided  from  responses  to  the 
question  "How  much  does  ...  USUALLY  earn  per  week  at  this  job  before  deductions?  Include  any 
overtime  pay,  commissions,  or  tips  usually  received."  The  response  is  for  the  worker's  sole  or 
principal  job.  The  term  "usual"  is  as  perceived  by  the  respondent.  If  the  respondent  asks  for 
a  definition  of  "usual,"  interviewers  are  instructed  to  define  the  term  as  more  than  half  the 
weeks  worked  during  the  past  4  or  5  months. 

Change  in  constant  dollars.  The  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical 
Workers  (CPI-W)  is  used  to  convert  current  dollars  to  constant  dollars. 

Hispanic  origin.  Refers  to  persons  who  are  of  Mexican,  Puerto  Rican,  Cuban,  Central  or  South 
American,  or  other  Hispanic  origin  or  descent.  Persons  of  Hispanic  origin  may  be  of  any  race; 
hence,  they  are  included  among  the  numbers  for  whites  and  blacks. 

Table  A.  Standard  errors  of  median  weekly  earnings 


Item 

Ill 

1982 

III 

1983 

Families  with  wage  and  salary  workers  1/ . . 

$3.14 

$3.31 

Married-couple  families . . . 

3.38 

3.74 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

11.22 

12.21 

Families  maintained  by  women . . . 

5.59 

5.09 

Full-time  wage  and  salary  workers . 

1.46 

1.43 

2.  34 

2.55 

2.00 

2.00 

Men  who  maintain  families . . . 

11.48 

12.15 

1.11 

1.46 

1.49 

2. 10 

Women  who  maintain  families . 

2.89 

3.99 

Blank . . . . 

3. 18 

4.22 

4.74 

5.95 

- - 

T7  Excludes  families  In  which  the  husband,  wife,  or  householder  is  self  employed. 
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Table  3.  Families  with  unemployment  by  presence  and  relationship  of  worker(a)  to  unemployed  members,  total  median  usual  weekly  wage 
and  salary  earnings,  and  family  type,  quarterly  averages  8 

(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Type  of  family  and  relationship  of 
worker(s)  to  unemployed 

Number 

(in  thousands) 

Percent  distribution 

Median 

weekly  earnines 

III 

1981 

m 

1982 

III 

1983 

III 

1981 

III 

1982 

III 

1983 

hi 

1981 

hi 

1982 

III 

1983 

Total  families . 

6,249 

8,257 

7,899 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

No  one  employed  l/..... . 

1,680 

2,420 

2,343 

26.9 

29.3 

29.7 

_ 

Some  employed,  no  wage  or  salary  workers . 

185 

239 

258 

3.0 

2.9 

3.3 

With  wage  or  salary  workers . 

4,384 

5,598 

5,299 

70.2 

67.8 

67. 1 

Husband,  wife  or  householder  self-employed . 

148 

225 

202 

2.4 

2.7 

2.6 

All  other  families . 

4,235 

5,373 

5,097 

67.8 

65.1 

64.5 

$328 

$328 

$357 

Married  couple  families  . . . 

3,362 

4,333 

4,150 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

359 

352 

383 

Husband  unemployed  . 

801 

1,298 

1,143 

23.8 

30.0 

27.5 

201 

201 

217 

Wife  only  worker . 

613 

1,057 

849 

18.2 

24.4 

20.5 

188 

197 

209 

Wife  and  other  worker(s) . 

107 

129 

170 

3.2 

3.0 

4. 1 

361 

360 

353 

Other  worker(s)  only . 

81 

112 

124 

2.4 

2.6 

3.0 

(2) 

119 

128 

Wife  unemployed  . . . 

1,167 

1,403 

1,455 

34.7 

32.4 

35. 1 

$337 

343 

385 

Husband  only  worker . . . 

993 

1,201 

1,248 

29.5 

27.7 

30. 1 

317 

327 

361 

Husband  and  other  worker(s) . 

150 

173 

179 

4.5 

4.0 

4.3 

554 

563 

629 

Other  worker(s)  only . . . 

24 

29 

28 

.7 

.7 

.7 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

Other  member(s)  unemployed  . . 

1,394 

1,633 

1,552 

41.5 

37.7 

37.4 

$535 

$539 

$584 

Husband  or  wife  worker . 

639 

683 

681 

19.0 

15.8 

16.4 

445 

430 

444 

Husband  and  wife  workers . 

708 

885 

801 

21.1 

20.4 

19.3 

610 

659 

695 

Other  combinations  of  workers . 

48 

65 

70 

1.4 

1.5 

1.7 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

Families  maintained  by  women. . 

670 

777 

721 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

$217 

$228 

$259 

Householder  unemployed . 

93 

103 

104 

13.8 

13.2 

14.4 

(2) 

148 

193 

Other  member(s)  unemployed . 

577 

674 

617 

86.2 

86.8 

85.6 

$229 

240 

273 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

203 

263 

226 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

299 

308 

353 

Householder  unemployed . . . 

39 

47 

47 

19.0 

18.1 

20.6 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

Other  raember(s)  unemployed . 

165 

215 

180 

81.0 

81.9 

79.4 

$323 

$348 

$386 

_1/  Includes  a  small  number  of  families  where  the  only  worker 
is  an  unpaid  family  worker. 


2/  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,000. 


Table  4.  Median  usual  weekly  earnings  of  full-time  wage  and  salary  workers  by  selected  characteristics,  quarterly 
averages 

(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  workers 
(in  thousands) 

Median  weekly  earnings 

hi 

1981 

III 

1982 

III 

1983 

III 

1981 

III 

1982 

III 

1983 

SEX  AND  AGE 

Total,  16  years  and  over . 

74,414 

72,011 

73,389 

$287 

$307 

$320 

Men,  16  years  and  over . 

45,269 

42,975 

43,912 

345 

371 

388 

16  to  24  years . 

8,824 

7,614 

7,725 

220 

221 

224 

23  years  and  over., . 

36,445 

35,361 

36,186 

381 

407 

423 

Women,  16  years  and  over . 

29,145 

29,036 

29,477 

224 

240 

251 

16  to  24  years . . 

6,645 

6, 173 

5,927 

182 

189 

198 

25  years  and  over . . . 

22,499 

22,863 

23,550 

239 

258 

270 

FAMILY  RELATIONSHIP 

Husbands . 

30, 126 

29,045 

29,340 

386 

409 

426 

Wives . 

14,812 

14,669 

14,975 

230 

246 

262 

Others  In  married-couple  families.. . 

8,069 

7,104 

7,170 

190 

196 

209 

Women  who  maintain  families . 

3,844 

4,008 

4,059 

231 

244 

259 

Others  in  such  families . 

2,597 

2,543 

2,757 

198 

211 

217 

Men  who  maintain  families . 

1,299 

1,320 

1,308 

340 

366 

379 

Others  in  such  families . 

896 

798 

967 

207 

216 

230 

All  other  men  1/ . 

7,032 

6,697 

6,877 

324 

350 

359 

All  other  women  1/ . 

5,739 

5,825 

5,937 

248 

272 

274 

RACE  AND  HISPANIC  ORIGIN 

White . 

65,012 

62,685 

63,880 

293 

315 

327 

Men . 

40,172 

38,054 

38,868 

353 

383 

399 

Women . 

24,840 

24,631 

25,012 

226 

242 

254 

Black . 

7,604 

7,452 

7,602 

240 

248 

261 

Men . 

4,085 

3,897 

3,977 

274 

283 

300 

Women . 

3,519 

3,555 

3,625 

211 

223 

234 

Hispanic  origin . 

4,413 

4, 130 

4,328 

230 

241 

248 

Men . 

2,906 

2,612 

2,799 

250 

273 

278 

Women . . . 

1,506 

1,518 

1,529 

193 

204 

212 

1/  The  majority  of  these  persons  are  living  alone 
or  Tilth  nonrelatives.  Also  included  are  persons  in 
married-couple  families  where  the  husband  is  in  the 
Armed  Forces,  persons  in  secondary  families,  and  some 
whose  family  status  is  unknown. 


NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic- 
origin  groups  will  not  sum  to  totals  because  data 
for  the  "other  races"  group  are  not  presented  and 
Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black 
population  groups. 


(Mot  seasonally  adjusted )  (Not  seasonally  adjusted) 
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Table  7.  Percent  change  In  current  and  in  constant  dollars  of  median  usual  weekly  earnings  of 
families  by  selected  characteristics 

(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Families 

Percent  change  in 

current  dollars 

Percent  change  in 

constant  dollars 

1981  III 

to 

1982  III 

1982  III 

to 

1983  III 

1981  III 

to 

1982  III 

1982  III 

to 

1983  III 

Total  families  with  earners  1/ . 

3.0 

5.7 

-2.5 

3. 1 

One  earner . . 

3.5 

4.8 

-2.0 

2.3 

Two  earners  or  more . 

4.7 

5.8 

-.9 

3.3 

Married  couple  families . 

3.7 

5.9 

-1.9 

3.3 

One  earner . 

2.7 

5.7 

-2.8 

3.2 

Two  earners  or  more . 

5.1 

5.6 

-.5 

3.1 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

3.9 

6.4 

-1.6 

3.8 

One  earner . 

5.4 

4. 1 

-.2 

1.6 

Two  earners  or  more . . . 

1.4 

8.9 

-4.0 

6.3 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1.5 

8.4 

-3.9 

5.8 

One  earner . 

6.0 

2.0 

.3 

-.5 

Two  earners  or  more . 

5.6 

6.3 

-.  1 

3.7 

White . 

3.6 

5.4 

-2.0 

2.8 

Black . 

2.9 

5.7 

-2.6 

3.2 

Hispanic  origin . 

2.7 

6. 1 

-2.8 

3.6 

1/  Excludes  families  where  the  husband, 
wife,  or  householder  is  self-employed. 


Table  8.  Percent  change  in  current  and  in  constant  dollars  of  median  usual  weekly 
earnings  of  full-time  wage  and  salary  workers  by  selected  characteristics 

(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Characteristic 

Percent  change  in 
current  dollars 

Percent  change  in 
constant  dollars 

1981  III 

to 

1982  III 

1982  III 

to 

1983  III 

1981  III 

to 

1982  III 

1982  III 

to 

1983  III 

Total,  16  years  and  over . 

7.1 

4.2 

1.4 

1.7 

Men,  16  years  and  over . 

7.6 

4.6 

1.9 

2. 1 

16  to  24  years . 

.7 

1.0 

-4.7 

-1.4 

25  years  and  over . 

6.9 

3.9 

1.2 

1.4 

Women,  16  years  and  over . 

6.8 

4.5 

1.1 

2.0 

16  to  24  years . 

3.6 

5.0 

-1.9 

2.4 

25  years  and  over . 

8.0 

4.9 

2.2 

2.4 

7.6 

3.9 

1.8 

1.4 

8.3 

4.4 

2.6 

1.9 

7.1 

5.0 

1.4 

2.4 

3.4 

5. 1 

-2. 1 

2.6 

3.2 

6.1 

-2.3 

3.5 

5.5 

5.3 

-.2 

2.7 

5.0 

2.8 

-.6 

.4 
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EARNINGS  OF  WORKERS  AND  THEIR  FAMILIES:  SECOND  QUARTER  1983 

Families  with  wage  and  salary  workers  reported  usual  median  earnings  of  $471  a  week  in  the 
second  quarter  of  1983,  the  U. S.  Department  of  Labor's  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  reported 
today.  Median  earnings  of  full-time  wage  and  salary  workers  reached  $320  a  week  in  the  second 
quarter.  For  both  families  and  individual  workers,  the  over-the-year  gains  in  earnings — 3.5 
percent  for  families  and  3.9  percent  for  full-time  workers — were  not  appreciably  greater  than 
the  3.2  percent  rise  in  consumer  prices,  as  measured  by  the  CPI-W. 

The  data  on  earnings  are  from  a  sample  survey  of  households  in  which  respondents  are  asked 
how  much  each  family  member  usually  earns  per  week.  (See  explanatory  note  on  page  3.)  Eight 
tables  attached  to  this  release  show  the  data  in  detail.  Tables  7  and  8  provide  percentage 
changes  for  major  groups  in  both  current  and  constant  dollars. 

Families 


Of  the  62.0  million  families  in  the  United  States,  40.5  million  had  earnings  exclusively 
from  wages  and  salaries  in  the  second  quarter  of  1983 — 400,000  fewer  than  a  year  earlier.  The 
number  of  families  with  no  earners  at  all  was  12.7  million,  up  about  half  a  million  over  the 
year.  This  increase  was  considerably  smaller  than  the  one  recorded  between  the  first  quarters 
of  1982  and  1983,  reflecting  the  improvement  in  the  Nation's  unemployment  situation.  While  the 
number  of  families  with  at  least  one  unemployed  member  (8.5  million)  continued  to  be  higher  than 
a  year  ago,  the  rate  of  increase  slowed.  The  655,000  rise  was  about  half  as  large  as  the 
increase  between  the  first  quarters  of  1982  and  1983.  (See  tables  1  and  3.) 

Multi-earner  families  continued  to  comprise  slightly  more  than  half  (51.3  percent)  of  all 
families  with  wage  and  salary  workers,  despite  over-the-year  declines  in  their  number.  Median 
earnings  of  multi-earner  families,  at  $626  a  week,  remained  about  double  those  for  single-worker 
families. 

Married-couple  families  had  average  earnings  of  $517  a  week  in  the  second  quarter  of  1983. 
Not  surprisingly,  families  with  the  highest  median  ea  lings  ($854)  were  those  in  which  the 
husband,  wife,  and  some  other  family  member(s)  were  workin  . .  Among  families  with  only  one 
earner,  those  in  which  the  husband  was  employed  earned  $4L ,  on  the  average,  compared  with  $209 
for  families  in  which  the  wife  was  the  only  worker  and  $202  where  the  only  worker  was  a  son, 
daughter,  or  some  other  relative.  Overall,  married-couple  families  registered  median  weekly 
earnings  well  above  those  for  families  maintained  by  women  ($271)  or  by  men  ($419),  primarily 
because  the  married-couple  families  were  much  more  likely  to  include  more  than  one  worker. 

White  families  continued  to  have  higher  median  earnings  ($488)  than  either  black  ($341)  or 
Hispanic  ($369)  families.  In  part,  this  is  because  a  larger  proportion  of  black  and  Hispanic 
families  have  only  one  earner.  Also,  in  families  in  which  the  husband  is  the  sole  earner,  black 
and  Hispanic  husbands  earn  about  70  percent  as  much  as  white  husbands.  (See  table  2.) 

Individual  workers 


Median  earnings  of  full-time  wage  and  salary  workers  were  $320  a  week  in  the  second  quarter 
of  1983 — $253  for  women  and  $383  for  men.  The  female-to-male  earnings  ratio  of  66  percent  is 
one  percentage  point  higher  than  a  year  earlier.  This  ratio  has  risen  about  one  percentage 
point  a  year  since  the  quarterly  earnings  series  began  in  1979,  when  the  second-quarter  ratio 
was  62  percent.  Whereas  the  median  for  men  and  women  16  to  24  years  of  age  did  not  change  over 
the  past  year,  earnings  of  workers  25  years  and  over  rose  $12  for  men  and  $18  for  women. 
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The  black-white  earnings  gap  continues  to  be  greater  among  men  than  among  women.  Black  men 
had  median  earnings  of  $294,  compared  with  $393  for  white  men.  Among  women,  the  medians  were 
$240  for  blacks  and  $254  for  whites.  Over  the  past  year,  earnings  of  white  men  rose  while  those 
of  blacks  stayed  about  the  same.  Among  women,  the  earnings  of  both  blacks  and  whites  rose,  with 
blacks  registering  the  larger  gain.  (See  table  4.) 

Among  the  major  occupational  groups,  workers  in  the  managerial  and  professional  specialty 
category  earned  the  qoat  ($440)— particularly  those  employed  in  executive,  administrative,  and 
managerial  jobs  ($459).  At  the  low  end  of  the  earnings  scale  were  workers  in  service  ($212)  and 
fanning,  forestry,  and  fishing  occupations  ($198).  (See  table  5.) 


EXPLANATORY  NOTE 


The  estimates  in  this  release  were  obtained  from  the  Current  Population  Survey  (CPS),  which 
provides  the  basic  information  on  the  labor  force,  employment,  and  unemployment.  The  survey  is 
conducted  monthly  for  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  from  a 
scientifically  selected  national  sample  of  households,  with  coverage  in  all  50  States  and  the 
District  of  Columbia.  The  size  of  the  monthly  sample  is  about  60,000  households. 

The  quarterly  earnings  data  for  individuals  are  similar  to,  but  not  entirely  compatible  with, 
CPS  earnings  data  previously  reported  for  May  between  1967  and  1978.  Differences  stem  from 
slight  changes  in  collection  procedures,  in  the  definition  of  wage  and  salary  workers,  and  in 
processing  methods.  For  example,  whereas  the  earnings  information  for  the  May  series  was 
collected  from  the  entire  CPS  sample  once  a  year,  the  earnings  questions  now  are  asked  each 
month  from  one-quarter  of  the  sample  and  cumulated  to  provide  quarterly  and  annual  averages. 
The  reliability  of  the  quarterly  series  is  almost  as  high,  and  that  of  the  annual  averages  is 
much  higher,  than  the  reliability  of  the  May  series. 

In  addition,  the  current  earnings  series,  in  contrast  to  the  May  series,  excludes  from  the 
universe  those  self-employed  workers  who  are  classified  as  wage  and  salary  workers  because  their 
businesses  are  incorporated.  Yet  another  change  is  that  the  earnings  of  nonrespondents,  which 
had  previously  not  been  taken  into  account,  are  now  imputed  in  order  to  minimize  any  bias  that 
might  result  from  differences  in  response  rates  among  groups  with  vastly  different  earnings 
levels.  Nonresponses  over  the  1979-81  period  averaged  about  17  percent  for  the  question  on 
weekly  earnings.  The  allocation  procedure  used  to  impute  missing  earnings  information  is 
similar  to  that  used  in  processing  other  CPS  data  and  the  decennial  census:  The  record  of  a 
worker  with  a  missing  entry  for  an  item  is  matched  with  the  record  of  a  worker  of  similar 
demographic  and  other  characteristics  with  an  entry.  (See  "Computer  Method  to  Process  Missing 
Income  and  Work  Experience  Information  in  the  Current  Population  Survey,"  by  Emmett  F.  Spiers 
and  Joseph  J.  Knott,  the  American  Statistical  Association,  Proceedings  of 
the  Social  Statistics  Section,  1969. ) 

Reliability 

In  any  sample  survey,  variations  in  the  data  can  occur  by  chance  because  a  sample,  rather  than 
the  whole  of  the  population  is  surveyed.  The  standard  error  is  a  measure  of  such  potential 
variation.  The  chances  are  about  68  out  of  100  that  an  estimate  from  the  survey  differs  from  a 
figure  that  would  be  obtained  from  a  complete  census  by  less  than  one  standard  error.  Examples 
of  estimated  standard  errors  for  median  weekly  earnings  are  shown  in  Table  A,  below. 

The  data  also  are  subject  to  nonsampling  errors,  including  errors  of  response.  A  special  test 
survey  to  gauge  the  accuracy  of  earnings  data  from  the  CPS  was  conducted  in  January  1977.  (See 
"Comparing  Earnings  Data  from  the  CPS  and  Employer  Records,"  by  Larry  Carstensen  and  Henry 
Woltman,  U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  the  American  Statistical  Association, 
Proceedings  of  the  Social  Statistics  Section,  1979 . 

For  a  fuller  discussion  of  the  quality  of  earnings  data  from  the  CPS  and  detailed  tables  of 
standard  errors,  see  Earl  F.  Mellor,  Technical  Description  of  the  Quarterly  Data  on  Weekly 
Earnings  from  the  Current  Population  Survey,  BLS  Bulletin  2113,  January  1982,  available 
for  $2.25  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington, 
D.C.  20402,  or  from  BLS  Regional  Offices. 


Definitions 
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The  principal  definitions  used  in  connection  with  the  earnings  series  are  described  briefly 
below. 

Family.  A  family  is  a  group  of  two  or  more  persons  residing  together  who  are  related  by  blood, 
marriage,  or  adoption.  The  counts  of  persons  by  family  status  refer  to  their  positions  in 
"primary"  families  only,  that  is,  all  persons  in  the  household  who  are  related  to  the 
householder. 

Householder .  A  householder  is  the  person  (or  one  of  the  persons)  in  whose  name  the  housing  unit 
is  owned  or  rented.  For  purposes  of  this  report,  the  term  is  never  applied  to  either  husbands 
or  wives  in  married-couple  families.  As  used  here,  the  term  "householder"  relates  only  to 
persons  in  families  maintained  by  either  men  or  women  without  a  spouse. 

Wage  and  salary  workers.  Workers  who  receive  wages,  salaries,  commissions,  tips,  payment  in 
kind,  or  piece  rates.  The  group  includes  employees  in  both  the  private  and  public  sectors,  but, 
for  the  the  purposes  of  the  earnings  series,  excludes  self-employed  persons  whose  businesses  are 
incorporated . 


Full-time 

principal 

workers . 
job. 

Workers 

who 

usually 

work 

35  hours  or  more 

per 

week 

at 

their 

sole  or 

Part-time 

principal 

workers . 
job. 

Workers 

who 

usually 

work 

fewer  than  35  hours 

per 

week 

at 

their 

sole  or 

Usual  weekly  earnings.  Data  on  usual  weekly  earnings  are  provided  from  responses  to  the 
question  "How  much  does  ...  USUALLY  earn  per  week  at  this  job  before  deductions?  Include  any 
overtime  pay,  commissions,  or  tips  usually  received."  The  response  is  for  the  worker's  sole  or 
principal  job.  The  term  "usual"  is  as  perceived  by  the  respondent.  If  the  respondent  asks  for 
a  definition  of  "usual,"  interviewers  are  instructed  to  define  the  term  as  more  than  half  the 
weeks  worked  during  the  past  4  or  5  months. 

Change  in  constant  dollars.  The  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical 
Workers  (CPI-W)  is  used  to  convert  current  dollars  to  constant  dollars. 

Hispanic  origin.  Refers  to  persons  who  are  of  Mexican,  Puerto  Rican,  Cuban,  Central  or  South 
American,  or  other  Hispanic  origin  or  descent.  Persons  of  Hispanic  origin  may  be  of  any  race; 
hence,  they  are  included  among  the  numbers  for  whites  and  blacks. 


Table  A.  Standard  errors  of  median  weekly  earnings 


Item 

II 

1982 

11 

1983 

Families  with  wage  and  salary  workers  1/ . 

$3.20 

$3.37 

Married-couple  families . . . 

3.38 

3.55 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

10.53 

11.20 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

4.61 

4.81 

Full-time  wage  and  salary  workers . 

1.42 

1.48 

2.28 

2.35 

Husbands . 

2.02 

2.00 

Men  who  maintain  families . 

13.15 

10.50 

Women. . . . . . . 

1 .08 

1 .58 

Wives . . . . . 

1 .46 

2.11 

Women  who  maintain  families . 

3.35 

4.04 

Black . 

3.22 

4  .05 

Hispanic . 

5.75 

6.89 

T7  Excludes  families  in  which  the  husband,  wife,  or  householder  is  self  employed. 


Table  1.  Families  by  number  and  relationship  of  workers,  total  median  usual  weekly  wage  and  salary  earnings,  and  family  type 
quarterly  averages 

(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Type  of  family  and  number  of  workers 

Numbers  (In  thousands) 

Percent  distribution 

Median 

weekly  earnings 

XI 

1981 

II 

1982 

II 

1983 

II 

1981 

II 

1982 

II 

1983 

II 

1981 

ii 

1982 

II 

1983 

Total  families . 

61,290 

61,644 

61,974 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

No  one  employed  1/ . 

11,215 

12,127 

12,651 

18.3 

19.7 

20.4 

- 

- 

- 

Some  employed,  no  wage  or  salary  workers . 

4,247 

4,344 

4,265 

6.9 

7.0 

6.9 

- 

- 

- 

With  wage  or  salary  workers . 

45,828 

45,172 

45,058 

74.8 

73.3 

72.7 

- 

- 

- 

Husband,  wife  or  householder  self  employed . 

4,147 

4,241 

4,525 

6.8 

6.9 

7.3 

- 

- 

- 

All  other  families . 

41,682 

40,931 

40,533 

68.0 

66.4 

65.4 

$431 

$455 

$471 

Total  families  with  wage  or  salary  workers  2/.. 

41,682 

40,931 

40,533 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

431 

455 

471 

One  worker . 

19,945 

19,773 

19,757 

47.8 

48.3 

48.7 

294 

308 

320 

Two  workers  or  more . . . 

21,737 

21,158 

20,775 

52.2 

51.7 

51.3 

561 

600 

626 

Married-couple  families . . . 

33,999 

33,235 

32,997 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

467 

500 

517 

One  worker . 

14,605 

14,490 

14,558 

43.0 

43.6 

44.1 

332 

345 

354 

Husband . . 

11,963 

11,426 

11,230 

35.2 

34.4 

34.0 

371 

393 

410 

Wife . 

2,048 

2,404 

2,584 

6.0 

7.2 

7.8 

178 

201 

209 

Other  family  member . 

593 

660 

745 

1.7 

2.0 

2.3 

183 

190 

202 

Two  workers  or  more . 

19,395 

18,746 

18,438 

57.0 

56.4 

55.9 

576 

618 

646 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

13,382 

13,017 

12,657 

39.4 

39.2 

38.4 

543 

587 

621 

Husband,  wife,  and  other(s) . 

3,161 

2,913 

2,968 

9.3 

8.8 

9.0 

765 

820 

854 

Husband  and  other  family  member(s) . 

2,264 

2,235 

2,110 

6.7 

6.7 

6.4 

600 

646 

640 

Wife  and  other  family  member(s) . 

446 

446 

548 

1.3 

1.3 

1.7 

369 

375 

394 

Other  family  members  only . 

142 

134 

156 

.4 

.4 

.5 

417 

396 

333 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

5,865 

5,891 

5,828 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

241 

253 

271 

One  worker . 

4,185 

4,185 

4,126 

71.4 

71.0 

70.8 

199 

207 

226 

Householder . 

3,337 

3,328 

3,179 

56.9 

56.5 

54.5 

202 

214 

234 

Other  family  member . 

848 

857 

947 

14.5 

14.6 

16.3 

184 

185 

200 

Two  workers  or  more . . . 

1,680 

1,706 

1,702 

28.6 

29.0 

29.2 

393 

417 

429 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1,817 

1,805 

1,708 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

374 

419 

419 

One  worker . . . 

1,154 

1,098 

1,073 

63.5 

60.9 

62.8 

310 

346 

344 

Householder . 

964 

885 

852 

53.1 

49.0 

49.9 

331 

373 

385 

Other  family  member . 

191 

213. 

221 

10.5 

11.8 

13.0 

219 

250 

197 

Two  workers  or  more..... . 

662 

707 

635 

36.5 

39.1 

37.2 

529 

556 

609 

1/  Includes  a  small  number  of  families  where  the  only  worker 
Is  an  unpaid  family  worker. 


2/  Excludes  families  where  the  husband,  wife,  or 
householder  Is  self  employed. 


Table  2.  Race  and  Hispanic  origin:  families  by  number  and  relationship  of  workers,  total  median  usual  weekly  wage  and  salary 
earnings  and  family  type,  quarterly  averages 

(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


- 

Numbers 

(in  thousands) 

Percent  distribution 

Median 

weekly  earnings 

Type  of  family,  number  of  workers,  race, 
and  Hispanic  origin 

II 

1981 

II 

1982 

II 

1983 

1 

II 

1981 

II 

1982 

II 

1983 

II 

1981 

ii 

1982 

II 

1983 

WHITE 

53,433 

53,540 

53,606 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

- 

- 

- 

With  wage  and  salary  workers  1/ . 

36,253 

35,523 

34,931 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

$442 

$471 

$488 

One  worker . 

17,189 

16,970 

16,773 

47.4 

47.8 

48.0 

3-11 

323 

336 

Two  workers  or  more . 

19,064 

18,553 

18,158 

52.6 

52.2 

52.0 

570 

609 

636 

Married-couple  families . 

30,474 

29,709 

29,318 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

473 

507 

526 

13,236 

13,039 

13,015 

43.4 

43.9 

44.4 

342 

355 

366 

10,970 

10,422 

10,183 

36.0 

35.1 

34.7 

378 

401 

417 

Wife . 

1,747 

2,028 

2,173 

5.7 

6.8 

7.4 

178 

200 

208 

Two  workers  or  more . 

17,238 

16,670 

16,303 

56.6 

56.1 

55.6 

583 

624 

654 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

11,824 

11,507 

11,121 

38.8 

38.7 

37.9 

550 

592 

626 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

4,284 

4,344 

4,239 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

250 

264 

284 

One  worker . 

3,028 

3,030 

2,902 

70.7 

69.7 

68.4 

208 

215 

238 

Two  workers  or  more . 

1,256 

1,315 

1,337 

29.3 

30.3 

31.6 

398 

424 

429 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1,495 

1,469 

1,374 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

392 

433 

437 

One  worker . 

925 

900 

856 

61.9 

61.3 

62.3 

326 

353 

367 

Two  workers  or  more . 

570 

569 

518 

38.1 

38.7 

37.7 

545 

580 

634 

BLACK 

Total  families.. . . . 

6,541 

6,767 

6,904 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

- 

- 

- 

With  wage  and  salary  workers  1/ . 

4,507 

4,475 

4,612 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

$321 

$344 

$341 

One  worker . 

2,355 

2,409 

2,550 

52.3 

53.8 

55.3 

204 

219 

226 

Two  workers  or  more . . . 

2,152 

2,067 

2,062 

47.7 

46.2 

44.7 

482 

523 

542 

Married-couple  families . 

2,786 

2,747 

2,856 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

399 

418 

416 

One  worker . 

1,086 

1,137 

1,207 

39.0 

41.4 

42.3 

228 

248 

256 

Husband . 

779 

759 

796 

28.0 

27.6 

27.9 

252 

289 

295 

Wife . 

249 

322 

331 

9.0 

11.7 

11.6 

174 

207 

207 

Two  workers  or  more . 

1,700 

1,610 

1,648 

61.0 

58.6 

57.7 

510 

551 

566 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

1,242 

1,195 

1,202 

44.6 

43.5 

42.1 

488 

537  ' 

570 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

1,445 

1,446 

1,470 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

211 

219 

229 

One  worker . 

1,074 

1,090 

1,146 

74.3 

75.4 

78.0 

179 

187 

193 

Two  workers  or  more . 

371 

356 

324 

25.7 

24.6 

22.0 

371 

389 

415 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

277 

282 

286 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

299 

377 

301 

One  worker...' . . . 

195 

182 

197 

70.7 

64.5 

68.6 

246 

324 

236 

Two  workers  or  more . 

81 

100 

90 

29.3 

35.5 

31.4 

(2) 

484 

(2) 

HISPANIC  ORIGIN 

Total  families . 

3,426 

3,361 

3,535 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

- 

- 

- 

With  wage  and  salary  workers  1/ . 

2,522 

2,406 

2,488 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

$362 

$374 

$369 

One  worker . 

1,310 

1,154 

1,338 

51.9 

48.0 

53.8 

235 

247 

257 

Two  workers  or  more . 

1,212 

1,252 

1,150 

48.1 

52.0 

46.2 

477 

517 

520 

Married-couple  families..... . 

1,983 

1,905 

1,930 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

396 

404 

399 

One  worker . 

945 

867 

998 

47.7 

45.5 

51.7 

262 

266 

267 

Husband . 

822 

740 

835 

41.5 

38.9 

43.2 

294 

286 

298 

Wife . 

82 

88 

111 

4.1 

4.6 

‘  5.8 

(2) 

(2) 

183 

Two  workers  or  more . 

1,038 

1,038 

932 

52.3 

54.5 

48.3 

$489 

$527 

537 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

661 

668 

573 

33.3 

35.1 

29.7 

468 

499 

526 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

366 

352 

431 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

198 

247 

272 

One  worker. . . 

265 

231 

285 

72.3 

65.8 

66.1 

159 

189 

217 

Two  workers  or  more . 

101 

120 

146 

27.7 

34.2 

33.9 

376 

426 

381 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

173 

150 

126 

100.0 

100-0 

100.0 

334 

387 

394 

One  worker . 

100 

56 

54 

57.9 

37.1 

42.9 

230 

(2) 

(2) 

Two  workers  or  more . 

73 

94 

•  2 

42. 1 

62.9 

57.1 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

_1/  Excludes  families  where  the  husband,  wife,  or 
householder  is  self  employed 

2]  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,000 


NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic- 
orlgin  groups  will  not  sum  to  totals  because  data 
for  the  "other  races"  group  are  not  presented  and 
Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black 
population  groups. 


Table  3.  Families  with  unemployment  by  presence  and  relationship  of  worker(s)  to  uneaployed  members,  total  aedlan  usual  weekly  wage 
and  salary  earnings,  and  family  type,  quarterly  averages 

(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Type  of  family  and  relationship  of 
worker(s)  to  unemployed 

Numbers  (In  thousands) 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnlnae 

II 

1981 

II 

1982 

II 

1983 

a 

1981 

II 

1982 

II 

1983 

II 

1981 

II 

1982 

II 

1983 

Total  families.. . . . . 

6,231 

7,813 

8,468 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

. 

No  one  employed  1/ . ..... . 

1,753 

2,398 

2,589 

28.1 

30.7 

30.6 

- 

- 

- 

Some  employed,  no  wage  or  salary  workers . 

222 

278 

347 

3.6 

3.6 

4.1 

- 

- 

- 

With  wage  or  salary  workers . ••••••• . 

4,255 

5,138 

5,532 

68.3 

65.8 

65.3 

- 

- 

- 

Husband,  wife  or  householder  self  employed. ... • 

163 

193 

237 

2.6 

2.5 

2.8 

- 

- 

• 

All  other  families . . . . . 

4,092 

4,944 

5,294 

65.7 

63.3 

62.5 

$314 

$330 

$328 

Married-couple  families  . •••••••••••••••• 

3,254 

3,978 

4.2S6 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

342 

354 

352 

Husband  unemployed  ...•••••.••••• . ••••••• 

849 

1,214 

1,404 

26.1 

30.5 

33.0 

184 

207 

214 

Wife  only  worker . 

648 

934 

1,068 

19.9 

23.5 

25.1 

173 

196 

209 

Wife  and  other  worker(s) . . . 

118 

142 

165 

3.6 

3.6 

3.9 

352 

378 

376 

Other  worker(s)  only . .... 

84 

139 

171 

2.6 

3.5 

4.0 

(2) 

170 

165 

Wife  unemployed  . . . . . •••• 

1,028 

1,233 

1,217 

31.6 

31.0 

28.6 

$314 

351 

342 

Husband  only  worker . ••••••••••• . . 

883 

1,040 

1,042 

27.1 

26.1 

24.5 

294 

327 

328 

Husband  and  other  worker(s) . . . 

124 

178 

156 

3.8 

4.5 

3.7 

602 

639 

589 

Other  worker(s)  only . . . 

21 

16 

19 

.6 

.4 

.4 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

Other  member(s)  unemployed  ••••••• . ••••• 

1,378 

1,530 

1,635 

42.3 

38.5 

38.4 

$518 

$548 

$561 

Husband  or  wife  worker  .  . . •••••••••• 

644 

639 

760 

19.8 

16.1 

17.9 

410 

438 

448 

Husband  and  wife  workers . •••• 

689 

841 

825 

21.2 

21.1 

19.4 

633 

624 

691 

Other  combinations  of  workers . 

45 

50 

51 

1.4 

1.3 

1.2 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

Families  maintained  by  women . ••••••••••••• 

638 

742 

802 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

$221 

$234 

$243 

Householder  unemployed . . . . 

67 

89 

114 

10.4 

12.0 

14.2 

(2) 

(2) 

161 

Other  member(s)  unemployed . . . •••••• . 

571 

653 

688 

89.6 

88.0 

85.8 

$225 

$250 

254 

Families  maintained  by  men. .•••••••••••••••••• • 

200 

224 

236 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

303 

312 

287 

Householder  unemployed . . 

44 

57 

61 

21.8 

25.3 

25.8 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

Other  meraber(s)  unemployed . . . 

156 

167 

175 

78.2 

74.7 

74.2 

$329 

$375 

$370 

\J  Includes  a  small  number  of  families  where  the  only  worker 
is  an  unpaid  family  worker. 


2/  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,000. 


Table  4.  Median  usual  weekly  earnings  of  full-time  wage  and  salary  workers  by  selected  characteristics,  quarterly 
ave rages 


(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  workers 
(in  thousands) 

Median  weekly  earnings 

ii 

1981 

II 

1982 

II 

1983 

II 

1981 

II 

1982 

II 

1983 

SEX  AND  AGE 

Total,  16  years  and  over . 

72,709 

70,653 

70,312 

$284 

$308 

$320 

Men,  16  years  and  over . . 

44,277 

42,635 

42,011 

343 

370 

383 

16  to  24  years. . . 

7,756 

6,916 

6,712 

225 

234 

229 

25  years  and  over . 

36,521 

35,719 

35,299 

373 

402 

414 

Women,  16  years  and  over.... . . 

28,433 

28,018 

28,301 

221 

240 

253 

16  to  24  years . . 

5,969 

5,445 

5,260 

181 

196 

198 

25  years  and  over . . 

22,464 

22,573 

23,041 

234 

254 

272 

FAMILY  RELATIONSHIP 

Husbands .  . . . . •••••••••••• 

30,404 

29,150 

28,559 

378 

405 

418 

Wives . 

14,642 

14,543 

14,684 

226 

247 

261 

Others  In  married-couple  families. ••••• • 

6,580 

6,025 

6,477 

194 

211 

209 

Women  who  maintain  families . . 

4,001 

4,002 

3,834 

226 

241 

259 

Others  In  such  families . . 

2,294 

2,319 

2,404 

203 

213 

221 

Men  who  maintain  families . 

1,493 

1,447 

1,318 

343 

377 

401 

Others  in  such  families . 

868 

918 

857 

200 

232 

233 

All  other  men  1/ . . 

6,704 

6,532 

6,519 

314 

346 

354 

All  other  women  1/ . 

5,722 

5,717 

5,661 

238 

262 

278 

RACE  AND  HISPANIC  ORIGIN 

Whi  . . . . 

63,477 

61,581 

61,199 

292 

316 

327 

Men . . 

39,246 

37,778 

37,208 

352 

380 

393 

Women . . . . . . . 

24,231 

23,803 

23,991 

223 

243 

254 

Black . ••••••••• 

7,486 

7,323 

7,336 

233 

248 

264 

Men . . . 

4,049 

3,888 

3,831 

264 

290 

294 

Women . ••••• . . . 

3,437 

3,436 

3,505 

206 

221 

240 

Hispanic  origin . 

4,254 

4,038 

4,126 

230 

248 

253 

Men . . . . . 

2,730 

2,560 

2,574 

257 

276 

280 

Women . . . . . 

1,524 

1,477 

1,553 

189 

209 

225 

1/  The  majority  of  these  persons  are  living  alone 
or  with  nonrelatives.  Also  included  are  persons  in 
married-couple  families  where  the  husband  is  In  the 
Armed  Forces,  persons  in  secondary  families,  and  some 
whose  family  status  is  unknown. 


NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic- 
origin  groups  will  not  sum  to  totals  because  data 
for  the  "other  races"  group  are  not  presented  and 
Hlspanlcs  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black 
population  groups. 


Table  5.  Median  usual  weekly  earnings  of  full-time  wage  and  salary  workers  by  occupation  and  sex 
quarterly  averages 

(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Occupation  and  sex 

Number  of  workers 
(in  thousands) 

Median  weekly 
earnings 

II 

1983 

TOTAL 

Managerial  and  professional  specialty . 

17,347 

$440 

Executive,  administrative,  and  managerial . 

8,008 

459 

Professional  specialty . 

9,340 

431 

Technical,  sales,  and  administrative  support . 

21,307 

286 

Technicians  and  related  support . 

2,377 

367 

Sales  occupations . . . 

6,317 

319 

Administrative  support,  including  clerical . . . 

12,613 

266 

Service  occupations . 

7,184 

212 

Private  household . 

300 

120 

Protective  service . 

1,464 

343 

Service,  except  private  hpusehold  and  protective . 

5,420 

198 

Precision  production,  craft  and  repair . 

9,707 

385 

Mechanics  and  repairers . . . 

3,445 

377 

Construction  trades . . . 

2,934 

331 

Other  precision  production,  craft,  and  repair........... 

3,328 

399 

Operators,  fabricators,  and  laborers . . 

13,292 

275 

Machine  operators,  assemblers,  and  inspectors . 

6,918 

259 

Transportation  and  material  moving  occupations . 

3,382- 

333 

Handler^,  equipment  cleaners,  helpers,  and  laborers . 

2,992 

242 

Farming,  forestry,  and  fishing . 

1 ,475 

198 

Men 

Maragerial  and  professional  specialty . 

10,248 

537 

Executive,  administrative,  and  managerial . 

5,276 

550 

Professional  specialty . 

4,972 

524 

Technical,  sales,  and  administrative  support . . 

8,113 

392 

Technicians  and  related  support . . 

1,391 

430 

Sales  occupations . 

3,926 

394 

Administrative  support,  including  clerical . 

2,795 

367 

Service  occupations . . . 

3,667 

260 

Private  household . '. . . . 

11 

(1) 

Protective  service . 

1,324 

$356 

Service,  except  private  household  and  protective . 

2,331 

227 

Precision  production,  craft  and  repair . . . 

8,983 

398 

Mechanics  and  repairers . 

3,331 

379 

Construction  trades . 

2,884 

384 

Other  precision  production,  craft,  and  repair . 

2,768 

425 

Operators,  fabricators,  and  laborers..... . . . 

'  9,685 

312 

Machine  operators,  assemblers,  and  inspectors . 

3,959 

329 

Transportation  and  material  moving  occupations . 

3,217 

336 

Handlers,  equipment  cleaners,  helpers,  and  laborers . 

2,509 

248 

Farming,  forestry,  and  fishing . 

1,315 

203 

Women 

Managerial  and  professional  specialty . 

7,099 

362 

Executive,  administrative,  and  managerial . 

2,731 

343 

Professional  specialty . 

4,367 

372 

Technical,  sales,  and  administrative  support . 

13,194 

248 

Technicians  and  related  support . 

986 

295 

Sales  occupations . 

2,391 

210 

Administrative  support,  including  clerical . 

9,817 

249 

Service  occupations . 

3,517 

180 

Private  household . . . 

289 

118 

Protective  service . 

139 

240 

Service,  except  private  household  and  protective . 

3,088 

183 

Precision  production,  craft  and  repair...-* . 

724 

250 

Mechanics  and  repairers . 

113 

349 

Construction  trades . . . 

50 

(1) 

Other  precision  production,  craft,  and  repair . 

561 

$236 

Operators,  fabricators,  and  laborers . 

3,607 

210 

Machine  operators,  assemblers,  and  inspectors . . 

2,959 

207 

Transportation  and  material  moving  occupations . 

165 

268 

Handlers,  equipment  cleaners,  helpers,  and  laborers . 

484 

216 

Farming,  forestry,  and  fishing . 

160 

159 

1/  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,000. 


Table  6.  Median  usual  weekly  earnings  of  part-time  wage  and  salary  workers  by  selected  characteristics,  quarterly 
averages 

(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  workers 
(in  thousands) 

Median  weekly  earnings 

II 

1981 

II 

1982 

II 

1983 

II 

1981 

II 

1982 

II 

1983 

SEX  AND  AGE 

Total,  16  years  and  over . 

16,333 

16,943 

17,199 

$80 

$83 

$86 

Men,  16  years  and  over . 

5,031 

5,301 

5,615 

76 

80 

81 

16  to  24  years . 

3,159 

3,263 

3,299 

67 

67 

68 

25  years  and  over . 

1,872 

2,038 

2,316 

102 

107 

112 

Women,  16  years  and  over . 

11,302 

11,642 

11,584 

82 

86 

89 

16  to  24  years . . 

3,847 

3,975 

3,887 

66 

68 

68 

25  years  and  over . 

7,455 

7,667 

7,697 

92 

100 

102 

FAMILY  RELATIONSHIP 

Husbands . 

1,316 

1,454 

1,453 

101 

103 

113 

Wives . 

6,088 

6,119 

6,119 

93 

101 

103 

Others  in  married-couple  families . 

4,654 

4,768 

4,885 

65 

65 

66 

Women  who  maintain  families . 

848 

839 

850 

90 

99 

100 

Others  in  such  families . 

1,028 

1,228 

1,190 

66 

68 

68 

Men  who  maintain  families . 

86 

83 

122 

(2) 

(2) 

111 

Others  in  such  families . 

318 

345 

334 

$66 

$76 

71 

All  other  men  1/ . 

675 

708 

831 

103 

103 

107 

All  other  women  1/ . 

1,318 

1,400 

1,415 

84 

93 

90 

RACE  AND  HISPANIC  ORIGIN 

White . 

14,493 

15, 182 

15,262 

80 

83 

87 

Men . . . 

4,391 

4,662 

4,855 

75 

79 

81 

Women . 

10,102 

10,520 

10,407 

81 

86 

91 

Black . 

1,512 

1,395 

1,549 

82 

83 

77 

Men . 

517 

467 

600 

84 

83 

80 

Women . . . 

996 

927 

950 

82 

82 

76 

Hispanic  origin . 

748 

781 

822 

84 

86 

93 

Men . 

273 

288 

343 

81 

83 

93 

Women . . . 

474 

493 

480 

88 

89 

93 

1/  The  majority  of  these  persons  are  living  alone 
or  with  nonrelatives.  Also  included  are  persons  in 
married-couple  families  where  the  husband  is  in  the 
Armed  Forces,  persons  in  secondary  families,  and  some 
whose  family  status  is  unknown. 


2/  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,000. 

NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanlc-origin 
groups  will  not  sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the 
"other  races"  group  are  not  presented  and  Hispanics  are 
included  in  both  the  white  and  black  population  groups. 


Table  7.  Percent  change  in  current  and  in  constant  dollars  of  median  usual  weekly  earnings  of 
families  by  selected  characteristics 

(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


1/  Excludes  families  where  the  husband, 
wife,  or  householder  is  self-employed. 


Table  8.  Percent  change  in  current  and  in  constant  dollars  of  median  usual  weekly 
earnings  of  full-time  wage  and  salary  workers  by  selected  characteristics 

(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 
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Table  1.  Families  by  number  and  relationship  of  workers*  total  median  usual  weekly  wage  and  salary  earnings  and  family  type 
quarterly  averages 

(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Type  of  family  and  number  of  workers 

Number* 

(in  then 

jsands) 

Percent  distri 

puti on 

Median 

weekly  e. 

»rni nos 

1980 

III 

1981 

III 

1982 

III 

1980 

III 

1981 

III 

1982 

III 

1980 

III 

1981 

III 

1982 

III 

Total  fami lies . 

60,536 

61,079 

61,808 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

No  one  employed  1/ . 

11,039 

11,295 

12,06  1 

18.2 

18.5 

19.5 

- 

- 

- 

Some  employed,  no  wage  or  salary  workers . 

9,337 

9,392 

9,398 

7.2 

7.  1 

7.0 

- 

With  wage  or  salary  workers . 

95.  165 

95,936 

95,399 

79.6 

79.9 

73.5 

“ 

Husband,  wife  or  householder  self  employed . 

9,  103 

9.153 

9,390 

6.8 

6.8 

7.0 

- 

- 

- 

All  other  families . 

91,062 

91,283 

91,059 

67.8 

67.6 

66.9 

0912 

$992 

$955 

Total  families  with  wage  or  salary  workers  £/.. 

91,062 

91,283 

91,059 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

912 

992 

955 

One  worker . 

20,051 

19,725 

20,095 

98.8 

97.8 

98.9 

285 

300 

311 

Two  workers  or  more . 

21,011 

21,558 

20,969 

51.2 

52.2 

51.1 

537 

580 

607 

Married  couple  families . 

33,660 

33,859 

33,937 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

993 

981 

998 

One  worker . 

19,998 

19,575 

19,776 

99.6 

93.  1 

99.2 

316 

337 

396 

Husband . 

12,283 

11,925 

11,628 

36.5 

35.2 

39.8 

398 

378 

399 

Wife . 

2,097 

2,002 

2,937 

6.  1 

5.9 

7.3 

167 

188 

197 

Other  family  member . 

668 

697 

711 

2.0 

1.9 

2.  1 

169 

183 

180 

Two  workers  or  more . 

18,662 

19,279 

18.66  1 

55.9 

56.9 

55.8 

550 

596 

626 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

12,291 

12,719 

12,660 

36.9 

37.6 

37.9 

519 

560 

590 

Husband,  wife,  and  other(s) . 

3,280 

3,311 

3,099 

9.7 

9.8 

9.3 

727 

802 

830 

Husband  and  other  family  member(s) . 

2,533 

2,606 

2,277 

7.5 

7.7 

6.8 

581 

618 

639 

Wife  and  other  family  member(s) . 

993 

977 

952 

1.3 

1.9 

1.9 

389 

359 

90  1 

Other  family  members  only . 

166 

166 

173 

.5 

.5 

.5 

368 

337 

926 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

5,669 

5,811 

5,967 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

235 

298 

257 

One  worker . 

3,955 

9,  129 

9,206 

69.8 

71.0 

70.5 

193 

202 

213 

Househo 1 der . 

2,966 

3,  168 

3,296 

52.9 

59.5 

59.9 

196 

210 

220 

Other  family  member . 

989 

96  1 

960 

17.5 

16.5 

16.  1 

181 

179 

185 

Two  workers  or  more . 

1,709 

1,683 

1,76  1 

30.2 

29.0 

29.5 

381 

911 

917 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1,738 

1,618 

1,659 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

370 

387 

393 

One  worker . 

1,099 

1,022 

1,113 

63.2 

63.2 

67.3 

288 

313 

332 

Householder . 

939 

829 

910 

53.7 

51.3 

55.0 

306 

337 

359 

Other  family  member . 

165 

192 

203 

9.5 

11.9 

12.3 

190 

213 

205 

Two  workers  or  more . 

639 

596 

591 

36.8 

36.8 

32.7 

531 

538 

568 

J/  May  include  small 
is  unpaid  family  worker. 

2/  Excludes  families 
householder  is  self  emplo 


number  of  families  where  only  worker 

where  the  husband*  wife#  or 
yed. 


NOTE:  Estimates  for  1980  and  1981  have  been  recalculated 

using  updated  weights  based  on  the  1980  Census  of  Population. 
Therefore,  the  1980  and  1981  data  may  differ  from  those 
previously  published. 
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Table  5.  Median  usual  weekly  earnings  of  full-time  wage  and  salary  workers  by  occupation  and  sex,  quarterly  averages 
(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Table  3.  Families  with  unemployment  by  presence  and  relationship  of  worker(s)  to  unemployed  members,  total  median  usual  weekly  wage 
and  salary  earnings  and  family  type,  quarterly  averages 


(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Type  of  family  and  relationship  of 
worker(s)  to  unemployed 

Number" 

(in  then 

jsands) 

Percent  distribution 

Median 

weeklv  e. 

irninas 

1980 

III 

1981 

III 

1982 

III 

1980 

III 

1981 

III 

1982 

III 

1980 

III  1 

1981 

III 

1982 

III 

Total  families . 

6,483 

6,249 

8,257 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

No  one  employed  1/ . 

1,751 

1,680 

2,420 

27.0 

26 . 9 

29.3 

- 

- 

- 

Some  employed,  no  wage  or  salary  workers . 

221 

185 

239 

3.4 

3.0 

2.9 

- 

- 

- 

With  waqe  or  salary  workers . 

4,511 

4,384 

5,598 

69.6 

70.2 

67.8 

- 

- 

- 

Husband,  wife' or  householder  self  employed . 

211 

148 

225 

3.2 

2.4 

2.7 

- 

- 

- 

All  other  families . 

4,301 

4,235 

5,373 

66.3 

67.8 

65.  1 

0318 

$328 

$328 

Married  couple  families  . 

3,456 

3,362 

4,333 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

342 

359 

352 

Husband  unemployed  . 

898 

80  1 

1,298 

26.0 

23.8 

30.0 

187 

201 

201 

Wife  only  worker . 

665 

6  13 

1,057 

19.2 

18.2 

24.4 

176 

188 

197 

Wife  and  other  worker(s) . 

117 

107 

129 

3.4 

3.2 

3.0 

370 

36  1 

360 

Other  worker(s)  only . 

1  17 

81 

1  12 

3.4 

2.4 

2.6 

147 

(2) 

119 

Wife  unemployed  . 

1,  185 

1,  167 

1,403 

34.3 

34.7 

32.4 

326 

9337 

343 

Husband  only  worker . 

966 

993 

1,20  1 

28.0 

29.5 

27.7 

311 

317 

327 

Husband  and  other  worker(s) . 

179 

150 

173 

5.2 

4.5 

4.0 

478 

554 

563 

Other  worker(s)  only . 

40 

24 

29 

1.2 

.7 

.7 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

Other  member(s)  unemployed  . 

1,372 

1,394 

1,633 

39.7 

41.5 

37.7 

$489 

$535 

$539 

Husband  or  wife  worker . 

662 

639 

683 

19.2 

19.0 

15.8 

411 

445 

430 

Husband  and  wife  workers . 

670 

708 

885 

19.4 

21.1 

20.4 

587 

610 

659 

Other  combinations  of  workers . 

40 

48 

65 

1.2 

1.4 

1.5 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

628 

670 

777 

100.0 

too .  0 

100.0 

$219 

$217 

$228 

Householder  unemployed . 

97 

93 

103 

15.4 

13.8 

13.2 

(2) 

(2) 

148 

Other  member(s)  unemployed . 

531 

577 

674 

84.6 

86.2 

86.8 

230 

$229 

240 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

217 

203 

263 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

343 

299 

308 

Householder  unemployed . 

28 

39 

47 

13.  1 

19.0 

18.  1 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

Other  member (s)  unemployed . 

188 

165 

215 

86.9 

8  1.0 

81.9 

$359 

$323 

$348 

J/  May  include  small  number  of 
is  unpaid  family  worker. 

£/  Median  not  shown  where  base 


families  where  only  worker 
is  less  than  100.000. 


NOTE:  Estimates  for  1980  and  1981  have  been  recalculated 

using  updated  weights  based  on  the  1980  Census  of  Population. 
Therefore,  the  1980  and  1981  data  may  differ  from  those 
previously  published. 


Table  9.  Median  usual  weekly  earnings  of  full-time  wage  and  salary  workers  by  selected  characteri sties,  quarterly 
averages 


(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Number  of  workers 

i n  thousands) 

Median  weekly  earnings 

Characteri stic 

1980 

III 

1981 

III 

1982 

III 

1980 

III 

1981 

III 

1982 

III 

SEX  AND  AGE 

Total,  16  years  and  over . . . 

73,317 

74,414 

72,011 

$266 

$287 

$307 

Men,  16  years  and  over . 

44,729 

45,269 

42,975 

321 

345 

371 

16  to  24  years . 

8,856 

8,824 

7,6  14 

2  12 

220 

22  1 

25  years  and  over . 

35,873 

36,445 

35,361 

349 

36  1 

407 

Women,  16  years  and  over . 

28.588 

29,  145 

29,036 

205 

224 

240 

16  to  24  years . 

6.783 

6,645 

6  ,  173 

168 

182 

189 

25  years  and  over . 

21,804 

22,499 

22,863 

221 

239 

258 

FAMILY  RELATIONSHIP 

Hu5bands . 

29,974 

30,  126 

29,045 

352 

386 

409 

14,545 

14,812 

14,669 

212 

230 

246 

Others  in  married-couple  families . 

7,592 

8,069 

7,  104 

179 

190 

196 

Women  who  maintain  families . 

3,747 

3,844 

4,008 

215 

231 

244 

Others  in  such  families . 

2,630 

2,597 

2,543 

193 

196 

2  1 1 

Men  who  maintain  families . 

1,432 

1,299 

1,320 

317 

340 

366 

216 

Others  in  such  families . 

952 

896 

7  98 

197 

207 

6,756 

7,032 

6,697 

299 

324 

350 

All  other  women  J,/ . 

5,688 

5,739 

5,825 

222 

248 

272 

RACE,  HISPANIC  ORIGIN,  AND  SEX 

63,976 

65,012 

62,685 

273 

293 

315 

39,705 

40,  172 

38,054 

328 

353 

363 

24,271 

24,840 

24,631 

207 

226 

242 

Black . 

7,586 

7,604 

7,452 

220 

240 

248 

4,048 

4,085 

3,897 

247 

274 

263 

3,538 

3,519 

3,555 

192 

211 

223 

4,315 

4,413 

4,130 

214 

230 

241 

2,752 

2,906 

2,6  12 

236 

250 

273 

1,563 

1,506 

1,5  18 

177 

193 

204 

W  The  majority  of  these  persond  are  living  alone  or 
with  nonrelatives.  Also  included  are  persons  in 
married-couple  families  where  the  husband  is  in  the 
Armed  Forces,  persons  in  secondary  families,  and  some 
whose  family  status  is  unknown. 


NOTE:  Estimates  for  1980  and  1981  have  been 

recalculated  using  updated  weights  based  on  the  1980 
Census  of  Population.  Therefore,  the  1980  and  1981  data 
may  differ  from  those  previously  published. 
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Table  7.  Percent  change  in  current  and  in  constant  dollars  of  median  usual  Meekly  earnings  of 
families  by  selected  characteri st i cs  • 


Fami 1 i es 

Percent  change  in 

current  dollars 

Percent  change  in 
constant  dollars 

1980  III 
to 

1981  III 

1981  III 
to 

1982  III 

1980  III 

to 

1981  III 

1981  III 
to 

1982  III 

Total  families  with  earners  1/ . 

7.3 

3.0 

-3.  1 

-2.5 

One  earner . 

5.4 

3.5 

-4.9 

-2.0 

Two  earners  or  more . 

8.0 

4.7 

-2.5 

-.9 

Married  couple  families . 

8.6 

3.7 

-2.0 

-1.9 

One  earner . 

6.8 

2.7 

-3.6 

-2.8 

Two  earners  or  more . 

8.3 

5.  1 

-2.2 

-.5 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

5.5 

3.9 

-4.7 

-1.6 

One  earner . 

4.9 

5.4 

-5.3 

-.2 

Two  earners  or  more . 

7.9 

1.4 

-2.6 

-4.0 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

4.6 

1.5 

-5.6 

-3.9 

One  earner . 

8.9 

6.0 

-1.7 

.3 

Two  earners  or  more . 

1.2 

5.6 

-8.7 

-.  1 

White.  . . 

8.  1 

3.6 

-2.4 

-2.0 

Black . . . 

2.  1 

2.9 

-7.8 

-2.6 

Hi spani c . 

9.5 

2.7 

-1.  1 

-2.8 

J/  Excludes  families  Mhere  the  husbnd, 
wife,  or  householder  is  self-employed. 

NOTE*  The  Consumer  Price  Index  for 
Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers 
(CPI-W)  is  used  to  convert  current  dollrs 
to  constant  dollars. 


Estimates  for  1980  and  1981  have 
been  recalculated  using  updated  weights 
based  on  the  1980  Census  of  Population. 
Therefore,  the  1980  and  1981  data  may 
differ  from  those  previously  published. 


Table  8.  Percent  change  in  current  and  in  constant  dollars  of  median  usual  weekly 
earnings  of  full-time  wage  and  salary  workers  by  selected  character i st i cs 


Character i st i c 

Percent  change  in 

current  dollars 

Percent  change  in 
constant  dollars 

1980  III 

to 

1981  III 

1981  III 
to 

1982  III 

1980  III 
to 

1981  III 

1981  III 
to 

1982  III 

Total,  16  years  and  over . 

7.8 

7.1 

-2.7 

1.4 

Men,  16  years  and  over . 

7.4 

7.6 

-3.0 

1.9 

16  to  24  years . 

3.8 

.7 

-6.3 

-4.7 

25  years  and  over . 

9.0 

6.9 

-1.6 

1.2 

Women,  16  years  and  over . 

9.5 

6.8 

-1.2 

1 .  1 

16  to  24  years . 

8.2 

3.6 

-2.3 

-1.9 

25  years  and  over . 

8.2 

8.0 

-2.3 

2.2 

White . . . 

7.3 

7.6 

-3.  1 

1.8 

Men . 

7.7 

8.3 

-2.8 

2.6 

Women . 

9.3 

7.  1 

-1.4 

1.4 

Black . 

9.3 

3.4 

-1.3 

-2. 1 

Men . 

10.9 

3.2 

.  1 

-2.3 

Women . 

10.2 

5.5 

-.5 

-.2 

Hi spani c . 

7.4 

5.0 

-3.0 

-.6 

NOTE!  The  Consumer  Price  Index  for 
Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers 
(CPI-W)  is  used  to  convert  current 
dollars  to  constant  dollars. 


Estimates  for  1980  and  1981  have 
been  recalculated  using  updated  weights 
based  on  the  1980  Census  of  Population. 
Therefore,  the  1980  and  1981  data  may 
differ  from  those  previously  published. 
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1/  Excludes  families  where  the  husband,  wife,  or  NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic- 

householder  Is  self  employed  origin  groups  will  not  sum  to  totals  because  data 

2/  Data  not  shown  where  base  Is  less  than  100,000.  for  the  "other  races"  group  are  not  presented  and 

Hlspanlcs  are  Included  In  both  the  vrtilte  and  black 
population  groups. 
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Wives .  1.47  2.20 
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Black . 2.44  3.71 

Hispanic .  4.75  6.62 

_1/  Excludes  families  in  which  the  husband,  wife,  or  householder  is  self  employed. 
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Table  3.  Families  with  unemployment  by  presence  and  relationship  of  worker(e)  to  unemployed  members,  total  median  usual  weekly  wage  Table  4.  Median  usual  weekly  earnings  of  full-time  wage  and  salary  workers  by  selected  characteristics,  quarterly 

and  salary  earnings,  and  family  type,  quarterly  averages  averages 
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Table  5.  Median  usual  weekly  earnings  of  full-ties  wage  end  salary  workers  by  occupation  and  aex 
quarterly  averages 

(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Occupation  and  sex 

Number  of  workers 
(in  thousands) 

Median  weekly 
earnings 

I 

1983 

TOTAL 

Managerial  and  professional  special ty..> . . . 

17,264 

$438 

Executive,  administrative,  and  managerial . . 

8,065 

457 

Professional  specialty..... . . . . . 

9,199 

428 

Technical,  sales,  and  administrative  support . 

20,919 

284 

Technicians  and  related  support . . 

2,627 

346 

Sales  occupations . . . . 

5,986 

312 

Administrative  support.  Including  clerical . 

12,306 

263 

Service  occupations . 

6,948 

211 

Private  household . . . 

269 

118 

Protective  service . . . . . 

1,398 

345 

Service,  except  private  household  and  protective . 

5,280 

196 

Precision  production,  craft  and  repair . 

9,452 

380 

Mechanics  and  repairers . 

3,499 

372 

Construction  trades . . . 

2,700 

372 

Other  precision  production,  craft,  and  repair . 

3,253 

394 

Operators,  fabricators,  and  laborers . . . 

12,442 

276 

6,657 

263 

Transportation  and  material  moving  occupations . . 

3,127 

340 

Handlers,  equipment  cleaners,  helpers,  and  laborers..... 

2,658 

244 

Farming,  forestry,  and  fishing . 

1,004 

212 

Men 

Managerial  and  professional  specialty . 

10,311 

534 

Executive,  administrative,  and  managerial . 

5,418 

552 

Professional  specialty . 

4,893 

517 

Technical,  sales,  and  administrative  support . 

7,659 

394 

Technicians  and  related  support....... . 

1,374 

418 

Sales  occupations . . . 

3,631 

397 

Administrative  support,  Including  clerical . 

2,654 

375 

Service  occupations . . . 

3,515 

259 

Private  household . . . 

12 

(1) 

Protective  service . 

1,260 

$358 

Service,  except  private  household  and  protective . 

2,243 

223 

Precision  production,  craft  and  repair . . 

8,735 

392 

Mechanics  and  repairers . 

3,368 

375 

Construction  trades . . . . 

2,658 

375 

Other  precision  production,  craft,  and  repair . 

2,709 

417 

Operators,  fabricators,  and  laborers..... . . 

9,136 

314 

Machine  operators,  assemblers,  and  inspectors . 

3,945 

322 

Transportation  and  material  moving  occupations . . 

2,975 

345 

Handlers,  equipment  cleaners,  helpers,  and  laborers . 

2,215 

251 

Farming,  forestry,  and  fishing . . . . 

916 

215 

Women 

Managerial  and  professional  specialty . . 

6,954 

352 

Executive,  administrative,  and  managerial . . . 

2,647 

334 

Professional  specialty . . . . . 

4,307 

366 

Technical,  sales,  and  administrative  support . 

13,260 

246 

Technicians  and  related  support . 

1,253 

301 

Sales  occupations . 

2,354 

209 

Administrative  support.  Including  clerical . . 

9,652 

247 

Service  occupations . . . . . 

3,433 

181 

Private  household..... . . . 

257 

115 

Protective  service....... . 

139 

251 

Service,  except  private  household  and  protective . . 

3,037 

182 

Precision  production,  craft  and  repair . . 

717 

263 

Mechanics  and  repairers . . . . . . 

131 

285 

Construction  trades . . . . . . . 

42 

(1) 

Other  precision  production,  craft,  and  repair . . 

544 

$258 

3,307 

2,712 

212 

210 

Transportation  and  material  moving  occupations . 

152 

252 

Handlers,  equipment  cleaners,  helpers,  and  laborers..... 

443 

219 

Farming,  forestry,  and  fishing . . 

88 

0) 

y  Data  not  shown  where  base  Is  less 
than  100,000. 


NOTE:  Beginning  with  1983,  occupational  data 
are  based  on  the  1980  census  classification 
system  rather  than  the  1970  census  systae 
previously  In  use.  Therefore,  coaparlsons 
for  earlier  years  are  not  available. 


Table  6.  Median  usual  weekly  earnings  of  part-time  wage  and  salary  workers  by  selected  characteristics,  quarterly 

averages 

(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  workers 

(in  thousands) 

Median  weekly  earnings 

I 

1981 

I 

1982 

I 

1983 

I 

1981 

I 

1982 

I 

1983 

SEX  AND  AGE 

Total,  16  years  and  over . 

16,153 

16,448 

17,445 

$77 

$80 

$83 

Men,  16  years  and  over . 

5,061 

5,030 

5,589 

74 

76 

80 

16  to  24  years . 

3,194 

3,030 

3,312 

65 

66 

65 

25  years  and  over . 

1,867 

2,000 

2,277 

100 

100 

107 

Women,  16  years  and  over . 

11,091 

11,418 

11,856 

78 

82 

86 

16  to  24  years . 

3,762 

3,811 

3,941 

62 

64 

64 

25  years  and  over . 

7,329 

7,606 

7,914 

89 

98 

101 

FAMILY  RELATIONSHIP 

Husbands . 

1,285 

1,303 

1,439 

100 

100 

110 

Wives . 

5,929 

6,059 

6,242 

91 

99 

102 

Others  in  married-couple  families . 

4,680 

4,477 

4,799 

60 

61 

61 

Women  who  maintain  families . 

777 

885 

844 

84 

93 

101 

Others  in  such  families . 

1,085 

1,067 

1,229 

64 

67 

65 

Men  who  maintain  families . 

64 

80 

134 

(2) 

(2) 

103 

Others  in  such  families . 

240 

286 

300 

$70 

$75 

76 

All  other  men  1/ . 

775 

793 

901 

100 

100 

93 

All  other  women  1/ . 

1,317 

1,497 

1,558 

80 

85 

90 

RACE,  HISPANIC  ORIGIN,  AND  SEX 

White . 

14,369 

14,651 

15,458 

77 

81 

83 

Men . 

4,455 

4,428 

4,862 

73 

75 

79 

Women . 

9,914 

10,224 

10,596 

79 

83 

87 

Black . 

1,456 

1,432 

1,597 

74 

77 

83 

Men . 

487 

444 

554 

82 

79 

85 

Women . 

970 

988 

1,043 

71 

75 

82 

Hispanic  origin . 

712 

•  731 

836 

79 

85 

93 

Men . 

263 

285 

352 

78 

84 

101 

Women . 

449 

446 

484 

81 

88 

86 

1/  The  majority  of  these  persons  are  living  alone  or 
with  nonrelatives.  Also  Included  are  persons  In 
married-couple  families  where  the  husband  Is  in  the 
Armed  Forces,  persons  In  secondary  families,  and 
some  whose  family  status  Is  unknown. 


2/  Data  not  shown  where  base  Is  less  than  100,000 
NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic- 
origin  groups  will  not  sum  to  totals  because  data 
for  the  "other  races"  group  are  not  presented  and 
Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black 
population  groups. 


Table  7.  Percent  change  in  current  and  In  constant  dollars  of  median  usual  weekly  earnings  of 
families  by  selected  characteristics 


Families 

Percent  change  in 
current  dollars 

Percent  change  in 
constant  dollars 

1981  I 

to 

1982  I 

1982  I 
to 

1983  I 

1981  I 

to 

1982  I 

1982  I 
to 

1983  I 

Total  families  with  earners  1/ . 

5.7 

2.3 

-1.6 

-1.2 

One  earner . . 

6.0 

4.0 

-1.3 

.5 

Two  earners  or  more . 

6.1 

3.4 

-1.1 

-.1 

Married-couple  families . 

6.0 

2.8 

-1.3 

-.8 

One  earner . 

3.5 

4.2 

-3.6 

.6 

Two  earners  or  more . 

6.7 

3.3 

-.6 

-.3 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

7.8 

8.4 

.4 

4.7 

One  earner . . . 

8.7 

8.3 

1.2 

4.6 

Two  earners  or  more . 

9.1 

3.7 

1.6 

.2 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

10.2 

-.7 

2.7 

-4.1 

One  earner . 

8.4 

.3 

1.0 

-3.1 

'TWo  earners  or  more . 

6.5 

3.5 

-.8 

.0 

White . 

5.6 

2.8 

-1.6 

-.7 

Black . 

1.9 

7.4 

-5.1 

3.7 

Hispanic  origin . 

5.3 

3.6 

-2.0 

.1 

If  Excludes  families  where  the  husband, 
wife,  or  householder  Is  self-employed. 


Table  8.  Percent  change  In  current  and  In  constant  dollars  of  median  usual  weekly 
earnings  of  full-time  wage  and  salary  workers  by  selected  characteristics 


Characteristic 

Percent 

current 

:hange  in 
dollars 

Percent  change  in 

constant  dollars 

1981  I 
to 

1982  I 

1982  I 
to 

1983  I 

1981  I 
to 

1982  I 

1982  I 
to 

1983  I 

Total,  16  years  and  over . 

7.4 

4.9 

0.1 

1.3 

Men,  16  years  and  over . 

6.3 

6.0 

-1.0 

2.4 

16  to  24  years . 

5.7 

.2 

-1.5 

-3.2 

25  years  and  over . 

6.9 

4.5 

-.5 

.9 

Women,  16  years  and  over . 

8.2 

5.8 

.8 

2.2 

16  to  24  years . 

5.4 

6.9 

-1.8 

3.2 

25  years  and  over . 

8.3 

6.6 

.9 

3.0 

White . 

7.7 

4.7 

.3 

1.1 

Men . 

6.8 

6.0 

-.5 

2.4 

Women . 

8.4 

5.9 

1.0 

2.2 

Black . 

3.7 

7.1 

-3.4 

3.4 

Men . 

2.1 

8.8 

-4.9 

5.1 

Women . 

6.7 

7.3 

-.7 

3.6 

Hispanic  origin . 

7.9 

5.2 

.5 

1.6 

*  u.s 
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Fami 1  v .  A  family  is  a  group  of  two  or  more  persons  residing  together  who  are 
related  by  blood,  marriage,  or  adoption.  The  counts  of  persons  by.  family  status 
refer  to  their  positions  in  ’’primary”  families  only,  that  is,  all  persons  in  the 
household  who  are  related  to  the  householder. 

Househo 1 der .  A  householder  is  the  person  (or  one  of  the  persons)  in  whose  name 
the  housing  unit  is  owned  or  rented.  For  purposes  of  this -report,  the  term  is 
never  applied  to  either  husbands  or  wives  in  married-couple  families.  As  used 
here,  the  term  "householder”  relates  only  to  persons  in  families  maintained  by 
either  men  or  women  without  a  spouse. 

Wage  and  salary  workers.  Workers  who  receive  wages,  salaries,  commissions,  tips, 
payment  in  kind,  or  piece  rates.  The  group  includes  employees  in  both  the 
private  and  public  sectors,  but,  for  the  the  purposes  of  the  earnings  series, 
excludes  self-employed  persons  whose  businesses  are  incorporated. 

Full-time  workers.  Workers  who  usually  work  35  hours  or  more  per  week  at  their 
sole  or  principal  job. 

Part-time  workers.  Workers  who  usually  work  fewer  than  35  hours  per  week  at 
their  sole  or  principal  job. 

Usual  weekly  earnings.  Data  on  usual  weekly  earnings  are  provided  from 
responses  to  the  question  ”How  much  does  ...  USUALLY  earn  per  week  at  this  job 
before  deductions?  Include  any  overtime  pay,  commissions,  or  tips  usually 
received."  The  response  is  for  the  worker’s  sole  or  principal  job.  The  term 
"usual"  is  as  perceived  by  the  respondent.  If  the  respondent  asks  for  a 
definition  of  "usual,"  interviewers  are  instructed  to  define  the  term  as  more 
than  half  the  weeks  worked  during  the  past  A  or  5  months. 

Change  in  constant  dollars.  The  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and 
Clerical  Workers  (CPI-W)  is  used  to  convert  current  dollars  to  constant  dollars. 

Hi spani c  origin.  Refers  to  persons  who  are  of  Mexican,  Puerto  Rican,  Cuban, 
Central  or  South  American,  or  other  Hispanic  origin  or  descent.  Persons  of 
Hispanic  origin  may  be  of  any  race;  hence,  they  are  included  among  the  numbers 
for  whites  and  blacks. 


Table  A.  Standard  errors  of  median  weekly  earnings 


I  tern 

Standard  error 

1981  I 

1982  I 

Usual  weekly  earnings  of  full-time  workers . . . 

$1.27 

$1.38 

1.69 

2.24 

Husbands . . . 

2 . 23 

2 . 27 

Men  who  maintain  families . . . 

9  .  03 

8 . 54 

Women . . . 

1.09 

1.11 

Wi  ves . . . 

1 . 45 

1 . 47 

Women  who  maintain  families . . . 

3 .05 

3 . 04 

Blacks . .  .  . . . . .  . 

2.55 

2.44 

H  i  span  ics . .  .vir . . . . . . . 

4.64 

4.75 

Usual  weekly  earnings  of  families  with  wage  and  salary  workers  W . . 

2.51 

2.70 

Marri  ed-couple  fami  lies . . . . . 

3.25 

3.  18 

Families  maintained  by  men . . 

12.25 

12.37 

Families  maintained  by  women. .  . 

3.83 

4.  16 

Excludes  families  in  which  the  husband,  wi f e,  or  householder  Ts  self  employed. 


Table  1.  Families  by  number  and  relationship  of  workers,  total  median  usual  weekly  wage  and  salary  earnings  and  family  type, 
quarterly  averages 
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Table  2.  an?  Hispanic  origin-  families  by  number  and  relationship  of  workers*  total  median  usual  weekly  waqe  and  salary 

earnings  and  family  type,  quarterly  averages  y 

(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Type  of  fani ly  and  number  of  workers 

Number 

5  (in  thoi 

j sands) 

Percent  distribution 

M  e  d i an 

weekly  earn  inns 

1980 

I 

1981 

I 

1982 

I 

1980 

I 

198  1 

I 

1982 

I 

1980 

I 

1981 

I 

1982 

I 

WHITE 

T otal  fami lies . 

52,585 

52,701 

53,082 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

- 

- 

- 

With  wage  and  salary  workers  1/ . 

35,851 

35,688 

35,361 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

$407 

$436 

$46  1 

One  worker . 

17,039 

17,082 

17,116 

47.5 

47  .  9 

48.4 

28  7 

302 

320 

Two  workers  or  more . 

18,312 

18,607 

18,245 

52.5 

52.  1 

51.6 

5  18 

565 

599 

MarrieJ  couple  families . 

30,350 

30,279 

29,76  1 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

433 

46  9 

494 

One  worker . 

13,372 

13,312 

13,226 

44  .  1 

44 . 0 

44.4 

3  14 

334 

34  6 

Husband . 

1 1 ,  134 

10,820 

10,489 

36.7 

35 . 7 

35.2 

344 

375 

396 

Wife . 

1,743 

1  ,  950 

2,087 

5.7 

6.4 

7  .  C 

156 

176 

186 

Two  workers  or  more . 

16,979 

16,967 

16,535 

55  .  9 

56 . 0 

55.6 

530 

578 

6  1 6 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

11,760 

11,725 

11,579 

38  7 

38  7 

9 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

4,151 

4,  186 

4,258 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

233 

237 

JO  7 

254 

One  worker . 

2,359 

2,974 

3,028 

68 . 9 

71.0 

7  1.1 

193 

1  96 

2  18 

Two  workers  or  more . 

1,292 

1,212 

1,229 

31.1 

29.0 

28 . 9 

377 

402 

435 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1 , 350 

1,223 

1 , 342 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

360 

374 

4  13 

One  worke" . 

808 

796 

86  1 

59.9 

65.0 

64.2 

289 

3  15 

333 

Two  workers  or  more . 

542 

428 

48  1 

43.1 

35.0 

35.8 

51  1 

497 

563 

BLACK 

Total  fami lies . 

6,594 

6,6  15 

6,603 

100.0 

100  .  c 

ICO  .  0 

- 

- 

- 

With  wage  and  salary  workers  1/ . 

4,648 

4,63  1 

4,396 

100.0 

ICO  .  0 

100.0 

$287 

$306 

$3  12 

One  worker . 

2,487 

2,587 

2,363 

53.5 

55 . 9 

53.8 

182 

205 

209 

Two  workers  or  more . 

2,16  1 

2,044 

2,033 

46 . 5 

44.  1 

46.2 

434 

452 

493 

Married  coupl°  families . 

2,959 

2,826 

2,647 

100.0 

ICO  .  0 

100.0 

349 

373 

395 

One  worker . 

1 ,205 

1,2  15 

1,066 

40 . 7 

4  3.0 

40  .  3 

202 

237 

23  1 

Husband . 

879 

85  0 

700 

29.7 

30  .  1 

26.5 

226 

266 

255 

Wife . 

275 

3  1  1 

3  1  3 

9  3 

1 1  0 

1  1  8 

1  47 

1  *  7 

1  7  Cl 

Two  workers  or  more . 

1,754 

1,6  11 

1,581 

59.3 

57 . 0 

59 !  7 

458 

479 

1  t 

529 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

1,336 

1,213 

1  ,  168 

45.  1 

43.  1 

44 . 1 

450 

474 

515 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

1,480 

1,537 

1,5  19 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

185 

203 

2  12 

One  worker . 

1,150 

1,197 

1  ,  1  5S 

7  7  7 

7 7  9 

7  6  3 

1 

1  7  9 

Two  workers  or  more . 

330 

340 

36  1 

22!  3 

22!  1 

23^7 

339 

346 

359 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

209 

268 

23  1 

ICO  .  0 

ICO  .  0 

100.0 

307 

290 

333 

One  worker . 

132 

175 

139 

63.3 

65.3 

60.2 

216 

227 

24  8 

Two  workers  or  more . 

77 

93 

92 

36  .  7 

34.7 

39.8 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

HISPANIC 

T  eta  1  fami lies . 

3,167 

3,289 

3,37  1 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

- 

- 

- 

With  wage  and  salary  workers  1/ . 

2,310, 

2,443 

2,4  17 

100  .  0 

100.0 

100.0 

$325 

$334 

$352 

One  worker . 

1  ,  182 

1,283 

1 ,250 

51.2 

52.5 

5  1.7 

224 

219 

240 

Two  workers  or  more . 

1  ,  128 

,1,159 

1 ,  168 

48.8 

47 . 5 

48 . 3 

425 

46  9 

495 

Married  couple  families . 

1,835 

1,918 

1,911 

100  .  c 

100.0 

100.0 

342 

37  S 

386 

One  worker . 

364 

906 

894 

47  .  1 

47.2 

46.8 

234 

240 

265 

Husband . 

77  1 

745 

7  3i’ 

42  .  0 

38 . 9 

38.6 

245 

265 

288 

Wife . 

77 

106 

103 

4 . 2 

5.5 

5.4 

(2) 

162 

202 

Two  workers  or  more . 

97  1 

1,012 

1,017 

52 . 9 

52.8 

53.2 

$439 

4S3 

5  1  3 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

652 

6  1  1 

638 

35.5 

31.9 

33.4 

422 

447 

473 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

335 

388 

383 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

2?4 

19S 

203 

One  worker . 

235 

292 

288 

70.2 

75 . 3 

75.3 

190 

164 

174 

Two  workers  or  more . 

100 

96 

95 

29.8 

24.7 

24.7 

353 

(2) 

(2) 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

140 

136 

124 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

309 

$265 

338 

One  worker . . 

82 

85 

67 

58.8 

62.4 

54.5 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

Two  workers  or  mora . 

53 

_ 

51 

56 

4  1.2 

27 . 6 

45.5 

(2) 

_ 

(2) 

(2) 

J /  May  include  small  number  of  families  where  only  worker 
i j  unpaid  family  worker. 

/  Excludes  families  where  the  husband,  wife,  or 
eholdar  is  self  empl:yed. 


NOTE:  Estimates  for  I960  and  1981  have  been  recalculated 

using  updated  weights  based  on  the  1980  Census  of  Population; 
therefore;  the  1930  and  1981  data  may  differ  from  those 
previously  published. 


Table  3.  Families  with  unemployment  by  presence  and  relationship  of  worker(s)  to  unemployed  members,  total  median  usual  weekly  wag 
and  salary  earnings  and  family  type,  quarterly  averages 
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J./  The  majority  of  these  persons  are  living  alone  or  NOTE:  Estimates  for  19S0  and  1931  have  been 

with  nonrelatives.  Also  included  are  persons  in  recalculated  using  updated  weights  based  on  the  1980 

marr i ed-couple  families  where  the  husband  is  in  the  Census  of  Population;  therefore;  the  1980  and  1981  data 

Armed  Forces*  persons  in  secondary  families*  and  some  may  differ  from  those  previously  published, 

whose  family  status  is  unknown. 


Table  5.  Median  usual  weekly  earnings  of  full-time  wage  and  salary  workers  by  occupation  and  sex,  quarterly  averages 
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J./  The  majority  of  these  persons  are  living  alone  or  2/  Median  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,000. 

with  nonrelatives.  Also  included  are  persons  in  NOTE:  Estimates  for  1980  and  1981  have  been 

married-couple  families  where  the  husband  is  in  the  recalculated  using  updated  weights  based  on  the  1980 

Armed  Forces,  persons  in  secondary  families,  and  some  Census  of  Population;  therefore;  the  1980  and  1981  data 

whose  family  status  is  unknown.  may  differ  from  those  previously  published. 


Table  7.  Percent  change  in  current  and  in  constant  dollars  of  median  usual  weekly  earnings  of 
families  by  selected  characteristics 
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Table  8.  Percent  change  in  current  and  in  constant  dollars  of  median  usual  weekly 
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WEEKLY  EARNINGS  OF  WORKERS  AND  THEIR  FAMILIES :  SECOND  QUARTER  1981 


Median  weekly  earnings  of  workers  nearly  kept  pace  with  rising  prices  over  the  year  ended 
with  the  second  quarter  of  1981,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor 
reported  today.  Usual  weekly  earnings  of  full-time  wage  and  salary  workers  rose  from  a  median 
of  $261  to  $285  —  close  to  the  9.7  percent  increase  in  consuner  prices  (as  measured  by  the 
CPI-W) .  Total  family  earnings  grew  more  slowly,  rising  from  $399  to  $431  (an  8.0  percent  gain). 
This  was  in  sharp  contrast  with  the  situation  over  the  year  ended  with  the  second  quarter  of 
1980,  when  prices  soared  by  more  than  14  percent  but  earnings  rose  only  about  7.5  percent  for 
individuals  and  families. 

Families 

In  the  second  quarter  of  1981,  nearly  41  million  families  --  about  7  of  every  10  --  depended 
largely  on  wages  and  salaries  for  their  livelihood.  Of  these,  a  little  over  half  contained  at 
least  two  workers  and  their  median  earnings  were  $561  per  week  —  nearly  twice  the  earnings  of 
families  with  only  one  worker.  (See  table  1.) 

There  were  33.4  million  married- couple  families  with  wage  and  salary  earnings  in  the  second 
quarter.  Of  these,  14.3  million  had  only  one  worker  and  median  weekly  earnings  of  $332.  Another 
13.1  million  had  two  workers  --  husband  and  wife  —  and  a  median  of  $544;  and  3.1  million  more 
had  a  third  worker  as  well,  and  a  median  of  $765. 

Families  maintained  by  women  or  men,  no  spouse  present,  had  median  earnings  that  were  only 
51  and  80  percent  as  great  as  those  of  married  couples.  This  was  partly  because  only  29  percent 
of  the  families  maintained  by  women  and  37  percent  of  those  maintained  by  men  had  more  than  one 
wage  and  salary  worker. 

Median  earnings  of  white  married- couple  families  ($474)  were  about  18  percent  higher  than 

those  of  black  families  ($401)  despite  the  fact  that  a  slightly  higher  percentage  of  blade 

families  had  two  workers  or  more.  Median  earnings  for  Hispanic  families  ($396)  were  similar  to 

those  of  blacks  even  though  proportionately  fewer  Hispanics  had  more  than  one  worker. 

(See  table  2.) 
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Families  with  unemployment.  About  two- thirds  of  the  6.2  million  families  containing 
unemployed  persons  also  had  some  wage  and  salary  workers;  28  percent  had  no  eameisat  all.  For 
those  with  some  wage  and  salary  workers,  median  weekly  earnings  were  $316  in  the  second  quarter 
of  1981.  The  nunber  of  families  with  both  unemployed  persons  and  wage  and  salary  workers  rose 
by  200,000  over  the  year  ended  with  the  second  quarter  of  1981.  This  was  a  marked  contrast  frcm 
the  650,000  increase  registered  between  the  second  quarters  of  1979  and  1980. 

Married- couple  families  with  both  unemployed  persons  and  wage  and  salary  workers  reported 
median  weekly  earnings  of  $344  —  about  56  percent  higher  than  the  earnings  of  families  main¬ 
tained  by  women  ($221) ,  but  only  13  percent  higher  than  the  earnings  of  families  maintained  by 
men.  For  the  most  part,  the  earnings  of  families  with  unemployment  depend  on  which  member  is 
jobless.  In  married- couple  families,  for  instance,  earnings  were  $184  where  the  husband  was 
unemployed;  $316  where  the  wife  was  looking  for  work;  and  $518  where  the  unemployed  family  member 
was  either  a  son,  daughter,  or  someone  other  than  the  husband  or  wife.  (See  table  3.) 

Individual  workers 

Madian  weekly  earnings  of  men  with  full-time  wage  and  salary  jobs  were  $344  in  the  second 
quarter  of  1981,  while  those  of  women  were  $221,  moving  up  to  64  percent  of  men's.  The  earnings 
differential  was  smaller  for  men  and  women  under  age  25  than  for  those  25  years  old  and  over; 
among  workers  16  to  24  years  old,  women's  earnings  were  80  percent  of  men's,  while  among  older 
workers  wcmen  earned  63  percent  as  much  as  men.  (See  table  5.) 

Workers  in  the  managerial- administrative,  professional- technical,  and  craft  groups  reported 
.the  highest  earnings.  The  highest-paid  men  were  managers  and  administrators  whose  median  weekly 
earnings  were  $459.  Among  women,  the  highest  paid  were  professional- technical  workers  ($309). 
However,  whatever  their  occupation,  women  earned  considerably  less  than  men.  (See  table  6.) 

Part-time  workers  —  those  who  usually  work  less  than  35  hours  a  week  —  had  median  weekly 
earnings  of  $80  in  the  second  quarter.  Nearly  43  percent  of  the  part-timers  were  under  age  25 
and,  whether  male  or  female,  averaged  about  $67  a  week.  Among  part-time  workers  over  25,  men 
earned  more  than  women  --  $102  versus  $92.  Wives  working  part  time  constituted  over  half  of  all 
employed  women  in  that  category  and  had  median  earnings  of  $93.  (See  table  7.) 

Over-the-year  changes 

The  weekly  earnings  of  families  with  two  wage  and  salary  workers  or  more  rose  by  9.1  percent 
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over  the  year,  almost  keeping  pace  with  the  9.7  percent  increase  in  consuner  prices.  In  contrast, 
families  with  just  one  earner  posted  a  6.8  percent  increase.  Earnings  of  married- couple  families 
rose  by  8.6  percent  compared  with  7.6  and  5.2  percent,  respectively,  for  families  maintained  by 
men  or  women.  (See  table  8.) 

Real  earnings  of  most  groups  of  workers  declined  only  slightly  over  the  year  ended  with 
the  second  quarter  of  1981.  This  was  in  marked  contrast  to  the  previous  year,  when  earnings 
lagged  considerably  behind  rising  prices.  (See  table  9.) 


Table  A.  Standard  errors  of  median  weekly  earnings 


Item 

Standard  error  of-— 

1980  II 

1981  II 

Usual  weekly  earnings  of  full-time  workers . 

$1.28 

$1.29 

1.49 

1.73 

Husbands . 

1.64 

2.20 

Men  who  maintain  families . 

9.36 

8.68 

Women . 

1.06 

1.07 

Wives . 

1.49 

1.37 

Women  who  maintain  families . 

3.12 

2.94 

Blacks . . 

2.84 

2.47 

Hlspanlcs .  . 

5.18 

4.78 

Usual  weekly  earnings  of  families; 

Married-couple  families . 

2.47 

2.98 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

9.91 

10.02 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

3.81 

3.95 

and  public  sectors,  but  excludes  self-employed  persons 
whose  businesses  are  incorporated. 

Full-time  workers.  Workers  who  usually  work  35  hours 
or  more  per  week  at  their  sole  or  principal  job. 

Part-time  workers.  Workers  who  usually  work  fewer 
than  35  hours  per  week  at  their  sole  or  principal  job. 

Usual  weekly  earnings.  Data  on  usual  weekly  earnings 
are  provided  from  responses  to  the  question  “How 
much  does...  USUALLY  earn  per  week  at  this  job 
before  deductions?  Include  any  overtime  pay,  commis¬ 
sions,  or  tips  usually  received.’’  The  response  is  for  the 
worker’s  sole  or  principal  job.  The  term  “usual’’  is  as 


perceived  by  the  respondent.  If  the  respondent  asks  for 
a  definition  of  “usual,’’  interviewers  are  instructed  to 
define  the  term  as  more  than  half  the  weeks  worked  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  4  or  5  months. 

Change  in  constant  dollars. The  Consumer  Price  Index 
for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers  (CPI-W) 
is  used  to  convert  current  dollars  to  constant  dollars. 

Hispanic  origin.  Refers  to  persons  who  are  of  Mexican, 
Puerto  Rican,  Cuban,  Central  or  South  American,  or 
other  Hispanic  origin  or  descent.  Persons  of  Hispanic 
origin  may  be  of  any  race.  At  the  time  of  the  1970  Cen¬ 
sus  of  Population,  about  96  percent  of  the  Hispanic 
population  was  classified  as  white. 


A  more  detailed  technical  note  on  the  new  quarterly  earnings  series  is  available  on 
request.  Ask  for  Report  601,  Technical  Description  of  the  Quarterly  Data  on  Week¬ 
ly  Earnings  from  the  Current  Population  Survey. 


Explanatory  note 


The  estimates  in  this  release  were  obtained  from  the 
Current  Population  Survey  (CPS),  which  provides  the 
basic  information  on  the  labor  force,  employment,  and 
unemployment.  The  survey  is  conducted  monthly  for 
the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  by  the  Bureau 
of  the  Census  from  a  scientifically-selected  national 
sample  of  households,  with  coverage  in  all  50  States  and 
the  District  of  Columbia.  The  size  of  the  monthly  sam¬ 
ple  was  increased  from  56,000  in  1979  to  65,000  in  1980. 

The  new  quarterly  earnings  data  for  individuals  are 
similar  to,  but  not  entirely  comparable  with,  CPS  earn¬ 
ings  data  previously  reported  for  May.  Differences  stem 
from  slight  changes  in  collection  procedures,  in  the 
definition  of  wage  and  salary  earners,  and  in  processing 
methods.  For  example,  whereas  earnings  information 
formerly  was  collected  from  the  entire  CPS  sample  once 
a  year,  the  questions  now  are  asked  each  month  from 
one-quarter  of  the  sample  and  cumulated  to  provide 
quarterly  and  annual  averages.  The  reliability  of  the 
quarterly  series  is  almost  as  high,  and  that  of  the  annual 
averages  is  much  higher,  than  the  reliability  of  the  May 
series. 

In  addition,  the  new  earnings  series,  in  contrast  to  the 
May  series,  excludes  from  the  universe  those  self- 
employed  workers  who  are  classified  as  wage  and  salary 
workers  because  their  business  is  incorporated.  Yet 
another  change  is  that  the  earnings  of  nonrespondents, 
which  had  previously  not  been  taken  into  account,  are 
now  imputed  in  order  to  minimize  any  bias  that  might 
result  from  differences  in  response  rates  among  groups 
with  vastly  different  earnings  levels.  Nonresponses  dur¬ 
ing  1979  averaged  about  17  percent  for  the  question  on 
weekly  earnings.  The  allocation  procedure  used  to  im¬ 
pute  missing  earnings  information  is  similar  to  that  used 
in  processing  other  CPS  data  and  the  decennial  census: 
The  record  of  a  worker  with  a  missing  entry  for  an  item 
is  matched  with  the  record  of  a  worker  of  similar 
demographic  and  other  characteristics  with  an  entry. 
The  value  of  the  entry  on  the  “donor  record”  is  then  in¬ 
serted  for  the  missing  entry.  (See  “Computer  Method  to 
Process  Missing  Income  and  Work  Experience  Informa¬ 
tion  in  the  Current  Population  Survey,”  by  Emmett  F. 
Spiers  and  Joseph  J.  Knott,  the  American  Statistical 
Association,  Proceedings  of  the  Social  Statistics  Sec¬ 
tion,  1969.) 

Reliability 

In  any  sample  survey,  variations  in  the  data  can  occur 
by  chance  because  a  sample,  rather  than  the  whole  of 


the  population,  is  surveyed.  The  standard  error  is  a 
measure  of  such  potential  variation.  The  chances  are 
about  68  out  of  100  that  an  estimate  from  the  survey  dif¬ 
fers  from  a  figure  that  would  be  obtained  from  a  com¬ 
plete  census  by  less  than  the  standard  error.  Examples 
of  estimated  standard  errors  for  median  weekly  earnings 
are  shown  in  table  A,  below. 

The  data  also  are  subject  to  nonsampling  errors,  in¬ 
cluding  errors  of  response.  A  special  test  survey  to 
gauge  the  accuracy  of  earnings  data  from  the  CPS  was 
conducted  in  January  1977.  (See  “Comparing  Earnings 
Data  from  the  CPS  and  Employer  Records,”  by  Larry 
Carstensen  and  Henry  Woltman,  U.S.  Bureau  of  the 
Census,  the  American  Statistical  Association,  Pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  Social  Statistics  Section,  1979.) 

For  a  fuller  discussion  of  the  quality  of  earnings  data 
from  the  CPS,  see  Paul  O.  Flaim,  “Weekly  and  Hourly 
Earnings  Data  from  the  Current  Population  Survey,” 
Special  Labor  Force  Report  195,  Bureau  of  Labor 
Statistics,  1977. 

Definitions 

The  principal  definitions  used  in  connection  with  the 
new  earnings  series  are  described  briefly  below. 

Family.  A  family  is  a  group  of  two  or  more  persons 
residing  together  who  are  related  by  blood,  marriage,  or 
adoption.  The  counts  of  persons  by  family  status  refer 
to  their  positions  in  “primary”  families  only,  that  is,  all 
persons  in  the  household  who  are  related  to  the 
householder.  The  universe  of  families  in  the  tables 
presenting  data  on  the  total  weekly  wage  and  salary  ear¬ 
nings  for  families  excludes  all  families  in  which  there  is 
no  wage  or  salary  earner  or  in  which  the  husband,  wife, 
or  other  person  maintaining  the  family  is  either  self 
employed  or  in  the  Armed  Forces. 

Householder.  A  householder  is  the  person  (or  one  of  the 
persons)  in  whose  name  the  housing  unit  is  owned  or 
rented.  For  purposes  of  this  report,  the  term  is  never 
applied  to  either  husbands  or  wives  in  married-couple 
families.  As  used  here,  the  term  “householder”  relates 
only  to  persons  in  families  maintained  by  either  men  or 
women  without  a  spouse. 

Wage  and  salary  workers.  Workers  who  receive  wages, 
salaries,  commissions,  tips,  payment  in  kind,  or  piece 
rates.  The  group  includes  employees  in  both  the  private 


Table  1.  Families  by  number  and  relationship  of  workers,  total  weekly  wage  and  salary  earnings  and  family  type 
quarterly  averages 
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J./  May  include  small  number  of  families  where  only  worker  2/  Excludes  families  where  the  husband,  wife,  or 

is  unpaid  family  worker .  householder  is  self  employed. 


Table  2.  Race  and  Hispanic  origin:  families  by  number  and  relationship  of  workers,  total  weekly  wage  and  salary  earnings  and  family 
type,  quarterly  averages 

(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Number 

(in  tli  ju 

sands) 

PprcorH 

d i st  r i b  )  t i on 

Medi an 

w  ■>  e  k  1  v 

sarni nq5 

Type  of  family  and  number  of  workers 

nr 

1  97  9  I 
IT 

1 

1980  | 

II 

198  1 

II 

1979 

II 

1930 

I  I 

1 

198  1 

II 

j 

1979 

T  I 

1980 

II 

i 

i 

198  1 

II 

WHITE 

1 

| 

1 

j 

1 

1 

] 

Total  f am i 1 i es . 

51,300  | 

1 

52,053  | 
j 

52,638 

- 

- 

1 

1 

| 

- 

- 

- 

- 

With  w.iqe  and  salary  workers  1/ . 

35,391  | 

35,336  | 

35,737 

100.0 

100.0 

1 

100.0 

$5S2 

$4  1  1 

$442 

One  worker . 

16,913  ! 

16,753  I 

16,906 

47 . 3 

47  .  4 

1 

47.3 

277 

290 

5  12 

Two  workers  or  more . 

18,478  | 
j 

18,583  | 

18,832 

52.2 

52 . 6 

1 

1 

52 . 7 

483 

523 

57  1 

Married  couple  families . 

30,100  | 

29.930  | 

30,036 

100.0 

100.0 

1 

100.0 

406 

436 

474 

One  worker . 

13,442  j 

13,117  I 

13,009 

44 . 7 

43.8 

1 

43  .  3 

30  1 

3  16 

342 

Husband . 

1  1  ,433  I 

10,906  I 

10,730 

33 . 0 

36 . 4 

1 

35 . 9 

324 

345 

37  9 

Wife . 

1,525  | 

1,688  | 

1,716 

5.  1 

5 . 6 

1 

5.7 

149 

163 

179 

Two  workers  or  more . 

16,659  | 

16,863  I 

17,027 

55 . 3 

56 . 2 

1 

56.7 

493 

537 

583 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

11,073  | 
j 

11,391  | 
j 

1  1,623 

36.8 

38.0 

1 

38.7 

462 

503 

550 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

3,944  I 

4,101  1 

4,223 

100.0 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

220 

234 

250 

One  worker . 

2,639  I 

2,851  | 

2,  936 

66.9 

69.5 

1 

70.6 

177 

195 

203 

Two  workers  or  more . 

1,306  | 

1,250  | 
j 

1,242 

33  .  1 

30.5 

1 

1 

29 . 4 

332 

363 

398 

Families  maintained  by  man . 

1,347  | 

1,255  I 

1,475 

100.0 

ICG  .  0 

1 

1 

100.0 

343 

369 

392 

One  worker . 

833  I 

786  | 

9  1  1 

6  1.8 

6  2.6 

6  1.9 

283 

294 

326 

Two  workers  or  more . 

5  14  j 

47  0  | 

562 

33. 2 

37.4 

1 

| 

38  .  1 

48  1 

492 

545 

3LACK 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

Tota 1  f ami  lies . 

6,226  I 
j 

6,277  ! 

j 

6,46  1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

With  wage  and  salary  workers  1/ . 

4,437  | 

4,306  | 

4,453 

100.0 

100.0 

1 

100.0 

$23  1 

$295 

$322 

One  worker . 

2,373  | 

2 , 2S4  | 

2,3  16 

53.5 

53.3 

1 

52.0 

180 

1  9  1 

205 

Two  workers  or  more . 

2,064  1 

2,022  I 

2,137 

46 . 5 

47 . 0 

48 . 0 

427 

438 

4  5  3 

Married  couple  families . 

2,916  I 

2,750  I 

2,768 

100.0 

100.0 

1 

100  .  C 

346 

348 

40  1 

One  worker . 

1,225  | 

1,145  1 

1,077 

42.0 

4  1.6 

1 

38  .  9 

225 

2  19 

228 

Husband . 

940  I 

795  | 

770 

32.2 

23  .  9 

1 

27 . 8 

254 

256 

254 

Wife . 

229  | 

286  I 

249 

7  .  9 

10.4 

9  .  0 

135 

155 

173 

Two  workers  or  more . 

1,691  I 

1  ,  6  C  5  | 

1,691 

58.0 

58 . 4 

1 

6  1.1 

454 

462 

5  12 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

1,185  | 

1,155  | 

1 ,222 

40 . 6 

42.0 

1 

44  .  1 

434 

460 

489 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

1,279  I 

1,297  | 

1,411 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

163 

190 

2  12 

One  w  o r  k  e  r . 

992  1 

974  I 

1,045 

77  .  6 

75  .  1 

1 

74  .  0 

140 

16  1 

179 

Two  workers  or  more . 

286  I 

323  | 

366 

22 . 4 

24 . 9 

1 

| 

26 . 0 

239 

333 

37  1 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

242  I 

258  I 

274 

100.0 

100.0 

1 

100.0 

278 

3  15 

299 

One  worker . 

156  | 

165  | 

195 

64  .  3 

63.7 

7  1.1 

2  13 

244 

250 

Two  workers  or  more . 

87  | 

94  | 

79 

35 . 7 

36 . 3 

1 

1 

23 . 9 

I 

(2  j 

(2) 

(2) 

HISPANIC 

1 

i 

i 

1 

I 

1 

2,877  | 

| 

3,137  I 

3,314 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

With  waqe  and  salary  workers  1/ . 

i 

2,170  I 

2,303  I 

2,435 

100.0 

100.0 

1 

1 

100.0 

$294 

$326 

$362 

One  worker . 

1,153  1 

1,178  1 

1,263 

53  .  1 

51.2 

1 

5  1.9 

2  13 

222 

2  35 

Two  workers  or  more . 

1,017  | 

1,125  1 

1,17  1 

46 . 9 

48.8 

1 

48  .  1 

400 

446 

478 

Married  couple  families . 

1,840  I 

1,841  I 

1,913 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

309 

348 

396 

One  worker . 

945  | 

892  I 

9  10 

5  1.4 

48 . 4 

1 

47.6 

225 

237 

262 

Hu  sband . 

8  10  1 

752  I 

79  1 

44.0 

40.8 

! 

4  1.3 

237 

26  1 

294 

U'  i  f  e . 

107  I 

105  1 

8  0 

5 . 8 

5 . 7 

I 

4.2 

133 

147 

(2) 

895  i 

94  9  I 

1,002 

43 . 6 

5  1.6 

1 

52.4 

4  14 

459 

$490 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

564  j 
j 

600  | 
j 

635 

30.6 

32.6 

J 

1 

33.2 

j 

389 

434 

469 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

235  | 

3  14  I 

356 

100.0 

10  0.0 

1 

100.0 

182 

2  1  1 

198 

One  worker . 

159  1 

2  13  i 

257 

67.8 

67.3 

1 

72.2 

1  4  1 

170 

160 

Two  workers  or  more . 

76  I 

10  1  1 
I 

99 

32.2 

32.2 

1 

27.8 

(2) 

337 

(  2  ) 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

94  | 

148  I 

167 

100.0 

100.0 

1 

100.0 

(2) 

317 

$335 

48  1 

74  | 

96 

50  .  8 

49.8 

1 

57.7 

(2) 

(2  ) 

( 2 ) 

Two  workers  or  more . 

46  | 

1 

74  I 

70 

49.2 

50 .2 

i 

L 

42 . 3 

(2) 

•  (2) 

(2) 

_ 

'  J 

1/  Excludes  families  where  the  husband,  wife,  or 

2/  Medi 

£ 

n  not 

shown  where 

base  is 

less  than 

100,000. 

householder  is  sal f  employed 


Table  3.  Families  with  unemployment  by  presence  and  relationship  of  uorkar(s)  to  unemployed  members,  total  weekly  wage  and  salary 
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W  May  include  small  number  of  families  where  only  worker  2/  Median  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,000. 

is  unpaid  family  worker. 


Table  4.  Employment  status  of  persons  by  family  r el  a t i on sh i p ,  quarterly  average 
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Table  5.  Median  weekly  earnings  of  full-time  wage  and  salary  workers  by  selected  characteri st  i  cs,  quarterly  averages 
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Table  8.  Percent  change  in  current  and  in  constant  dollars  of  median  weekly  earning 
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Table  9.  Percent  chanqe  in  current  and  in  constant  dollars  of  median  weekly  earnings  of 
full-time  wage  and  salary  workers  by  selected  character i st i cs 


t-H 

KH 

i  n 

5 

►H 

HH 

O 

o  — 

QJ  CO|CO 

-4J  00 

cr—i 

OS 

OS 

c  <-• 
cc  o 
_C  T3 
u 

-V  c 

C  ft 

Oi  -*-< 

t-H 

HH 

u  in 

^  r 

O 

o  o 

0  Cl ' — 

■+’  00 

Q_  O 

o 

O' 

c 

-  in 

Lo  O" 

Oi  ccioo  -m  cc 
cr —*icr'  cr~ 


cc  o 
.c  ~o 
u 


-V  c 
C  G'HH 
a  Ui-h 
u  M 

l_  DO~  O  O 
0)  -M  CC 

a_  cs  cr- 


in 

CD 

I 


K)  —  — 


^3  fO  K) 


—  K)  I 
I  I 


K)  | 
I 


'j-  oo  m 
i  i 


vDCOfs 

I  I 


sO 

I 


O' 

m 

i 


—  —  v3- 


CM  —  r-  CO  I —  CM 


CM 


sD  sD 
I  I  I 


s3-  CM  K> 
I  I  I 


inofo 
i  i  i 


r>-  oo  in 
l  i  i 


CM 


<3  K3  S3---S3-  KKMn  OMn  *- 


O'  oosoo  003  os  co  o  oor^o 


so  ro  co  noo  m  <r  c\i  m  cn  in 

in  vo  o  cm  o  co  co  ms3-oo  os 


in 

•  •  • 

l.  U 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

O  0 

•  •  • 

•  •  ,  • 

•  •  • 

H-  .X 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4_ 

•  •  • 

X  O  -M 

•  •  • 

0  3  c 

o  O 

•  •  • 

C  — !  4- 

•  •  • 

H  ft  L 

•  •  • 

U  D 

u 

o  •-  u  • 

u  i-  in 

-M 

•  •  • 

1_  • 

0  i_ 

in 

•  •  • 

O  • 

U  —1  l_  cc 

•f- 

!_ 

4_  •  • 

>  • 

»  /  » 

a  o  &  — < 

s_ 

Cl 

a  *  • 

o  • 

•  •  • 

>  * — * 

Cl 

> 

>  •  • 

•  •  • 

l-  ~0  c  o 

o 

o  •  c 

~0  • 

•  •  • 

a  c  c  "u 

u 

.  Q 

c  • 

O 

E  cc  u 

cc 

~0 

*0  •  > 

CC  • 

> 

D  -P 

s_ 

c 

c  in  o 

in 

o 

n  i/i  o  c 

CO 

CC 

CC  4- 

in  u 

C  4-  -V  Q 

JT 

CC  "O 

t-  cc 

u 

O  0  -P 

o 

in 

in  c  c 

cc  O 

c~ 

(J  C  T)  Cl 

i_ 

i-  >  cc 

c  > 

cc 

u  o  c 

cc 

cc 

> 

o  c  n  c 

0 

o  s3-  in 

>3- 

in 

X  LJ  3  U 

> 

>C  J  4- 

sO  CJ 

i. 

t— 

CC 

•— 

CC 

u 

0  in  o 

sO 

sO  O  O 

o 

a 

•  •  c 

•  •  c 

a--  -v 

•— 

-  -p 

> 

•  •  GJ 

•  •  o 

r~ 

•  •  cc 

r~ 

CJ  C  E 

^  C  E 

CC 

nj  2  '-s  in 

<s 

•>  so  in 

5  o 

m 

-P  c  o 

U  G;  O 

a 

*-  3  u 

r—i 

C  —  CM 

5  — 

CM 

•*-  ZI  -a 

rz  El  El 

in 

O  C  1  cc 

CC 

G 

o 

r~ 

»— 4 

.  r- 

Z  CHH 

-4-' 

2^ 

3 

3 

CQ 

X 

DC.H 

O 

4-0  0 

t— 

ZD  w  -Q 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR 
BUREAU  OF  LABOR  STATISTICS 
WASHINGTON,  D.C.  20210 


OFFICIAL  BUSINESS 

PENALTY  FOR  PRIVATE  USE,  $300 


First  Class  Mail 

Postage  and  Fees  Paid 
U.S.  Department  of  Labor 
Permit  No.  G-59 


HOW  YOU  CAN  HELP  REDUCE  THE  COST  OF  GOVERNMENT 

As  part  of  our  effort  to  cut  the  cost  of  government,  the  Bureau  of  Labor 
Statistics  is  seeking  to  reduce  mailings  at  public  expense. 

If  you  have  been  receiving  releases  in  this  series,  but  do  not  need  future 
issues,  please  sign  and  return  this  page  which  bears  your  address  label. 

Thank  you  for  helping  to  reduce  the  cost  of  government. 


JANET  L.  NORWOOD 

Commissioner 

Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 


Please  discontinue  sending  releases  in  this  series  to  the  address  shown 
on  the  mailing  label. 


Name 


Signature 


Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 


United  States 
Department 
of  Labor 

Washington,  D.C.  20212 


FOR  FAMILY  DATA:  USDL  81-124 

Howard  Hayghe  (202)  523-1959  FOR  RELEASE:  IMMEDIATE 

Allyson  Grossman  Thursday,  March  5,  1981 

FOR  EARNINGS  OF  INDIVIDUALS: 

Earl  Mellor  (202)  523-1821 
George  Stamas 

EARNINGS  OF  WORKERS  AND  THEIR  FAMILIES:  FOURTH  QUARTER  OF  1980 

Wage  and  salary  earnings  failed  to  keep  pace  with  the  increase  in  consumer  prices  in  the 
year  ended  with  the  fourth  quarter  of  1980,  according  to  household  survey  data  released  today  by 
the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor.  Median  weekly  earnings  of 
individuals  employed  full  time  in  wage  and  salary  jobs  rose  9.5  percent,  from  $253  to  $277. 

For  families,  however,  the  median  wage  and  salary  earnings  increased  only  6.8  percent,  from 
$388  to  $415,  because  some  workers  lost  their  jobs  and  others  were  cut  back  to  part-time  work. 

Over  the  same  period,  consumer  prices — as  measured  by  the  Consumer  Price  Index  for  Urban 
Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers  (CPI-W) — increased  12.6  percent. 

Families 

Reflecting  the  effects  of  the  economic  slowdown,  the  number  of  married-couple  families  with 
two  or  more  earners  dropped  by  about  600,000  from  the  fourth  quarter  of  1979  to  the  fourth  quarter 
of  1980  (table  1) .  Most  of  this  decline  occurred  among  families  in  which  both  the  husband  and 
the  wife  had  previously  been  working.  Despite  the  decline  in  number,  multi-earner  families  still 
accounted  for  more  than  half  of  all  married-couple  families  with  earners.  As  might  be  expected, 
their  median  earnings  ($552)  were  substantially  higher  than  those  of  one-earner  families  ($320). 
Weekly  earnings  of  black  and  Hispanic  families  with  the  same  number  of  earners  were  about  equal, 
but  considerably  below  the  levels  for  white  families.  For  example,  among  multi-earner  families, 
earnings  averaged  $559  for  whites,  $480  for  blacks,  and  $466  for  Hispanics  (table  2). 

The  number  of  married-couple  families  in  which  there  were  unemployed  members  as  well  as  wage 
and  salary  workers  increased  by  about  580,000  over  the  year,  reaching  nearly  3  million  in  the 
fourth  quarter  of  1980  (table  3) .  Average  earnings  of  these  families  in  the  fourth  quarter 
of  1980  were  $321,  about  the  same  as  the  earnings  for  comparable  families  with  unemployment  in 
the  fourth  quarter  of  1979.  However,  because  of  rising  price  levels,  their  real  earnings  fell. 

As  is  generally  the  case,  families  where  the  husband  was  unemployed  and  others  were  working  had 
lower  median  weekly  earnings  ($167)  than  families  where  the  unemployed  person  was  the  wife  or 

In  such  cases,  the  earnings  were  $313  and  $470,  respectively. 
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Individual  workers 

Real  earnings  (current-dollar  earnings  adjusted  by  the  CPI-W  to  obtain  constant  dollars) 
of  individuals  who  worked  full  time  fell  2.7  percent  in  the  year  ended  with  the  fourth  quarter 
of  1980  (table  5),  about  the  same  as  the  3.0  percent  decline  for  the  year  ended  with  the  third 
quarter.  These  declines  were  slightly  slower  than  those  reported  for  the  years  ended  with  the 
first  and  second  quarters  (4.3  and  5.9  percent,  respectively)  and  reflected  primarily  smaller 
rises  in  consumer  prices  over  the  second  half  of  the  year. 

In  current  dollars,  men  25  years  of  age  and  older  earned  $359  per  week,  on  the  average,  for 
full-time  wage  and  salary  jobs  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  1980,  compared  with  $221  for  younger  men. 
This  represented  year-to-year  increases  of  8.1  percent  for  the  older  group  and  4.6  percent  for 
the  under  25  group.  The  decline  in  the  number  of  full-time  wage  and  salary  workers  also  was 
greater  for  men  under  25  than  for  older  men  (9  versus  1  percent) . 

Weekly  earnings  of  women  employed  full  time  in  wage  and  salary  jobs  increased  more  rapidly 
than  for  men  (9.9  versus  8.0  percent),  but  women  continued  to  earn  substantially  less  than  men 
($211  versus  $335).  Age  was  a  less  important  factor  in  earnings — both  as  to  level  and  rate  of 
increase — for  women  than  for  men.  The  number  of  women  in  full-time  wage  and  salary  jobs  was  about 
the  same  as  a  year  earlier. 

Managers  and  administrators,  with  median  usual  weekly  earnings  of  $390,  were  the  highest 
paid  workers,  followed  by  professional  and  technical  workers  ($358)  and  craft  workers  ($340). 
Employees  in  farm  and  service  jobs  received  the  lowest  weekly  wages — $178  and  $185,  respectively 
(table  6) . 

Earnings  of  part-time  workers  (in  current  dollars)  were  7.5  percent  higher  than  a  year 
earlier.  Their  employment  had  increased  by  3.0  percent,  in  contrast  to  the  1.5  percent  decline 
in  full-time  wage  and  salary  employment  (table  7). 

These  data  are  from  a  quarterly  series  that  relates  workers'  earnings  to  the  families  in 
which  they  live.  In  addition  to  the  quarterly  tables  cited  above,  this  release  contains  six 
supplemental  tables  with  annual  average  data.  The  data  are  based  on  a  survey  of  households 
(the  Current  Population  Survey)  conducted  for  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  by  the 
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Bureau  of  the  Census.  To  receive  the  quarterly  press  release  with  these  household  data  on  a 
regular  basis,  send  your  name  and  address  to:  U.S.  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  Room  1539, 

441  G  Street,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20212.  Telephone:  (202)  523-1222.  Ask  to  be  placed  on 
mailing  list  J335. 


Some  counts  of  persons  and  families  and  their  median 
earnings  for  the  fourth  quarter  of  1979,  shown  in  tables  1 
and  5,  differ  slightly  from  those  published  in  a  previous 
press  release  (USDL  80-188,  March  27,  1980).  The  differences 
result  from  an  improvement  in  the  weighting  procedure  that  is 
used  to  inflate  sample  results  to  estimates  for  the  national 
j  population.  This  improvement  was  introduced  by  the  Bureau  of 
the  Census  in  April  1980.  Data  previously  published  were 
retabulated  using  the  new  procedure. 

In  table  1,  revised  counts  of  families  differ  from 
previous  counts  by  as  much  as  6  percent  among  the  smaller 
cells,  but  most  differences  are  less  than  one  percent.  The 
majority  of  earnings  medians  are  unchanged;  only  two 
differed  by  as  much  as  $2.  Differences  between  counts  in 
table  5  and  those  previously  published  are  even  smaller,  and 
the  medians  do  not  differ. 
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Explanatory  note 


The  estimates  in  this  release  were  obtained  from  the 
Current  Population  Survey  (CPS),  which  provides  the 
basic  information  on  the  labor  force,  employment,  and 
unemployment.  The  survey  is  conducted  monthly  for 
the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  by  the  Bureau 
of  the  Census  from  a  scientifically-selected  national 
sample  of  households,  with  coverage  in  all  50  States  and 
the  District  of  Columbia.  The  size  of  the  monthly  sam¬ 
ple  was  increased  from  56,000  in  1979  to  65,000  in  1980. 

The  new  quarterly  earnings  data  for  individuals  are 
similar  to,  but  not  entirely  comparable  with,  CPS  earn¬ 
ings  data  previously  reported  for  May.  Differences  stem 
from  slight  changes  in  collection  procedures,  in  the 
definition  of  wage  and  salary  earners,  and  in  processing 
methods.  For  example,  whereas  earnings  information 
formerly  was  collected  from  the  entire  CPS  sample  once 
a  year,  the  questions  now  are  asked  each  month  from 
one-quarter  of  the  sample  and  cumulated  to  provide 
quarterly  and  annual  averages.  The  reliability  of  the 
quarterly  series  is  almost  as  high,  and  that  of  the  annual 
averages  is  much  higher,  than  the  reliability  of  the  May 
series. 

In  addition,  the  new  earnings  series,  in  contrast  to  the 
May  series,  excludes  from  the  universe  those  self- 
employed  workers  who  are  classified  as  wage  and  salary 
workers  because  their  business  is  incorporated.  Yet 
another  change  is  that  the  earnings  of  nonrespondents, 
which  had  previously  not  been  taken  into  account,  are 
now  imputed  in  order  to  minimize  any  bias  that  might 
result  from  differences  in  response  rates  among  groups 
with  vastly  different  earnings  levels.  Nonresponses  dur¬ 
ing  1979  averaged  about  17  percent  for  the  question  on 
weekly  earnings.  The  allocation  procedure  used  to  im¬ 
pute  missing  earnings  information  is  similar  to  that  used 
in  processing  other  CPS  data  and  the  decennial  census: 
The  record  of  a  worker  with  a  missing  entry  for  an  item 
is  matched  with  the  record  of  a  worker  of  similar 
demographic  and  other  characteristics  with  an  entry. 
The  value  of  the  entry  on  the  “donor  record’’  is  then  in¬ 
serted  for  the  missing  entry.  (See  “Computer  Method  to 
Process  Missing  Income  and  Work  Experience  Informa¬ 
tion  in  the  Current  Population  Survey,’’  by  Emmett  F. 
Spiers  and  Joseph  J.  Knott,  the  American  Statistical 
Association,  Proceedings  of  the  Social  Statistics  Sec¬ 
tion,  1969.) 

Reliability 

In  any  sample  survey,  variations  in  the  data  can  occur 
by  chance  because  a  sample,  rather  than  the  whole  of 


the  population,  is  surveyed.  The  standard  error  is  a 
measure  of  such  potential  variation.  The  chances  are 
about  68  out  of  100  that  an  estimate  from  the  survey  dif¬ 
fers  from  a  figure  that  would  be  obtained  from  a  com¬ 
plete  census  by  less  than  the  standard  error.  Examples 
of  estimated  standard  errors  for  median  weekly  earnings 
are  shown  in  table  A,  below.  Standard  errors  of  percen¬ 
tages  are  shown  in  table  B. 

To  obtain  standard  errors  for  part-time  workers  and 
for  women  (except  Hispanic  women),  the  numbers  in 
table  B  should  be  multiplied  by  .9;  for  Hispanics  of  both 
sexes,  they  should  be  multiplied  by  1.4;  and  for 
Hispanic  men,  by  1.2.  For  Hispanic  women  use  the 
values  in  the  table.  Standard  errors  for  annual  averages 
are  about  half  those  for  quarterly  averages. 

An  illustration  on  the  use  of  table  B  is  as  follows:  10.0 
percent  of  a  group  of  workers  totaling  1,000,000  were 
reported  to  have  earnings  of  $500  or  more  per  week,  the 
standard  error  for  the  10.0  percent  value  would  be  1.6 
percent.  For  percentages  or  bases  not  shown  in  the 
table,  linear  interpolation  of  shown  values  should  be  us¬ 
ed.  For  example,  if  7.5  percent  of  a  group  numbering 
500,000  were  reported  with  earnings  below  $100  a  week, 
the  standard  error  for  the  7.5  percent  estimate  would  be 
halfway  between  the  standard  error  associated  with  a  5 
percent  estimate  (1.7  percent)  and  that  associated  with  a 
10  percent  estimate  (2.3  percent);  that  is,  2.0  percent. 

The  data  also  are  subject  to  nonsampling  errors,  in¬ 
cluding  errors  of  response.  A  special  test  survey  to 
gauge  the  accuracy  of  earnings  data  from  the  CPS  was 
conducted  in  January  1977.  (See  “Comparing  Earnings 
Data  from  the  CPS  and  Employer  Records,”  by  Larry 
Carstensen  and  Henry  Woltman,  U.S.  Bureau  of  the 
Census,  the  American  Statistical  Association,  Pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  Social  Statistics  Section,  1979.) 

For  a  fuller  discussion  of  the  quality  of  earnings  data 
from  the  CPS,  see  Paul  O.  Flaim,  “Weekly  and  Hourly 
Earnings  Data  from  the  Current  Population  Survey,” 
Special  Labor  Force  Report  195,  Bureau  of  Labor 
Statistics,  1977. 

Definitions 

The  principal  definitions  used  in  connection  with  the 
new  earnings  series  are  described  briefly  below. 

Family.  A  family  is  a  group  of  two  or  more  persons 
residing  together  who  are  related  by  blood,  marriage,  or 
adoption.  The  counts  of  persons  by  family  status  refer 
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The  principal  definitions  used  in  connection  with  the 
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residing  together  who  are  related  by  blood,  marriage,  or 
adoption.  The  counts  of  persons  by  family  status  refer 


to  their  positions  in  “primary”  families  only,  that  is,  all 
persons  in  the  household  who  are  related  to  the 
householder.  The  universe  of  families  in  the  tables 
presenting  data  on  the  total  weekly  wage  and  salary  ear¬ 
nings  for  families  excludes  all  families  in  which  there  is 
no  wage  or  salary  earner  or  in  which  the  husband,  wife, 
or  other  person  maintaining  the  family  is  either  self 
employed  or  in  the  Armed  Forces. 

Householder.  A  householder  is  the  person  (or  one  of  the 
persons)  in  whose  name  the  housing  unit  is  owned  or 
rented.  For  purposes  of  this  report,  the  term  is  never 
applied  to  either  husbands  or  wives  in  married-couple 
families.  As  used  here,  the  term  “householder”  relates 
only  to  persons  in  families  maintained  by  either  men  or 
women  without  a  spouse. 

Wage  and  salary  workers.  Workers  who  receive  wages, 
salaries,  commissions,  tips,  payment  in  kind,  or  piece 
rates.  The  group  includes  employees  in  both  the  private 
and  public  sectors,  but  excludes  self-employed  persons 
whose  businesses  are  incorporated. 

Full-time  workers.  Workers  who  usually  work  35  hours 
or  more  per  week  at  their  sole  or  principal  job. 


Part-time  workers.  Workers  who  usually  work  fewer 
than  35  hours  per  week  at  their  sole  or  principal  job. 


Usual  weekly  earnings.  Data  on  usual  weekly  earnings 
are  provided  from  responses  to  the  question  “How 
much  does...  USUALLY  earn  per  week  at  this  job 
before  deductions?  Include  any  overtime  pay,  commis¬ 
sions,  or  tips  usually  received.”  The  response  is  for  the 
worker’s  sole  or  principal  job.  The  term  “usual”  is  as 
perceived  by  the  respondent.  If  the  respondent  asks  for 
a  definition  of  “usual,”  interviewers  are  instructed  to 
define  the  term  as  more  than  half  the  weeks  worked  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  4  or  5  months. 

Change  in  constant  dollars.  The  Consumer  Price  Index 
for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers  (CPI-W) 
is  used  to  convert  current  dollars  to  constant  dollars. 

Hispanic  origin.  Refers  to  persons  who  are  of  Mexican, 
Puerto  Rican,  Cuban,  Central  or  South  American,  or 
other  Hispanic  origin  or  descent.  Persons  of  Hispanic 
origin  may  be  of  any  race.  At  the  time  of  the  1970  Cen¬ 
sus  of  Population,  about  96  percent  of  the  Hispanic 
population  was  classified  as  white. 


A  more  detailed  technical  note  on  the  new  quarterly  earnings  series  is  available  on 
request.  Ask  for  Report  601,  Technical  Description  of  the  Quarterly  Data  on  Week¬ 
ly  Earnings  from  the  Current  Population  Survey. 
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Table  A.  Standard  errors  of  median  weekly  earnings 


Item 


Usual  weekly  earnings  of  full-time  workers 

Men . 

Husbands . 

Men  who  maintain  families . 

Women . 

Wives  . 

Women  who  maintain  families.  .  .  . 

Blacks . 

Hispanics . 

Usual  weekly  earnings  of  families: 

Married-couple  families . 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

Families  maintained  by  women  .  .  .  . 


Standard  error  of — 

1980  IV 

Annual  average  1980 

$1.37 

$0.71 

1.55 

.82 

2.24 

1.02 

12.24 

4.97 

1.16 

.61 

1.54 

.82 

3.13 

1.64 

2.76 

1.48 

4.91 

2.33 

2.57 

1.33 

12.54 

5.97 

3.44 

1.80 

Table  B.  Standard  errors  of  percentages 


Base  of  estimated  percentages 

Errors  for  specific  percentages 

(in  thousands) 

1  or  99 

2  or  98 

5  or  95 

10  or  90 

25  or  75 

50 

100 . 

1.7 

2.4 

3.8 

5.2 

7.5 

8.6 

250  . 

1 .1 

1.5 

2.4 

3.3 

4.7 

5.4 

500  . 

.8 

1.1 

1.7 

2.3 

3.3 

3.9 

1 ,000 . 

.5 

.8 

1.2 

1.6 

2.4 

2.7 

2,500 . 

.3 

.5 

.8 

1.0 

1.5 

1.7 

5,000 . 

.2 

.3 

.5 

.7 

1.1 

1.2 

10,000  . 

.2 

.2 

.4 

.5 

.7 

.9 

25,000  . 

.1 

.2 

.2 

.3 

.5 

.5 

50,000  . 

.1 

.1 

.2 

.2 

.3 

.4 

100,000  . 

.1 

.1 

.1 

.2 

.2 

.3 

. 


median  for  white  multi-earner  families. 
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Table  2.  Median  weekly  waqe  and  salary  earninqs  of  families  by  type  of  family,  number  of  earners 
and  race  and  Hispanic  origin,  quarterly  averaqes 

(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Number 

(  i  n 

Type  of  family  and  number  of  waqe  and  I 

salary  earners  |  1979 

I  III 

i 

o  f  f am i 1 i e  s 

thousands ) 

1 - 

1  1980 

1  III 

1 

Median  weekly  earn i nos 

1979 

III 

_ 

1980 

III 

Percent  chanqe  over 
the  year  in: 

Current  |  Constant 

dollars  1  dol lars 

WHITE 

Total  families  with  earners . 

...  1  35,800 

! 

35,136 

$39  1 

$422 

7.9 

-4.3 

Married-couple  families . 

...  I  30,564 

1 

29,689 

4  15 

447 

7.8 

-4 . 4 

One  earner . 

...  1  13,688 

l 

13,472 

307 

324 

5.3 

-6  .  6 

Husband . 

...  1  11,701 

l 

11,207 

330 

355 

7  .  6 

-4.6 

Wife . 

...  1  1,430 

1 

1,675 

157 

170 

8 . 3 

-3.9 

Two  or  more  earners . 

...  I  16 ,876 

l 

16,218 

509 

557 

9 . 3 

-3.  1 

Husband  and  wife . 

...  1  13,702 

1 

13,420 

509 

558 

9.7 

-2.7 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

...  1  4,011 

i 

4,069 

227 

245 

7.8 

-4 . 4 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

...  1  1,224 

l 

1  ,  378 

34  1 

39  1 

14 . 5 

1  .5 

BLACK 

i 

l 

Total  families  with  earners . 

...  1  4,470 

l 

4,435 

288 

3  17 

9.9 

-2.5 

Marr i ed-coupl e  families . 

...  1  2,900 

l 

2,776 

35  1 

393 

11.8 

9 

One  earner . 

...  1  1  ,  083 

1 

1  ,034 

2  16 

2  13 

-1.3 

-12.5 

Husband . 

...  I  839 

l 

674 

230 

247 

7.7 

-4.5 

Wife . 

...  1  222 

1 

304 

169 

145 

-14.1 

-23.8 

Two  or  more  earners . 

...  1  1,816 

1 

1,742 

436 

494 

13.3 

.5 

Husband  and  wife . 

...  I  1,500 

l 

1  ,  488 

453 

502 

10.8 

-1.8 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

...  1  1,356 

i 

1  ,  386 

185 

200 

8 . 3 

-4.0 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

...  1  214 

l 

273 

300 

276 

-8 . 0 

-18.4 

HISPANIC 

i 

Total  families  with  earners . 

...  1  2,287 

i 

2,339 

307 

316 

2.  9 

-8.8 

Married-couple  families . 

...  1  1,853 

l 

1,840 

33  1 

335 

1 . 3 

C\J 

o 

1 

One  earner . 

...  1  887 

l 

922 

229 

232 

1  .  3 

-10.2 

Husband . 

...  I  763 

l 

800 

242 

244 

.  7 

-10.7 

Wife . 

...  1  91 

87 

(  1  ) 

1 1  > 

- 

- 

Two  or  more  earners . 

...  1  966 

l 

9  18 

$432 

$472 

9.2 

-3.2 

Husband  and  wife . 

...  I  782 

l 

709 

43  1 

484 

12.  1 

-.6 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

...  1  300 

330 

158 

213 

34.3 

19.1 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

...  1  135 

L 

l 

i 

169 

267 

360 

34 . 7 

19.4 

1/  Median  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,000. 


Table  3.  Number  of  families  with  unemployed  members  and  waqe  and  salary  workers  by  type  of  family  and  median  weekly  earninqs, 
quarterly  averaqes 

(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Humber  of 

f am i 1 i es 

Med i an  week 

v  earninqs 

Type  of  family  and  relationship  of 
unemployed  members  to  wage  and 
salary  earners 

(in  thousands) 

1979 

III 

1980 

III 

Percent  chanqe  over 
t lie  yea  r  i  n  : 

Current  |  Constant 

dol lar s  1  dol lars 

1979 

III 

i 

1  98  0  j 

III 

I 

Mar r i ed-coupl e  families, . 

2,640 

3,396 

$3  19 

$343 

7.7 

-4.5 

Husband  unemployed  . 

525 

879 

185 

187 

1.2 

-10.2 

Wife  only  earner . 

40  1 

649 

169 

176 

3  .  9 

-7.9 

Wife  and  other  earner(s) . 

60 

1  16 

(  1  ) 

37  1 

- 

- 

Other  earner(s)  only . 

65 

1  15 

<  i  > 

148 

- 

- 

Wife  unemployed  . 

980 

1,156 

$296 

327 

10.4 

-2.  1 

Husband  only  earner . 

845 

94  1 

276 

3  1  1 

13.0 

.2 

Husband  and  other  earner(s) . 

129 

176 

53  1 

477 

-10.2 

-20 . 3 

Other  earner(s)  only . 

7 

40 

(  1  ) 

(  1  ) 

~ 

Other  member(s)  unemployed  . 

1,134 

1 , 36  1 

$437 

$489 

11.8 

-  .  9 

Husband  or  wife  earner . 

562 

658 

338 

4  1  1 

2  1.5 

7.7 

Both  husband  and  wife  earners . 

536 

664 

533 

587 

10.3 

-2.2 

Other  combinations  of  earners . 

36 

39 

(1) 

(  D 

- 

- 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

487 

622 

$220 

$219 

-.3 

-11.6 

Householder  unemployed . 

87 

96 

(  1  ) 

(  1  ) 

- 

- 

Other  member(s)  unemployed . 

400 

526 

$229 

$230 

.  4 

-11.0 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

137 

213 

365 

350 

-4.2 

-15.0 

W  Median  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,000. 
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Table  1.  Median  Meekly  waqe  and  salary  earnings  of  families  by  type  and  number  of  earners#  quarterly  averages 


(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Type  of  fami ly  and  number  of 
wage  and  salary  earners 

i 

i 

i 

Number  of  families 
(in  thousands) 

l  i 

1979  1  1980 

III  r/  |  III 

Median  weeklv  earninqs 

1979 

III  r/ 

1980 

III 

Percont 

the 

Cur  rent 
dollars 

chanqe  over 
year  i n : 

Constant 
do  1 1 ar  s 

Total  families  with  earners . 

1 

.  i 

40 , 946 

r 

40,276  | 

$38  1 

54  12 

8 . 0 

-4.2 

Ma r r i ed-coupl e  families . 

• 

34,012 

33,019 

4  10 

443 

8 . 0 

i 

-4 . 3 

One  earner . 

.  i 

14 , 955 

14,711  j 

300 

3  16 

5.2 

i 

-6  .  7 

Husband . 

.  i 

12,694 

12, 039 

324 

348 

7 . 7 

i 

-4 . 5 

Wife . 

.  i 

1,675 

2,0  13 

158 

166 

5  .  1 

i 

-6 . 8 

Other  family  member . 

. 

586 

659 

158 

169 

7 . 2 

-5 . 0 

Two  or  more  earners . 

.  i 

19,057 

18,308 

502 

55  1 

9 . 6 

-2 . 8 

Husband  and  wife . 

.  i 

15,518 

15,197 

504 

553 

9 . 8 

i 

-2 . 6 

Husband  and  other  family  member(s). 

2,991 

2,510  | 

53  1 

58  1 

9  4 

i 

-3  .  0 

Wife  and  other  family  member ( s )... . 

.  i 

375 

439 

323 

384 

18 . 6 

i 

5.2 

Other  family  members  only . 

.  i 

173 

163 

344 

366 

6  .  3 

1 

-5.7 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

.  i 

5,467 

5,558 

2  16 

235 

9  .  0 

i 

-3.3 

One  earner . 

.  i 

3,752 

3,872 

174 

193 

10.7 

i 

-1.8 

Househo 1 der . 

.  i 

2,88  1 

2,901  j 

178 

196 

10.1 

i 

-2.4 

Other  family  member . 

.  i 

870 

97  1 

159 

18  1 

13.4 

i 

.  5 

Two  or  more  earners . 

.  i 

1,7  16 

1,686 

347 

38  1 

9 . 8 

1 

-2 . 6 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

.  i 

1,466 

1,699 

336 

37  1 

10.4 

1 

-2.  1 

One  earner . 

.  i 

893 

1  ,  075 

263 

289 

9.9 

1 

-2.6 

Two  or  more  earners . 

.  i 

L 

573 

624 

479 

534 

11.6 

i 

1 

-1.0 

r/  Data  for  Quarter  III  1979  have  been  revised.  See  box 
for  more  information. 


Table  6.  Median  weekly  earnings  of  full-time  wage  and  salary  workers  by  occupation  and  sex#  quarterly  averages 
(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


~i 

Number 

of  workers 

Median  weekly  earnings 

i 

(  i  n 

thousands) 

Percent  change  over 

Occupation 

i 

i 

1979 

1980 

1979 

1980 

the  year  in'- 

i 

III 

III 

III 

III 

Current 

dollars 

Constant 
do  1 1  a  r  s 

Both  sexes1 

Professional  and  technical  workers. 

.  i 

11,588 

12, 120 

$3  15 

$340 

7.8 

-4.4 

Manaqers  and  administrators,  except 

farm . . 

7,407 

7,721 

354 

39  1 

10.6 

-2.0 

Sales  workers . 

.  i 

3,752 

3,559 

259 

273 

5.  3 

-6.6 

Clerical  workers . 

.  i 

13,709 

14 ,  13  1 

195 

2  17 

10.9 

-1.7 

Craft  and  kindred  workers . 

.  i 

11,329 

10,631 

305 

327 

7  .  0 

-5  .  1 

Operatives,  except  transport . 

.  i 

9,887 

9,105 

2  12 

226 

6.3 

-5.7 

Transport  equipment  operatives . 

.  i 

2,973 

2,915 

277 

293 

5.9 

-6.  1 

Nonfarm  laborers . 

.  i 

3,739 

3,323 

204 

2  16 

6  .  0 

-6  .  0 

Serv ice  workers . 

.  i 

7,607 

7,442 

162 

179 

10.2 

-2.3 

Farm  workers . 

.  1 

8  15 

790 

157 

173 

10.2 

-2.3 

Men  : 

Professional  and  technical  workers. 

i 

.  1 

6,792 

6,970 

370 

403 

8.8 

-3.6 

Managers  and  admini strators,  except 

farm. . 

5,484 

5,700 

406 

440 

8 . 3 

-3.  9 

Sales  workers . 

.  i 

2,469 

2,353 

3  1  1 

333 

7  .  1 

-5.  1 

Clerical  workers . 

.  i 

2,930 

3,  186 

288 

304 

5.6 

-6 . 4 

Craft  and  kindred  workers . 

.  i 

10,748 

10,028 

3  1  1 

333 

7.2 

-5.0 

Operatives,  except  transport . 

.  i 

6,012 

5,515 

257 

274 

6.7 

-5.4 

Transport  equipment  operatives . 

.  i 

2,84  9 

2,789 

279 

295 

5.8 

-6.2 

Non farm  laborers . 

.  i 

3,411 

2,974 

209 

223 

6 . 7 

-5 . 4 

Service  workers . 

.  1 

3,635 

3,560 

204 

223 

9  .  0 

-3 . 4 

Farm  workers . 

.  1 

704 

679 

164 

179 

8.8 

-3.5 

Women : 

Professional  and  technical  workers. 

i 

.  1 

4,796 

5,150 

263 

289 

10.2 

-2.3 

Manaqers  and  admi n i st rators,  except 

farm. . 

1  ,  924 

2,021 

237 

264 

11.7 

-1.0 

Sales  workers . 

.  1 

1,283 

1,206 

160 

174 

9.2 

-3.  1 

Clerical  workers . 

l 

10,778 

10,945 

184 

20  1 

9.5 

-2.9 

Craft  and  kindred  workers . 

i 

58  1 

603 

186 

209 

12.5 

-.2 

Operatives,  except  transport . 

.  i 

3,874 

3,590 

16  1 

176 

8 . 8 

-3.5 

Transport  equipment  operatives . 

i 

123 

126 

220 

244 

10.9 

-1.6 

Nonfarm  laborers . 

328 

349 

157 

168 

7  .  0 

-5.  1 

Service  workers . 

1 

3,972 

3,882 

139 

148 

6.4 

-5.7 

Farm  workers . 

1 

J 

1  10 

1  10 

126 

139 

10.2 

-2.2 

Table  7.  Median  weekly  earnings  of  part-time  wage  and  salary  workers  by  selected  characteri sties,  quarterly  averages 


(Mot  seasonally  adjusted) 


Character i st i c 

Number 
(  in 

1 

|  1979 

1  HI 

o  f  workers 
thousands) 

7 

1  1980  | 

III 

- r 

i 

1979  | 

III  1 

1 

Med i an  week 

1980 

III 

y _ earn i nqs 

Percent 

the 

change  over 
year  i n : 

Current 
do  1 1 ar  s 

Constant 
do  1  iar  s 

SEX  AND  AGE 

1 

i 

r 

i 

i 

i 

1 

1 

Total,  16  years  and  over . 

....  1  13,856 

i 

14,491  | 

$7  1 

$77 

8 . 6 

-3.7 

Men,  16  years  and  over . 

_ 1  4,275 

i 

4,409 

70 

76 

9 . 7 

-2.7 

16  to  24  year  s . 

....  1  2,586 

i 

2,711  | 

62  1 

72 

17.1 

3 . 8 

25  years  and  over . 

.  .  .  .  1  1,688 

i 

1,697  | 

85  | 

89 

5.4 

-6  .  6 

Women,  16  years  and  over . 

_ 1  9.58  1 

i 

10,083  | 

7  1 

77 

8 . 3 

-4 . 0 

16  to  24  years . 

....  |  3,393 

i 

3,599  | 

62  | 

65 

4  .  9 

-7  .  0 

25  years  and  over . 

....  |  6,188 

i 

6,484  | 

77  | 

87 

12 . 0 

-  .  7 

FAMILY  RELATIONSHIP 

i 

i 

i 

i 

Husbands . 

_ 1  1,212 

i 

1,193  | 

85 

93 

9 . 4 

-3 . 0 

Wives . 

i 

5,195  I 

80 

89 

12 . 3 

-  .  5 

Others  in  married-couple  families . 

.  .  .  .  |  4,057 

i 

4,237  | 

60 

64 

6  .  9 

-5 . 3 

Women  who  maintain  families . 

.  .  .  .  |  724 

i 

690  | 

73  | 

83 

12 . 7 

-.  1 

Others  in  such  families . 

....  856 

i 

943  | 

62  | 

68 

9 . 4 

-3.0 

Men  who  maintain  families . 

....  I  88 

1 

90  | 

(2) 

(2) 

- 

_ 

Others  in  such  families . 

....  |  196 

i 

2  11  | 

$7  1 

$82 

16  .  0 

2.9 

All  other  men  1/ . 

....  1  552 

i 

626  I 

84 

94 

11.8 

-  .  8 

All  other  women  1/ . 

.  .  . .  |  1,196 

i 

1,307  | 

7  1  1 

74 

4 . 7 

-7.2 

RACE,  HISPANIC  ORIGIN,  AND  SEX 

i 

i 

i 

i 

Whi te . 

. . . . 1  12,213 

1 

12,797  | 

1 

7  1  1 

77 

7  .  9 

-4 . 3 

Men . 

i 

3,777  | 

7  1  1 

76 

7  .  4 

-4 . 8 

Women . 

i 

9,020  | 

72 

78 

8.2 

-4 . 0 

Black . 

i 

1,431  | 

63 

73 

16  .  1 

2 . 9 

Men . 

i 

528  I 

63  | 

79 

25.7 

11.5 

Women . 

....  |  883 

i 

903  | 

63  I 

70 

11.2 

-1.4 

Hispanic . 

....  |  563 

i 

5  79  | 

7  1  1 

89 

25.4 

11.2 

Men . 

i 

225  | 

63  | 

93 

48 . 6 

3  1.8 

Women . 

....  |  361 

i 

i 

354  | 

1 

75  | 

L 

82 

9.8 

-2.6 

J/  The  majority  of  these  persons  are  livinq  alone  or  with  2/  Median  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than 

nonrelatives.  Also  included  are  persons  in  married-couple  100,000. 

families  where  the  husband  is  in  the  Armed  Forces,  persons  in 
secondary  families,  and  some  whose  family  status  is  unknown. 


Table  4*  Employment  status  of  persons  by  family  relat i onshi p,  quarterly  averaqes 
(Numbers  in  thousands,  not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Family  relationship 

1979  III 

1  980 

hi 

Civilian 

labor  force 

Civilian  | 
non i nst i -  I 
tut i ona 1  j 
popu-  | 
lat i on  | 

1 

Civil 

i  an  1 abo 

r  force 

i 

i  i 

1  Employed  I 

1  1 

1  1 

1 

Unemployed 

1  Unempl oy- 
I  ment 
rate 

Partici¬ 

pation 

rate 

I 

i 

Employed  1 

Unemployed 

Unemploy¬ 

ment 

rate 

I  Percent  wi th 

Nutn-  |at  least  one 
ber  |  employed 

f am i ly 
member 

| Percent  wi th 

‘Turn-  |at  least  one 
ber  |  employed 
fami ly 
member 

Total,  16  years  and  over . 

1  98,231 | 

6,0131 

63.6 

5.8 

164,475  | 

64.4 

97,9861 

7,9611 

6  1.1 

7.5 

In  families,  total . 

1  84,182| 

5,  179| 

73.8 

5.8 

138,584  | 

64 . 9 

83,0921 

6,865 1 

70.8 

7.6 

In  married-couple  families . 

1  73,24 1 ) 

3,780 | 

8  1.6 

1  4.9 

117,191  | 

65.6 

7  1 ,85  1  1 

5,092| 

77.2 

6  .  6 

Husbands . 

1  38,5941 

968  | 

56 . 2 

1  2.4 

48,137  | 

8  1.1 

37,383 | 

1,655) 

53.8 

4.2 

Wives . 

1  22,1921 

1,2261 

87 . 9 

1  5.2 

48,137  | 

49.2 

22,2111 

1,483 | 

84.8 

6  .  3 

Other  family  members . 

1  12,4551 

1,586| 

92.2 

1  11.3 

20,917  | 

67  .  9 

12,257 | 

1  ,  954  | 

91.3 

13.8 

In  families  maintained  by  women. 

1  8, 254| 

1,147| 

5  1.1 

I  12.2 

16,553  | 

58.7 

8 , 295 1 

1,427| 

50 . 3 

14.7 

Female  householder . 

1  4,5701 

4  12  1 

20  .  1 

1  8.3 

8,838  | 

57 . 9 

4,647| 

47  1  | 

23  .  1 

9.2 

Other  family  members . 

1  3,684 | 

735| 

68 . 4 

1  16.6 

7,7  15  1 

59.7 

3,6481 

956  | 

63.7 

20.8 

In  families  maintained  by  men... 

1  2,687| 

2521 

6  1.5 

I  8.6 

4,840  | 

68 . 0 

2,9461 

346  | 

6  1.8 

10.5 

Male  householder . 

I  1,567| 

69| 

27 . 5 

1  4.2 

2,391  | 

77.2 

1,7351 

1  11  | 

28.8 

6  .  0 

Other  family  members . 

1  1,1201 

1831 

74 . 3 

I  14.1 

2,449  I 

59.0 

1 , 2  1 1 1 

235  I 

77.4 

16.2 

Individuals  living  alone . 

1  8,9671 

406  | 

- 

1  4.3 

18,031  | 

54 . 0 

9,2301 

507  | 

- 

5.2 

Men . 

1  4 , 6  98 | 

250  | 

- 

1  5.0 

6,959  | 

72.7 

4,74  1  | 

3  18  | 

6  .  3 

Women . . . 

1  4,2691 

156 

1  3.5 

11,072  | 

42.2 

4,489 | 

189| 

- 

4 . 0 

All  other  sj./ . 

1  5,082| 

J_ L 

428  | 

- 

I  7.8 

7,860  | 

79 . 6 

5,6641 

1 

589  | 

1 

- 

9.4 

_ 

W  The  majority  of  these  persons  are  living  with  N0TE:  Data  may  differ  slightly  from  those  published 

nonrelatives.  Also  included  are  persons  in  married-couple  elsewhere  because  of  differences  in  methods  of  computation, 

families  where  the  husband  is  in  the  Armed  Forces,  persons  in 
secondary  families,  and  some  whose  family  status  is  unknown. 


Table  5.  Median  weekly  earnings  of  full-time  wage  and  salary  workers  by  selected  cha r ac t er i s t i c s ,  quarterly  averages 


(Not  seasonally  adjusted) 


Character i st i cs  ^ 

Number  f  workers 
(in  thousands) 

i  r~ 

1979  I  1980 

III  r/  |  III 

1_ 1 

Median  week 

v  earn i nas 

1979 

III  r/ 

1980 

III 

Percent  chanqe  over 
the  year  in: 

Current 

dollars 

Con  stan t 
dollars 

SEX  AND  AGE 

i 

i 

Total,  16  years  and  over . 

_ |  72,804 

71,737 

$243 

$266 

9.4 

-3.0 

Men,  16  years  and  over . 

_ |  45,034 

43,755 

298 

32  1 

7 . 8 

-4 . 5 

16  to  24  year  s . 

.  .  .  .  |  9,446 

8,591 

195 

2  12 

8 . 4 

-3  .  9 

25  years  and  over . 

.  .  .  .  i  35,589 

35,  165 

326 

350 

7.4 

-4 . 7 

Women,  16  years  and  over . 

....  |  27,770 

27 , 982 

187 

205 

9  .  9 

-2 . 6 

16  to  24  years . 

....  |  6,889 

6,617 

149 

168 

13.0 

.2 

25  years  and  over . 

....  |  20,881 

2  1,365 

20  1 

22  1 

9.7 

-2.7 

FAMILY  RELATIONSHIP 

i 

Husbands . 

_ |  30,9  17 

29,396 

327 

353 

7  .  9 

-4 . 3 

Wives . 

....  I  14,155 

14,260 

192 

2  1  1 

9  .  9 

-2.5 

Others  in  marr i ed-couple  families . 

.... |  7,951 

7 , 398 

163 

178 

9 . 6 

-2.8 

Women  who  maintain  families . 

.... |  3,669 

3,676 

197 

2  15 

9 . 2 

-3.  1 

Others  in  such  families . 

....  I  2,610 

2,564 

173 

1  94 

12 . 0 

-  .  7 

Men  who  maintain  families . 

....  |  1,196 

1 ,400 

306 

3  17 

3.5 

-8.2 

Others  in  such  families . 

....  |  848 

9  1  9 

174 

196 

12 . 9 

.  1 

All  other  men  1/ . 

....  1  6,153 

6,576 

275 

299 

8 . 9 

-3.4 

All  other  women  W . 

....  I  5,306 

5,548 

20  1 

222 

10.2 

-2.3 

RACE,  HISPANIC  ORIGIN,  AND  SEX 

i 

Wh i t e . 

.  .  .  ,  1  63,822 

62,923 

249 

273 

9.9 

-2.6 

Men . 

....  |  40  ,  062 

39,036 

305 

328 

7 . 5 

-4.7 

Women . 

....  |  23,760 

23,887 

187 

207 

10.4 

-2.2 

Black . 

.  .  .  .  I  7,621 

7,420 

206 

220 

6.8 

-5.3 

Men . 

....  1  4 , 252 

3,971 

230 

247 

7.7 

-4.5 

Women . 

.... |  3,369 

3,449 

179 

192 

7.3 

-4 . 9 

Hispanic . 

.... |  3,834 

4,155 

202 

214 

5 . 9 

-6  .  1 

Men . 

2,644 

230 

236 

2.6 

-9 . 0 

Women . 

....  I  1 , 327 

i 

1,511 

16  1 

177 

9.5 

-2 . 9 

W  The  majority  of  these  persons  are  livinq  alone  or  with  r/  Data  for  Quarter  III  1979  have  been  revised, 

nonrelatives.  Also  included  are  persons  in  marr i ed-couple  See  box  for  more  information, 

families  where  the  husband  is  in  the  Armed  Forces,  persons  in 
secondary  families,  and  some  whose  family  status  is  unknown. 


Explanatory  note 


The  estimates  in  this  release  were  obtained  from  the 
Current  Population  Survey  (CPS),  which  provides  the 
basic  information  on  the  labor  force,  employment,  and 
unemployment.  The  survey  is  conducted  monthly  for 
the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  by  the  Bureau 
of  the  Census  from  a  scientifically-selected  national 
sample  of  households,  with  coverage  in  all  50  States  and 
the  District  of  Columbia.  The  size  of  the  monthly  sam¬ 
ple  was  increased  from  56,000  in  1979  to  65,000  in  1980. 

The  new  quarterly  earnings  data  for  individuals  are 
similar  to,  but  not  entirely  comparable  with,  CPS  earn¬ 
ings  data  previously  reported  for  May.  Differences  stem 
from  slight  changes  in  collection  procedures,  in  the 
definition  of  wage  and  salary  earners,  and  in  processing 
methods.  For  example,  whereas  earnings  information 
formerly  was  collected  from  the  entire  CPS  sample  once 
a  year,  the  questions  now  are  asked  each  month  from 
one-quarter  of  the  sample  and  cumulated  to  provide 
quarterly  and  annual  averages.  The  reliability  of  the 
quarterly  series  is  almost  as  high,  and  that  of  the  annual 
averages  is  much  higher,  than  the  reliability  of  the  May 
series. 

In  addition,  the  new  earnings  series,  in  contrast  to  the 
May  series,  excludes  from  the  universe  those  self- 
employed  workers  who  are  classified  as  wage  and  salary 
workers  because  their  business  is  incorporated.  Yet 
another  change  is  that  the  earnings  of  nonrespondents, 
which  had  previously  not  been  taken  into  account,  are 
now  imputed  in  order  to  minimize  any  bias  that  might 
result  from  differences  in  response  rates  among  groups 
with  vastly  different  earnings  levels.  Nonresponses  dur¬ 
ing  1979  averaged  about  17  percent  for  the  question  on 
weekly  earnings.  The  allocation  procedure  used  to  im¬ 
pute  missing  earnings  information  is  similar  to  that  used 
in  processing  other  CPS  data  and  the  decennial  census: 
The  record  of  a  worker  with  a  missing  entry  for  an  item 
is  matched  with  the  record  of  a  worker  of  similar 
demographic  and  other  characteristics  with  an  entry. 
The  value  of  the  entry  on  the  “donor  record”  is  then  in¬ 
serted  for  the  missing  entry.  (See  “Computer  Method  to 
Process  Missing  Income  and  Work  Experience  Informa¬ 
tion  in  the  Current  Population  Survey,”  by  Emmett  F. 
Spiers  and  Joseph  J.  Knott,  the  American  Statistical 
Association,  Proceedings  of  the  Social  Statistics  Sec¬ 
tion,  1969.) 

Reliability 

In  any  sample  survey,  variations  in  the  data  can  occur 
by  chance  because  a  sample,  rather  than  the  whole  of 


the  population,  is  surveyed.  The  standard  error  is  a 
measure  of  such  potential  variation.  The  chances  are 
about  68  out  of  100  that  an  estimate  from  the  survey  dif¬ 
fers  from  a  figure  that  would  be  obtained  from  a  com¬ 
plete  census  by  less  than  the  standard  error.  Examples 
of  estimated  standard  errors  for  median  weekly  earnings 
are  shown  in  table  A,  below. 

The  data  also  are  subject  to  nonsampling  errors,  in¬ 
cluding  errors  of  response.  A  special  test  survey  to 
gauge  the  accuracy  of  earnings  data  from  the  CPS  was 
conducted  in  January  1977.  (See  “Comparing  Earnings 
Data  from  the  CPS  and  Employer  Records,”  by  Larry 
Carstensen  and  Henry  Woltman,  UtS.  Bureau  of  the 
Census,  the  American  Statistical  Association,  Pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  Social  Statistics  Section,  1979.) 

For  a  fuller  discussion  of  the  quality  of  earnings  data 
from  the  CPS,  see  Paul  O.  Flaim,  “Weekly  and  Hourly 
Earnings  Data  from  the  Current  Population  Survey,” 
Special  Labor  Force  Report  195,  Bureau  of  Labor 
Statistics,  1977. 

Definitions 

The  principal  definitions  used  in  connection  with  the 
new  earnings  series  are  described  briefly  below. 

Family.  A  family  is  a  group  of  two  or  more  persons 
residing  together  who  are  related  by  blood,  marriage,  or 
adoption.  The  counts  of  persons  by  family  status  refer 
to  their  positions  in  “primary”  families  only,  that  is,  all 
persons  in  the  household  who  are  related  to  the 
householder.  The  universe  of  families  in  the  tables 
presenting  data  on  the  total  weekly  wage  and  salary  ear¬ 
nings  for  families  excludes  all  families  in  which  there  is 
no  wage  or  salary  earner  or  in  which  the  husband,  wife, 
or  other  person  maintaining  the  family  is  either  self 
employed  or  in  the  Armed  Forces. 

Householder.  A  householder  is  the  person  (or  one  of  the 
persons)  in  whose  name  the  housing  unit  is  owned  or 
rented.  For  purposes  of  this  report,  the  term  is  never 
applied  to  either  husbands  or  wives  in  married-couple 
families.  As  used  here,  the  term  “householder”  relates 
only  to  persons  in  families  maintained  by  either  men  or 
women  without  a  spouse. 

Wage  and  salary  workers.  Workers  who  receive  wages, 
salaries,  commissions,  tips,  payment  in  kind,  or  piece 
rates.  The  group  includes  employees  in  both  the  private 


Table  A.  Standard  errors  of  median  weekly  earnings 


Item 


Usual  weekly  earnings  of  full-time  workers 

Men . 

Husbands . 

Men  who  maintain  families . 

Women . 

Wives . 

Women  who  maintain  families.  .  .  . 

Blacks . 

Hlspanlcs . 

Usual  weekly  earnings  of  families: 

Married-couple  families . 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

Families  maintained  by  women . 


Standard  error  of — 

1979  III 

1980  III 

$0.94 

$1.32 

1.53 

1.54 

1.53 

2.17 

7.90 

7.77 

.92 

1.12 

1.23 

1.54 

2.66 

2.95 

2.47 

2.68 

5.43 

4.59 

2.40 

2.47 

9.79 

10.81 

3.16 

3.29 

and  public  sectors,  but  excludes  self-employed  persons 
whose  businesses  are  incorporated. 

Full-time  workers.  Workers  who  usually  work  35  hours 
or  more  per  week  at  their  sole  or  principal  job. 

Part-time  workers.  Workers  who  usually  work  fewer 
than  35  hours  per  week  at  their  sole  or  principal  job. 

Usual  weekly  earnings.  Data  on  usual  weekly  earnings 
are  provided  from  responses  to  the  question  “How 
much  does...  USUALLY  earn  per  week  at  this  job 
before  deductions?  Include  any  overtime  pay,  commis¬ 
sions,  or  tips  usually  received.”  The  response  is  for  the 
worker’s  sole  or  principal  job.  The  term  “usual”  is  as 


perceived  by  the  respondent.  If  the  respondent  asks  for 
a  definition  of  “usual,”  interviewers  are  instructed  to 
define  the  term  as  more  than  half  the  weeks  worked  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  4  or  5  months. 

Change  in  constant  dollars. The  Consumer  Price  Index 
for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers  (CPI-W) 
is  used  to  convert  current  dollars  to  constant  dollars. 

Hispanic  origin.  Refers  to  persons  who  are  of  Mexican, 
Puerto  Rican,  Cuban,  Central  or  South  American,  or 
other  Hispanic  origin  or  descent.  Persons  of  Hispanic 
origin  may  be  of  any  race.  At  the  time  of  the  1970  Cen¬ 
sus  of  Population,  about  96  percent  of  the  Hispanic 
population  was  classified  as  white. 


A  more  detailed  technical  note  on  the  new  quarterly  earnings  series  is  available  on 
request.  Ask  for  Report  601,  Technical  Description  of  the  Quarterly  Data  on  Week¬ 
ly  Earnings  from  the  Current  Population  Survey. 
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EARNINGS  OF  WORKERS  AND  THEIR  FAMILIES:  SECOND  QUARTER  1980 


Inflation  more  than  offset  wage  and  salary  gains  of  American  workers  and  their  families 
over  the  year  ending  with  the  second  quarter  of  1980,  according  to  household  survey  data 
published  today  by  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor.  Median 
weekly  earnings  for  families  with  one  or  more  wage  and  salary  workers  increased  by  more  than 
7  percent,  to  $399,  while  earnings  for  individuals  who  worked  full  time  increased  at  about  the 
same  pace,  to  $261.  However,  these  increases  were  more  than  offset  by  the  14.4  percent  rise  in 
consumer  prices,  so  that  real  earnings  for  both  groups  declined  about  6  percent  over  the  year. 

Famil ies .  The  number  of  families  where  both  husband  and  wife  were  wage  and  salary  workers 

continued  to  grow  despite  the  weakening  economy.  In  the  second  quarter  of  1980,  there  were 
15.8  million  such  families,  an  increase  of  almost  300,000  over  the  year.  The  median  weekly 
earnings  of  these  famil ies--$534  in  the  second  quarter  of  1980--were  up  9  percent  from  a  year 

earlier.  However,  because  of  a  faster  rise  in  prices,  their  purchasing  power  declined  by  about 

5  percent.  Married  couples  with  one  earner  were  even  more  strongly  affected  by  rising  prices; 
the  purchasing  power  of  their  earnings  fell  by  a  little  more  than  8  percent  over  the  year 
(table  1 ) . 

The  number  of  married-couple  families  where  there  were  some  wage  and  salary  workers  as  well 
as  some  unemployed  members  rose  by  about  a  half  million  over  the  year  to  nearly  3.1  million  in 
the  second  quarter  of  1980.  The  median  earnings  of  these  families  did  not  show  any  increase 
from  a  year  earlier,  a  fact  which,  when  coupled  with  inflation,  resulted  in  almost  a  16  percent 
reduction  in  real  earnings.  Most  of  the  increase  in  families  with  unemployment  was  due  to 
rising  joblessness  among  husbands.  (These  earnings  data  do  not  include  any  other  income  received, 
such  as  unemployment  insurance.)  Typically,  families  where  the  husband  is  unemployed  have  much 
lower  weekly  earnings  than  families  where  the  wife  or  some  other  member  was  jobless — $1 71 
compared  with  $307  and  $488,  respectively,  in  the  second  quarter  (table  2). 
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Of  the  6.5  million  unemployed  who  lived  in  families,  about  71  percent  had  at  least  one 
family  member  who  was  employed  as  a  wage  and  salary  worker  in  the  second  quarter  of  1980.  This 
proportion  was  a  little  lower  than  a  year  earlier  (table  3). 

Individual  workers.  Median  earnings  in  current  dollars  for  all  full-time  wage  and  salary 
workers  rose  about  8  percent  in  the  year  ending  with  the  second  quarter  of  1980.  Larger  gains 
were  reported  for  women  than  for  men,  among  both  youths  and  workers  aged  25  years  and  older. 

Real  earnings  declined  about  6  percent  for  men  and  4  percent  for  women  (table  4). 

Among  men  employed  full  time,  earnings  of  blacks  and  Hispanics  ($248  and  $237)  were  about 
three-fourths  as  much  as  those  of  their  white  counterparts  ($324).  The  earnings  of  black  and 
Hispanic  women  ($187  and  $175)  more  nearly  approximated  those  of  white  women  ($203). 

The  over-the-year  decline  in  real  earnings  was  pervasive  among  the  major  occupational  groups 
(table  5). 

Median  earnings  of  part-time  workers  showed  larger  increases  in  current  dollars--and 
consequently  smaller  declines  in  real  dol 1 ars--than  those  of  full-time  workers  (table  6).  This 
development  was  partly  a  reflection  of  the  shift  to  the  part-time  universe  of  some  higher  paid 
workers  previously  on  full-time  schedules. 

Among  full-time  workers,  on  the  other  hand,  changes  in  the  composition  of  the  work  force 
tended  to  depress  the  overall  median  earnings.  Women  within  this  universe  earned  only  63  percent 
as  much  as  men.  Over  the  year,  the  number  of  women  with  full-time  wage  and  salary  jobs  increased 
by  650,000  while  the  number  of  men  declined  by  1 .2  mill  ion. 

These  data  are  from  a  quarterly  series  that  relates  workers'  earnings  to  the  families  in 
which  they  live.  The  data  are  based  on  a  survey  of  households  (the  Current  Population  Survey) 
conducted  for  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census.  To  receive  the 
quarterly  press  release  with  these  household  data  on  a  regular  basis,  send  your  name  and  address 
to:  U.S.  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  Room  1539,  441  G  Street,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20212. 
Telephone:  (202)  523-1222.  Ask  to  be  placed  on  mailing  list  J335. 
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Some  counts  of  persons  and  families  and  their  median  earnings 
for  the  second  quarter  of  1979,  shown  in  tables  1  and  4,  differ 
slightly  from  those  published  in  a  previous  press  release 
(USDL  80-188,  March  27,  1980).  The  differences  result  from  an 
improvement  in  the  weighting  procedure  that  is  used  to  inflate 
sample  results  to  estimates  for  the  national  population.  This 
improvement  was  introduced  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  in 
April  1980.  Data  previously  published  were  retabulated  -using  the 
new  procedure. 

In  table  1,  revised  counts  of  families  differ  from  previous 
counts  by  as  much  as  5  percent  among  the  smaller  cells,  but  most 
differences  are  less  than  one  percent.  The  majority  of  earnings 
medians  are  unchanged;  only  one  differed  by  as  much  as  $3. 
Differences  between  counts  and  medians  in  table  4  and  those 
previously  published  are  even  smaller. 


. 


Table  1.  Median  weekly  wage  and  salary  earnings  of  families  by  type  and  number  of  earners,  quarterly  averages 
(Not  seasonally  adjusted)  1 
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Table  2.  Number  of  families  with  unemployed  members  and  wage  and  salary  workers  by  type  of  family  and  median  weekly  earnings. 
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Table  3.  Employment  status  of  persons  by  family  relationship,  quarterly  averages 
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W  The  majority  of  these  persons  are  living  alone  or  with  r/  Data  for  second  quarter  1979  have  been  revised, 

nonrelatives.  Also  included  are  persons  in  marr i ed-coupl e  see  box. 

families  where  the  husband  is  in  the  Armed  Forces,  persons  in 
secondary  families,  and  some  whose  family  status  is  unknown. 
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Table  5.  Median  weekly  earnings  of  full-time  wage  and  salary  workers  by  occupation  and  sex,  quarterly  averages 
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Explanatory  note 


The  estimates  in  this  release  were  obtained  from  the 
Current  Population  Survey  (CPS),  which  provides  the 
basic  information  on  the  labor  force,  employment,  and 
unemployment.  The  survey  is  conducted  monthly  for 
the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  by  the  Bureau 
of  the  Census  from  a  scientifically-selected  national 
sample  of  households,  with  coverage  in  all  50  States  and 
the  District  of  Columbia.  The  size  of  the  monthly  sam¬ 
ple  was  increased  from  56,000  in  1979  to  65,000  in  1980. 

The  new  quarterly  earnings  data  for  individuals  are 
similar  to,  but  not  entirely  comparable  with,  CPS  earn¬ 
ings  data  previously  reported  for  May.  Differences  stem 
from  slight  changes  in  collection  procedures,  in  the 
definition  of  wage  and  salary  earners,  and  in  processing 
methods.  For  example,  whereas  earnings  information 
formerly  was  collected  from  the  entire  CPS  sample  once 
a  year,  the  questions  now  are  asked  each  month  from 
one-quarter  of  the  sample  and  cumulated  to  provide 
quarterly  and  annual  averages..  The  reliability  of  the 
quarterly  series  is  almost  as  high,  and  that  of  the  annual 
averages  is  much  higher,  than  the  reliability  of  the  May 
series. 

In  addition,  the  new  earnings  series,  in  contrast  to  the 
May  series,  excludes  from  the  universe  those  self- 
employed  workers  who  are  classified  as  wage  and  salary 
workers  because  their  business  is  incorporated.  Yet 
another  change  is  that  the  earnings  of  nonrespondents, 
which  had  previously  not  been  taken  into  account,  are 
now  imputed  in  order  to  minimize  any  bias  that  might 
result  from  differences  in  response  rates  among  groups 
with  vastly  different  earnings  levels.  Nonresponses  dur¬ 
ing  1979  averaged  about  17  percent  for  the  question  on 
weekly  earnings.  The  allocation  procedure  used  to  im¬ 
pute  missing  earnings  information  is  similar  to  that  used 
in  processing  other  CPS  data  and  the  decennial  census: 
The  record  of  a  worker  with  a  missing  entry  for  an  item 
is  matched  with  the  record  of  a  worker  of  similar 
demogiaphic  and  other  characteristics  with  an  entry. 
The  value  of  the  entry  on  the  “donor  record”  is  then  in¬ 
serted  for  the  missing  entry.  (See  “Computer  Method  to 
Process  Missing  Income  and  Work  Experience  Informa¬ 
tion  in  the  Current  Population  Survey,”  by  Emmett  F. 
Spiers  and  Joseph  J.  Knott,  the  American  Statistical 
Association,  Proceedings  of  the  Social  Statistics  Sec¬ 
tion,  1969.) 

Reliability 

In  any  sample  survey,  variations  in  the  data  can  occur 
by  chance  because  a  sample,  rather  than  the  whcle  of 


the  population,  is  surveyed.  The  standard  error  is  a 
measure  of  such  potential  variation.  The  chances  are 
about  68  out  of  100  that  an  estimate  from  the  survey  dif¬ 
fers  from  a  figure  that  would  be  obtained  from  a  com¬ 
plete  census  by  less  than  the  standard  error.  Examples 
of  estimated  standard  errors  for  median  weekly  earnings 
are  shown  in  table  A,  below. 

The  data  also  are  subject  to  nonsampling  errors,  in¬ 
cluding  errors  of  response.  A  special  test  survey  to 
gauge  the  accuracy  of  earnings  data  from  the  CPS  was 
conducted  in  January  1977.  (See  “Comparing  Earnings 
Data  from  the  CPS  and  Employer  Records,”  by  Larry 
Carstensen  and  Henry  Woltman,  U.S.  Bureau  of  the 
Census,  the  American  Statistical  Association,  Pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  Social  Statistics  Section,  1979.) 

For  a  fuller  discussion  of  the  quality  of  earnings  data 
from  the  CPS,  see  Paul  O.  Flaim,  “Weekly  and  Hourly 
Earnings  Data  from  the  Current  Population  Survey,” 
Special  Labor  Force  Report  195,  Bureau  of  Labor 
Statistics,  1977. 

Definitions 

The  principal  definitions  used  in  connection  with  the 
new  earnings  series  are  described  briefly  below. 
• 

Family.  A  family  is  a  group  of  two  or  more  persons 
residing  together  who  are  related  by  blood,  marriage,  or 
adoption.  The  counts  of  persons  by  family  status  refer 
to  their  positions  in  “primary”  families  only,  that  is,  all 
persons  in  the  household  who  are  related  to  the 
householder.  The  universe  of  families  in  the  tables 
presenting  data  on  the  total  weekly  wage  and  salary  ear¬ 
nings  for  families  excludes  all  families  in  which  there  is 
no  wage  or  salary  earner  or  in  which  the  husband,  wife, 
or  other  person  maintaining  the  family  is  either  self 
employed  or  in  the  Armed  Forces. 

Householder.  A  householder  is  the  person  (or  one  of  the 
persons)  in  whose  name  the  housing  unit  is  owned  or 
rented.  For  purposes  of  this  report,  the  term  is  never 
applied  to  either  husbands  or  wives  in  married-couple 
families.  As  used  here,  the  term  “householder”  relates 
only  to  persons  in  families  maintained  by  either  men  or 
women  without  a  spouse. 

Wage  and  salary  workers.  Workers  who  receive  wages, 
salaries,  commissions,  tips,  payment  in  kind,  or  piece 
rates.  The  group  includes  employees  in  both  the  private 


' 


Table  A.  Standard  errors  of  median  weekly  earnings 


Item 

Standard  error  of — 

1979  II 

1980  II 

Usual  weekly  earnings  of  full-time  workers . 

$0.98 

$1.28 

Men . 

1.48 

1.49 

Husbands . 

1.58 

1  64 

Men  who  maintain  families . 

8.78 

9.36 

Women . 

.87 

1.06 

Wives .  . 

1.20 

1 .49 

Women  who  maintain  families . 

2.48 

3.12 

Blacks . 

2.95 

2  84 

Hlspanlcs . 

4.11 

5.18 

Usual  weekly  earnings  of  families: 

Married-couple  families . 

2.38 

2.47 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

7.51 

9.91 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

3.72 

3.37 

r=revised. 


and  public  sectors,  but  excludes  self-employed  persons 
whose  businesses  are  incorporated. 

Full-time  workers.  Workers  who  usually  work  35  hours 
or  more  per  week  at  their  sole  or  principal  job. 

Part-time  workers.  Workers  who  usually  work  fewer 
than  35  hours  per  week  at  their  sole  or  principal  job. 

Usual  weekly  earnings.  Data  on  usual  weekly  earnings 
are  provided  from  responses  to  the  question  “How 
much  does...  USUALLY  earn  per  week  at  this  job 
before  deductions?  Include  any  overtime  pay,  commis¬ 
sions,  or  tips  usually  received.”  The  response  is  for  the 
worker’s  sole  or  principal  job.  The  term  “usual”  is  as 


perceived  by  the  respondent.  If  the  respondent  asks  for 
a  definition  of  “usual,”  interviewers  are  instructed  to 
define  the  term  as  more  than  half  the  weeks  worked  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  4  or  5  months. 

Change  in  constant  dollars.  The  Consumer  Price  Index 
for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers  (CPI-W) 
is  used  to  convert  current  dollars  to  constant  dollars. 

Hispanic  origin.  Refers  to  persons  who  are  of  Mexican, 
Puerto  Rican,  Cuban,  Central  or  South  American,  or 
other  Hispanic  origin  or  descent.  Persons  of  Hispanic 
origin  may  be  of  any  race.  At  the  time  of  the  1970  Cen¬ 
sus  of  Population,  about  96  percent  of  the  Hispanic 
population  was  classified  as  white. 


A  more  detailed  technical  note  on  the  new  quarterly  earnings  series  is  available  on 
request.  Ask  for  Report  601,  Technical  Description  of  the  Quarterly  Data  on  Week¬ 
ly  Earnings  from  the  Current  Population  Survey. 


. 


